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1 Gotiog the elder, M.George 
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8447 Lord Ieſus Chriſt. 


ted much 8 
knew not what fitter 
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to, than Tims. Pim 
E ponius Aiicui a wan 9 
11 iriken n in Te Ang having cow pie: + MSL 4 

Fd 2 treatiſe of ſtiendſfip.he picked u - * 

Ide es of fliesdſui - 

-|Þ ſend he ſame vnto : alwaies chu 

{patrons according to the matter. 
5 auch ynlike vnto Luke the Euangel 
Sho writing of the things of God choſe 
3 ” Furr 1$;2 Bend of one” : 
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fowne temporall, might( if there be as 
nie in mee) receiue from me ſpitituall 
. comforts: that thus you ſeeing a har» | 
ueſt of your corne, fruit of your labor, 

comfoits to ſpring of your comfort, and 


God, opened vnto you, for the merciful | of 
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Ee 
a moſt meet man to write vntotSo] ha- ö 
ping according to myweaknes wWinnten 4 
ſome thing of cõfort, haue found done ſ 
morc meet.vntos whom-ro dedirate my 1 8 

W 3: 


writings, tlien your Worſhips, at whoſe 


hands my feife haue received; as I wuſt t 
ſtil acknowledge, exceeding much com. e 
fort. For who ought to have more inte» tl 


iſt incomfort, than the comforters? n 
And what fitter patrons of comfort can If zi 
a man imagine to find than the authors th 
and ſathers thereof? For this cauſe ther- lie 


fore haue I made choiſe of your Wor- 
ſhips, and of your brethren beloued in 
the Lord, as of all men moſt meet to 
commit theſe my writings yvato, And 
this the rather haue done, as on the 
one fide in regard of my ſe)fe, td whom | 
there is nothing more deare, or more 
due. than to recompence fpirituall for 
tempotall things : that you which haue 


mercies of your mercies ; that is, the ri- 
ches of the treaſures of the merc ies of 
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Dedicatorit. 
vie of your riches, might net thin, that 
either you plowed the barren land, ot 
ſowed in a reproued held, which brin 7 
giog forth nothing but thorus ot briars, 
is therefore (as ſome thought) neere t 
the fire: ſo. on the other ſide, ina wore. 
eſpecial regard of your ſelues, to whom. 


ner opened the treaſures of his hiddei 
riches, inſomuch, that youare filled 
therwich, I therefore haue laboured( it 
lieth in you, that I may ſay) lope not 
in vaine, chat you might alſo abound 
vich ſpiritualt and inward comforts. 
That thus you being comforted in bo- 
die, and comforted in ſoule, comfort 4 
outwardly, and comforted,inwardly.a- 


wy a | 


bounding io heavenly and eat ti com- 
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forts,in the honeſt comforts of the flefb,” 
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yeur ſound comfort, eſpecially for your 
{piritual comfort, without the which al 
eacthly comforts are vain and fruitless 
For hat ſhall it profite à man to hes 
comforted in body, & afflicted in fouls 
To haue the comforts of the flelh, : 
to want the comforts. of the {pirit2T0 | 
live as Dizer delicioully, and be <loas 


pays ». 


- 


the Lord hath in a more pleutiful mau 


andthe glorious comforts of the pit, 
might want nothing that might be fert: 
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7 be Epiille 
thed in purple , if after this life hee 
ſhould be rormented with Dues in that 
flame ? What ſhould i: benefit a man to 
eat the fat, and diinke the ſweet, to 
be fed with the kidneies of the wheat, 
to eat the honie of the rocke, the calfe 
ef the ſtall, the lambe of che (old, to 
dxinke wine in bowles, to haue inſſru 
ments of muſicke like vnto Danid to 
ſtretch himſelſe vpon his luorie beds, 
and after this life to haue fire & brims, 


ſtone, ſtorme aad tempeſt, for to drink: 


& to haue his portion in that lake that, 


burneth with Hre and btimſt one, which, 
is the ſecond death? What ſhall it proht 
a mango hade Achebs life, with Achabs 
death Hamani glory. wiihfi amanaſhameꝰ 
Daxids muſicke, with Sales mi ſer ieꝰ Sa. 


lomons proſperitie, with Cains aducrfitie? 
Darius his kingdomes, with Iudas helliſh 
paines? Nay,how is it poſſible, that, that 


man ſhould haue much comfort in bo- 
die, that hath none in ſoule ? And what. 
ſound comfort can a man take in this 


life, euen in the middeſt of his cheare, 
his wine, and his women, his veſſels of 
gold, and of ſiluer, if he ſhould with Bal- 


taſher, Dan. 7. ſee the hand of God wri- 


ting againſt kim, chat fearful ſcntence, 
i | Men eo 
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Dedieatorie. 


| Mene, Mene, Tekel, Vphurſin: that is, hæa 
1 Lord hath weighed thee in the ballance 
& hath found thee too light. And ther- 
fore ſhould hear, as the tich man in the 
Goſpell, that ſaying of the Lord vnto 
him; Thou foole, this night ſhall they, 
(that is the Deuils) etch a way thy ſoule 
from thee, & then whoſe ſhall theſe be 
that thou pofſeſſeſt? My labor therfore 
is, chat wich a good feaſt. you might haue 
a continual feaſt, that is, a good conſei- 
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ence: that in your good chearc, you 
t | might be of good cheare in the Lord: 
2, | that you might cat of the fatted calfe, 
chat immaculate and paſchal lambe le- 
s, | ſus Chriſt: that his bloud might be your 
, | drinke, and his boJdie your meat: that 
his righreouſnes may be put vpon yous 
2? as that armor of light, & that wedding 
h | garment full of glotie: that you might 
at eat that hidden Minna, and drinke 
)- | thoſe waters of life, of whichwhoſocuer 
at}. drinketh, ſhall neuer hunger nor thirſt 
15. | more; that Chriſt that knocketh at the 
te, || dores, be not ſhut out of the gates: but 


of ¶ that he may come in, and ſup with yau: 


al- ſo that you eating wick bim, of bis 


Tt | mirthe, wich his ſpices, of his hony om 
ce, | with his honie, anddrinking his Wirte, 
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The Epiftle 
with his milke, may heare thoſe often 
chearings and welcomes of the Lord, 
being at one table with him.ſay ing: Eat 
oh my friends, drinke & be drunken, oh 
my beloued: That ſo you may not ſee 
the hand writing againſt you vpon the 
wall,bur Fiſtened on the croſſe: & may 
not heare that fearefull voice 3 Thou 
fool, this night ſhal they fetch away thy 
ſoule from thee: but that comfortable 
ſaying of Chriſt ; Sonne, thy Hanes ate 
forgiuen thee. Without the ful perſuaſi. 
on wherof.{ do not a little maruell, how 
it is poſſible for auy man to take pleſure 
and comfort in any earthly thing For e- 
uen this one bone to gnaw vpon, might 
occupie them ſo, that they ſhould haue 
Jirtle pleaſure or leiſure, to eat of their 
-daintie diſhes : & this one doubt of the 
- mercie of God, might be like vnto Da- 
-Wacles ſword, whi ch hanging over their 
Kale a horſe haire, might make 
em to take little pleaſure ja the varie- 
tie of tlieir meats, in the points of mu-. 
eke, in the beautie of their boiesſin the 
loue of their womea, in the furniture of 
their table, and in all other things be. 


# 


Kder. And howſoeuer the wicked ate 
Julled alleepeip ſeeurizie, chat hey ho 
y | axe lenle. 


Beaicatwie. 

eareleſſe, and ſo come to be paſt forrow 
| Fauing a brawne ouer their Cn 
their conſciences ſeared with aher bur · 
ning iron: yet Lam ſure that the elect of 
God, & the veſſels of merc ie, deſite no- 
thing ſo much as the aſſurance of his 
mercie And therefore euen their life it 
ſelfe is vnpleaſant, without the taſt here- 
ef . Inſomucz, that they cannot reſt in 
peace, vntill by the peace of God aig - 
niag in their cõ ſciences, & his loue ſhed 
abroad into their hearts by the holy 
Gholt, they are fully aſſurc d, that they 
are waſhed, they are clenſed, they ate iu- 
ſtified, in the name of leſus Chriſt, & by 
the ſpirit of their Gd, and lo the free & 
full forgiuenes of their ſins, be fully and 
freely ſealed vnto their own ſoules. For 
they are nut ignorant, how loathſome a 
thing fin is in the face of God, and how 
featefull a thing it is, to fall into the 
haads of the liriag Lord. Knowing ther- 
fore theſe things. and the feare and ter- 
rour of the Lord, Iwill not ceaſe, during 
the time o my abode „ to put you in 
mind (by thoſe meanes that Lan) o 
the'e things: that you may not reft con- 
rented, as the world doth, with earthly, 
buy may aſpire higher,ſceking for hea». 
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uenly comforts in the Lord, labour ing 
alwaies for thoſe things that are moit 
exceller,according to the excellency of 
your place; ſtriuing to increaſe in al ful - 
nes of God, and of the holy Ghoſt, that 
you may be filled with comfort. & true 
ioies, and your ioy no man might take 


away from you. This becauſe Icould not 
etherwiſe doe but by writing. I haue ve. 


ſed the ſame, as that only means which 


the Lord hath left vato mee, and haue, 


according both to your deſerts. and my 


debt, at the laſt preſumed (not withſtan. 


ding, that diuers reaſons of no ſmal im- 


porrance, which would be neither pleas 
ant, nor profitable in their repeating) 
might haue perſwaded mee to the con- 
trary)to dedicate this my laborſ which 


what it is. I referre to the iudgement of 


others) vnto your Worſhips, & the reſt 
of the Churches of God 8 you: to 
whom acknowledge my ſelfe a debter 
alſo:howſoever l acknowledge notwith- 
ſtanding,my ſelfe not to haue received, 


ſpeak no bardlier)chat I looked for. And 
Hercin, as neither the mutterings of o- 
thers, the ſuſpition of flattery,nor the 0s 
pinion of pride, which might be by the 
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from ſome, that . ee of loue (to 
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malicious fa ſely conceiued againft me, 


| diſdain, vices too great to taigne in per- 
ſouages of wor ſhip.& profe! ors of the *' 

_ Goſpell of God, ſhallfind no place n 
your very teines., For both the good o- 
' pinion that my ſelſe haue conceived; & 
the world receiued cõcerning your ſin- 
ceritie, will cleare you hereof,& neither 
ſuffer you to imtertain any ſuch aff:Ris 
nor me t admit any ſuck ſuſpitiom ane 
now brethren, worſhiptul, & beloued in N 


ſhould bow rhe knees of my ſoul, to the 


Dealicatorie. 


haue more pteuailed with me than du- 
tie: ſo doubt not, but that ſuſpition & 


the Lord. what remaineth, but that 1 


father of our Lord leſus Chriſt, the God 
of all mercie, the father of al comfort e 
conſolatiã, that according to the riches _ | % 
ef his mercie,he would make you feele, __ 
and fill you with all ſpiritual comforts. 
That you maywith glorying inthe Lord 
look for the hope of glorie, and the ap- 
pearing of the mighty God, and our ſa- 
vior leſus Chriſt; to hom vith the fa · | 


ther, and the holy Ghoſt, three perſon; 
& one God, immortall, inui le & or 
ly wiſe, be all glory, power, pr aide e 
minion, no and euer, Amen. 
ge Yours alvaies in the Loyd, 
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The Epiſtle to 
the Reader. 


Sen the one fide ( genile Nea 


der) l am not ignorant, either of 
"the ſpeeches of thoſe that eris 


© out againfi the comfortable o- 

WR>AF* pening of the promiſes of the 
ace and Goſpell of God, as that which will 
reed(as they thinle) licentiouſueſſe of life 2 


orf the corruption of mans heart, that ma- 


keth his libertie a claale for the fleſh, and 
iunneth the graces of God into wantonneſſe? 


fo en the other fide, the afflifiions of Sathan 


in mine owne ſoule, who haue beene a man 


that haue had good experience of inſumi- 


ties, and the manifold und bke temprati- 


ons thar I haue ſeene 10 haue been accompli · 


in others ny brethren in the world, haue 
beene mof t profitable ſchoolemaiſters to in. 


firu2 me in the fearfial and miſerable eſtate 
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thedeſperare man. F therefore comparin 
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To the Reader, 


he dawnger that might grow by the manife* 
flation vf the confoneds promiſes ef Gad in 
Ieſus Chrift to the ſenſelets & ſuch as are in 
| rangled | inſecuritie,vith the danger 
ance of the [ame ps omiſes ofmercy might 
ing to them that are affl,fted,The corruy. 
tions of thoſe that corrupt the promiſes of 
Ged,with the corruption, or rather the rot- 
tonne of tha bongs that cleautth to rhe thas 
are corrupted for want of the comfort of the 
promiſes: and finding the one to be readje t 10 
perifh for the abuſe, the other for lack of the | 
wſe of the comferts of God. the one to periflh 
with cemſori, the other without comfort : the 
ene to be gorged or rather — be 
the other to pine away, and to ſlarue wink | 


to bee dangerous, the one for nant, the other 
for wantonnes: I veſolued inthe indio follow 125 


Ihe e Phiſitions, who if they th 
two #7 mera * combined pug ne 


Þ 6-43 ro rake away that diſeaſe, thas mf in 
.I dungereth the life or commeth netreſi vnte 


the bars. Se 7 ſteig the abuſe of true com. 
r te be dangerous to the abuſers, bus the 
ant thereof to bee deadly to the thas are af. 
Fed in conſtience, I haue wholly imploys 
2 25 #0 lalę away this latter with the ef 


. 9 ſe 


er that b 


F ſufficiencie.and fo the eſtate of them bos 
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To the Reader. 


Arileth immediately A N the Hife, beth of 


bodie and ſoule : for 2 


at it lieth (as we vſe 


7 Nath heart. And that 1 ts the 

better doe this, 1 haue applied cordialles,thas 
1s , ſuch things 4s are, or may becomfortable 
for the hert:wherin 7 haue followed the pre. 


eription of that ancient of daies, & that on- 


h wiſe, and Arch phiſition of our ſoulei, who 


giueth counſetnay charge to comfort his pu | 


ple,yea,to comfort thi at thehart; whic 


though perchaunce by reaſon of mine omne | | 
weakenes, or weakenes of the patient, I haus 


. not full bY ly attained: yer I doubt not, but th. 8.3 


wil appear,that I haue faithfully atem 
the performance therof applying ace: ung 


to the meaſure of the vnderſtandig 
ginen vnto me. the comforts of. the # „ 
10 the broken and wounded hart: an. 
ſuch ſort, as that they may not only tale away 
diſpaire, hui alſo by the bleſſing of God ſecs; 
11146 it ſelfe, and that libertie 7 Inning, that 
ſome think perchance wil inſue by the ſetting 
abroach the ful and undoubzed aſſurance of 
the forgineneſſe e of fin, 20 them that commit 
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To * Reader, 


f the eech, 5 
„ | wherea it ſhould rake andy diſpazr increa ſe 
+ | ſenſeleſnes : and fo while it ſhould cure one 
a 

e 


ert ihe conſcience, corrreps | 


aſeaſe, bre cus another : 21 ſus h ſhould be, 
and ſuch is che power and profite thereof, i 
42 as ære ordained eq erernall life,cod ſhall 
be ſaned, as that, a it begerreth cofors in the 
 wourner s:/0 obedience enen in the chat onco 
xere di Nen bit deth nor only cher lat 
Fo be the conſciexce., and purge it from. 
ane For tbe ſame. word of gere. bat 
* 55 . ee is,net onely. hidden, 
| 14..to. 25 vi ʒ but im mortail ſeed 70. 
—— & beget vs anew. This preaching. 
J. ber gel. the kin ko dome of God, and the ti. 
bene eins 7 God offered Into finnera, 
Joined. in them repentance #5 well ad, 
inn une of li fe, as well 77 in. 
| conſcience, According as the k 95 8 11 bea · | 
eth witnes, ſaying ; diſ Piſeſt thou the riches 
of "this kindnes and patience, and long ſufle- 
ring, not e that the bountifucneſſe of 
Cod leadeth thee 10 repentanca 8 The end 
therfore of all the graces of God, giuen, - 
red, and receiuedbis holineſſe of life, and ged- 
| be: of conuerſation. For wee are redeemed _ 
that wee ſhould be freed from euill, and freed _ 


vnto righteouſnes, We are nerd d by the 
bodje. 1 the . of C prifÞ,chas we . be. . 
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Tothe Reader. 
withom fot and blame, 


the guiltines thereof might bee aboliſhed:t6 


gh be ſain: by calling That man ther- 


fore that laboureth not for the perſwaſſen o f 
the forgineneſſe of his finne, to this end, thas : 


be my ſurceaſe to ſinne, laboureth in vaine © 
for hee ſeekgrh nor, and therefore autaineth 


verh. us one that ouercommeth not: hee run. 
neth as one that getteth not the garland: he 


traua / let h, as one thas astaineth not the end 


Hus iourney : hee vourneyeth, as one that 
anderh in the middert of his courſe Alas 
| bjethren,whai is this bus to fight, as one thas 
beateth the aire? to ſtriue, bu i nom lawfully ? 


10 run, but a4 one that gerteth not the gar- 


land: to dabaur bit in wvaine ? So firine ther» 
fave that you may be crowned, I hat a per. 
Ji zfion were this I beſeech you to think tha 
therefore the Lord clenſed va, that we ſhould 
bewray our enges v, that we ſhould 
dſile our ſelues: purged v3 that like dogges 


we ſhould returne to our vomit: too e away. 


eur ſinnei, that we ſhould inne ſt ll: forgane | 


and 
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£ 00% before God wee are 
morzified, that fi in the bodie thereof might - 
Se abandon 'd, We are inflified.that ſinne in ; K 


Peake in a word, we are ſandlified, that wet J 


fore as the man that looſeth his ſure: he ftr. 


eur effences,that we ſhowld fill offend him. 


Tothe Reader. 
u defirozed,and ci uciſied finne in vs, that 
| | we fponidiline in finn ((ill? Alas, ſhonld the 
nf graces of God make v3 move vhgrazions? h. 
| kindnefie, more unkind f bis loue more dife 
hall wert thu 0 valle worthy of the Lord # 
Brethren dece ue not your ſeluei the [ame 
dearth of chriii, that forgiueih yiur ſnnes, 
deſtreye th alſo your ſinnes. For chrisi by his 
owne death, & once offering vp himſelfe ups 
en the Altar of his ci or. bath\deftroied* the 
bodir as wel as the ſoult: the bring aſwell at 
the gnilrines i the power as well as the meris 
of fon : he died as well to ſinne au for pe 1% 
deſtroy the old man, as well as to malie thee 4 
nem man 3 a4 wel to ma he thee lineputelyas 
in thy liſe to bee purified, « And therefore if 
thou art partoker ef the dea h of chriſi, ihos 
un Loth attaine the fergineneſfe of thy n, 
which is one fruit, and part thereof: and alſo 
the mortification and aboliſhing ef the botlix 
of thy ſnne, which is the other part and fruit 
thereof. As thei fore this is true, that there is 
ho condemnation to them that are in Chriſte” 
ſo this alſo is as true, that no man i in Chriſt, 
but hee that walketh not after the fleſh; bus 
after the ſpirit: and ægaine, if any man be in 
Chrift he is a new creature. In 3 theres 
| fore doſt thou perſuade thy-ſelfe to be parta · 
Lecce frgiuene of tl ſome of fe then 


* 
Y x k wy 
# 3% , 
mm 8 
F < » 
$45 5 n £49 . F 
EF "A 
: W * 
* 12 
7 
* * F 
| - wh] 


> wp .- 8 1 
N SIN CEL 
. Nt . 
* e Fan's Hep # 3% 8 n 
„ 5 "4$-. 2 LE $ LY 2 * 8 7 , % - T3 - 1 Y 5 - WA. | 4 | 
Ae a, 2 N ab r 
8 l 72 4," Ids e R ö N n 
J : , 8 6 14% . 2 » N „ 1 * * 2 * 1 Gy 


Tothe Reader. 


doefl not denie ſinne, with the power thereef.\. | 
For aſſure thy ſelfe that the ſame ſpiris that\, 
waſheth thee;ſanfifieth thee alſo: thus clen«; \J 
ſeth thee,renueth thee, that tale th away ui \ 
forme, de;Froieth ſinne in ihee. And d 
this, thin thy faith that apprehendeth ahbe 
forginenes of ſinnes, worketh alwaies by lone, 
which js the keeping of the commendementi 
of the Lord, and the fulfilling of the law. f 
faith thereſore purifie thy heart from ſinne, 
than wilt ceaſe to ſinne. For the Hears veing | 
cleane, the hands will nos be wncleane: a good i 
free will nos bring forth euill fruit :a ſwees 
fountaine, ſoure water : a good man, an euill 
life.a man clenſed from ſinne, 4 life flained, 
and corrupted with firme. I adde hereunto if 
that there is no forgiuenes of ſin, where there. 
ks not a true repentance for ſinne : and there» 
fore the Lord tieth alwaies his turning from. 
his wrath,to our turning ſrom our fins: and. 
relieth vs plainely,that except we doe repent, i 
we ſhall all perifh, So that except thou leave 
„inne, thou art left in thy finne : except thou 
forgoe ſin, God will not forgine finne : except 
thou forſake thine offences", thou forſakeft 
Gods mgrcie, How canft thou looke that the 
Lord ſhould forbeare hu puniſhments, when 
thow wilt not forbear thy ſinne ? and her dof 
thou looke, that the Lord ſhould repent * 
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of his vraib, when thou wile a repens ober 
of thine offences? Moreoner know thin if thou 
mane got 1oſurceaſe fo finne, that the p10» 


miſeref grace, and benefites of Chrift appey. 


tunes nos vnto thee, For as there are 
part of the word of God, I meant the law, & 
the Goſpel! : ſo there are to kind of men,ro 


whome theſe two parti eſpecialiy appertaine, 


The law belongeth to them that are contiom- 


ners of the law, and to the diſobedient, to the 


vie led. and ſinners, to the ungodly, and pro- 
| phane,to the Killers of their father, ef their 


mother, 10 


ers, to whoremongers, to 
buggerers, to theeues and lyers, to periured 
perſons,and if there be an thing elſe that be 
contrary unto holeſome doctrine, But the goſs 
pell with the promiſes of grace appertaineth 


vnto them that are heauy leden,that mourn, 
and are oppreſſed with their ſinnes, which ho. 


ing truly humbled , are by the law as by'a 


ſl /chroumarfter brought unto; c ſo into Chriſt: 


in whom whoſoeuer is, hee is, not under the 
law, bus under grace. ff therefore thow be 
nor in ſome regard of the nnmber of this lac- 
ter ſors, aſſure thy ſeife, that the promiſes - 
of mercie appertaine not vnto ihee . And 
therefore, if thou being an olictinaie perſon, 
appropriate them unto thy ſeife non art bus 


en Ammon, that ineroc het 
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To the Reader. 


Nſiom of 3 fraell: an Eſau, that by foret . 
up peſt lie inheritance of lacobian Achab, BD 
alas oppreſſe Naboth with his vin yard Ws 
theefe. tha: taheſt the 900 U. of ot he men ts | 4 } 
Axe. that cateſi up the childrens bread, ih 
enrſe of the law;togerher wth the thremings 1 
| thereof, ave thoſe things that ave proper vn 
o thee. Firſ therefore cleanſe thy hands thou = 
bypoerice,and thy bears then double minded 
man, and then come and talke with the Lord, 
and then though thy ſinnes be 4s the chariets hs 
the Lord will make them 4s the ſnow, though 
they bee as the purple, the Lord will rake 
hem 41 the wool, then ſhals hen finds We 
comfort in the comforts of the Lord, and b 
comforted indeed. It lieih therefore in thee; | 
that both that which thou readeſi may be civ Wau 
fortable, and that ,thatwhich I have written one 
1 be profitable. The fi eming of thy ſelfe 10 Wha 
vheobedjence of faith, together with rtheright Wc 
% of theſe , and ther the comfurrs.of the re 
Lord, may both flop the mouths of thoſe that are 
inueigh againft onermuch comfort, a that hi 
which will lay open, as they ſay, s gap 10 all N 
fone and Epicuriſme : and aſſo cuuſeme not ¶ that 
to repent my ſelfe of my labour, hen ſail or 
| ſtethee be tired, and the reale comfurted: N ling 
thee caſt domm and the luunble tifeed vptiher Mo by 
#0 be full ef obedience, and the momnmgrs *. Pabl 
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The firſt Chapter, 


herein it is declared, thut 
there is lively hope of com- 


fort leſi unto all chem that Mourne Vns: 


der the burden of their ſinne s,. 


S there isno. eltate, eſther 
abo die or ſoule, more gan, 
1A gerous, or more mil 
ben that which i isd 
NN 
V Alo there is no ſpe 
ore ae or 1 
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2 T be Comforter. 
wrath of God, which ſeemeth hoon t 
moueable,& therfore intollerable* c 
not according to the very truth4rſc 5 « 
For it is not to be denied, but that the 
bloud of Chriſt, which is that price. 
wherwith they were redeemed fr6 their 0 
ſins, far excelleth the value of all ſinne o 
whatſoeuer ia the fight of God: & that c 
the holyghoft, which is that ſanctiſying 8 
ſpirit, x 6. waſhethvs from all our fins, th 
being God, & thetfore of infinit powe 
is able to clenſe vs, and wipe away, as WR fo 
tears from our cies, ſo all fins from o J. 
ſoule: & to make thoſe offences, that an 
at the$karler(thar is, the moſt bloudy.g 
the skarlet is moſt red) to be like vr || "1 
the ſhowrand them that are as the pur- rot 
le, to be like vnto the wooll. For hell 
.ordis rich in metcie to all them af 
| call yponhimfaichfully, and abundan 
Ain Kiadnes. And therforc as the prophet 
Du Sr e with bi E 


The Comfortey. 
te · ¶ ther is called by the ſpirit.the God ofal 
yet comfort,and tbe Father of all mercy. & 
Ife. conſolation: and leſus Chriſt is that 
the fountaine of garden: (as the ſpouſe cal+ 
riceFlech him}in wbom all fulnes, yea euen 
beit ot the comforts of God, dwelleth with 
nne out meaſure: and the ſp Irit of God is 
thath called by Chriſt himielf eaten 
ing So that we being by the ſpirit, Fhichis 
fs che D mforter, lead, through Chriſt che 
"y lountaine of the gardeps of the com- 
pres of the Lord; vnto God the father; 
Aae father of al comfort and conſolati⸗ 
tale en, how is it poſſible chat we ſhould: . 
au eiche comfort or ſpinituall conſa - 
vnte lation? Aske thein that haue been hete- 
pur- tofore-as thy ſelfe afflicted, & therfoze, 
r chef for the preſent, as thy ſelfe perſuaded; 
thaſ ke them ! ſay, whether(cboogh they 
ws ſhake according to their preſent fes 
Nene ſpake according 


e ward: of truth, yea. or no, They 1 'H 


can tell thee, and that, both one's e 
ee ee rience.that alche "* 
row! — for avigh l — Z e 
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ken & contrite hart; is a ſacrifice ſweet 
{melling voto God the Father, and ac - 
ceptable in leſus Chriſt our Lord: and 
tat both this thy ſorrow, which is for 
thy ſins, if it be ſo great,. as that it breed 
repentance, and ſo little, as that it breed 
not deſpaire, is that podly ſorrow,wh:ch 
is a notable grace of God, and a ſingu- 
Jar vertue (created in thee by the ſpirit) 
conſiſting betweene two extreme de- 
1 2 ſpaire on the one (ide, and ſenſcleſneſſ; 
1 on the other ſide: and allo, that euen 
this thine (as it ſeemeth) ſeruile fear, is 
r that ſpirit of bondage to feare,which is 
mentipned in the eight to the Roman:. 
That is, that fruit of the ſpitit of God, 
Mrokgur in thee, to bring thee 1085 
x7 re of God, which is as tlie ho le 
Ghoſtbeareth witneſſe, the verie foun- 
1 . rainandetffpringofwiſdome; And that 
„  thereforcthis ſorrow;and feare, are 4 
Pole foundations ar ground m 
vppon tbe which, che benen 
"OF 2 nom thoꝶ art in i 
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falnes of God & of the holy gboſt, vhich 
being once felt after thy {orrow, wall 
made thee ling a Pialme of thankeſgrs 
ning vato the Lora, and mike thee. to 
reioice wit?) ioy vnſpeakeable. Forthe 
end of godly ſorrow, is ioy in the {pints 
aud comfort in the holyghoſt After Pe- 
ters teares inſued the fulnes of the holy 
Ghoſt, Dauid that in one place complai- 
neth, that his finnes are continually be: 
fore his face, and gone ouęt his head,as 
aburden too heauie for him to N 
another Pſalme addreſſeth himſelſe 4 
fing of the 'mercie_and-.inflice-of ME 
Lord: and to extoll his long EY 
louing kindneſſe. The Jewes;that by che 
preaching of Peter were pricked in at 
ſcience, were afterward by the fame Pe: 
ter, baptiſed tothe remiſag of derer 
The layler that had drawne out bis 
i ſrord to kill himſolſe withall, was after 
comſorted by Paule, andTetoiced, thi 2 
he with his whole houſhold beleeued in 2 9 
God., And to conclude, what one men . 10 * 
bath there euer bin, that rigbrly ſor ]-. 
ed for bis fins, chat hath not. found is 
: ſorrow to bee turned into ic Es 
mourning into comfort > Comfort h/  Þ 
lclfe therefore with their comſonns,! id 
B3 R 
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ſo make thy ſelfe paitaker of their com- 
forts. Knowing this, that the Lord, that. 
hath given thee wine to glad thy hearty. 
dile to make thee haue a cheertul coun - 
renance, ſweet flowers to delight thy 
ſences, muſicke to refreſh thy mind, ge» 
nerally to ſpeake ina word, man fold I 
comforts for thy bodice; is, as rich in the 
comfort of the ſpirit, which he will as 
richly in his time appointed, ſhed into 
thy heart by the holy Ghoſt: the know: 
ledge wherof may bea good ſtep to the 
attaining of that ſpiritual comfort, that 
reſtendchiiſteſt aſtet . Fot to a 


g * 


cke man, it is even health it ſelfe ta 
know that his diſcaſe is curable, & that 
there is remedie ynough for the ſame, 
But as it is notynough to know that 
there is a ſalue for his ſore, except he 
know the confeRion, and the ſame be 
_ applied: ſoin this diſeaſe of the ſoule,[ 
meanedeſpaire , it is not ſufficient to 
ko that there is a remedie. except tus 
ſame be applied acrordingly. The one, 
When is ta applic the remedie, Feome 
mite he workeof the grace of God 
peace,andeafe, The other, whigh is OY pref 
deſcribe the comfort. i wil{by't {Brace tee 
colic * ee 


ſicke tn. 


- 
— 


The Comfortev. 7 


of God)iaboutini And herein 1 will de- 
ſcribe thoſe particulars only, which my 
ſelfe know to haue ben profirable vn 
Tf others, that haue been, as thou att, af- 


geted. 


The 2 Chapter. 
In the fi-ſt part whereef ate ſts downe the ex- 
preſſe promiſes of God,conceyning thefree 
zuenefie of ſinnes i and in the latter ;5 
decker el: fi, that the ſame promiſes of 
merrit are deliuered unto ys in the wort! 
The God, then that they ave boiind' by his 

ell oath; - chirdh, thes they are add bound 
unden of coi (i and laſtty 
fl: that they ave confirmed by s viſtble figne 
and tokens, in ſtead of wonders 16 | 
1 the nr 1 | Lord: 
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Scriptures moſt cuidently, & plentiſub I #3 © 
ly for the moſt part, in eueiy one of the leltt 
Prophets. affoord. As namely in the 18 lay ' 
of Exechiel, where the Lord expteſſely we 


ptomiſeth, that if thewicked wal recur Ft 
ſiom his ſinnes that hee hath commit- £Y'* h 
ted. and keepe al his ſtatureg,and do ibe 1 
thing that is lawfull and right: that he 
ſhall ſurely live, and ſhall not die: and redee 
that all his tranſgreſſions that he hath ſes o 
committed ſnal not be mentioned vnto ety 
him: but in bis righteouſneſſe that. he as ha 
ee een e 
1533 er, the Lor the mout 

of Een RE thar if 1 2 
£ dars * turntrotn nis ſinne, none of ho 1 
his ſinnes that he hath committed, ſhall Pad 
£uermore be mentioned vnto bim. And Gan 
thisis dee dee is promiſed bythe Nr at 
233 chap 0 70 all chem tha 
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43 chapter, bringeth in the Lord him« 

ſelfe ſpeaking after the ſame maner,and 

laying : 7,enen I am he, that putteih away 

thine iniquitie, for mine owne ſake, and mi! 

not remember thy ſins any more. And again 

in his 44 chapter he ſayth: I haue pus a- 

wey thy tranſgreſiions like à cloud, and ti 

inne as a mill turne vnto mee. for I haue 

redeemed thee. Inſinite are thoſe promi- 

ſes of the Lord that are liuely, and in e- 

very one of the Prophets (euen as many 

as haue written from Mae and from 

hence forward) afid: th oftentimes | 

expreſſed. All which itſhabbeineedlelſe +; 

SC ANF 6 2 

reſt, may ſuffice to ſhzw vnto thee, h *-* 
ne Lord hath, palled his ptomiſe, ese 

alſe by thy ſinnes, and to fotgiue thine 

offences and tranlgreſsions. The con. 

leration whercof, may be a ſtrong and 

nfallible comfoit ynto thy conſeience. 

now ing that the Lord, that hath proꝶ 

'7 Filed, is able by reaſon of his power (to 
hom it onely apperzaineth to forgiue 
ances) and is willing, by re aſon of his 

romiſe, ta performer. For ve are nut 

oſet the Lord befote our eyes, as thaſe: 

ane nen of the. world that promiſ 


th are able to accompliſſn 
1 e's 
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or as thoſe deceitfull men, which being 
in the ballance, are lighter than vanitie 
it ſelfe, who make a face, but haue no 
heart, make an offer, but haue no pus 
pole to pe rforme that which they pro: 
miſe. For who hath euet put his truſt it 
the Lord, and went away confounded? 
Who hath ever relied vpon the Lord, 
and the Lord lied vpon him? Who bath 
euet depended vpon him, & did not hi thir 
experience hn, that it i better to tu au 
in the Lord. ihan to put any conſide nei : 
in man? ye a, that it is better to truſt che 
the Lord. than to put any confitience i ¶ alte 
Prinees ? With whom did the Lord cue! 
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2 deadnes of Saraes womb, with whom it 
eceaſed to be after the maner of women, 
owe ſhal ſee the accompliſhing hereof to 
de in the idgement & opinion of ffeſſi 
ind bloud, impoſſible. And therefore 
howſocuer Abrabam being ſtrong in 
faithiſtaggered not through ynbeleefe at 


d. the promiſes of God, but laughed for 
tu ioy : yet Ss laughed them to ſeorn, as 


things not to be hope d for: and therby 
night throgh her vnbeliefe, haue depri. 
* 7 her (clfe of che ble ſsing of God: yer 
the Lord would rather work mirac les. & 
i alter the courſe of nature, then he would 
not accompliſh that promiſed ſeed; that 
le promiſed vnto Abraham. lnſomuch, 
that neither Abrahams dead bodie, nor 
daraes dead wombe, no nor Seraes dead 
aich, (for ſo in this regard I may eatuy - 
could rhake the promiſe of God of sone 
effect. Again, he (promiſed vnto theſame 
Abrabsm,to giue vnto his ſeed atterhim 
bg che land of Cancan for their poſſesion. 
lan No do bur conſider with thy ſelfe, how 
r Wi many lets there might haue ſee med to 
naue hindered this that was promiſed. 
aha himſelf had no poſſe ſs 


0 
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onely in one Iſacl. Thoſe that ſhould be 

* borne of him, myſt be ia bondage foure 
hundred ycares to a ſtrange nation, ud 

there they muſt be euilly intreated | he 

Agyprtians were more in number then 
they were,and therfore able by violence. 

to keepe them in bondage ſtill. Pharaces 

hart was hardened, ſo that he r 

let them goe. The redde (ea might haue 
ſtopped their paſſage : the long bar - 

ren wilderneſſe might haue conſumgd: 
them, and beene tir graue: the ſitis 

Serpents might halle deuoured them f 

the Amalakites might haue ouercome 

them in batte]: hunger and thirſt might 

haue pined them away: their rebellion 

againſt Moſen their murmuring againſt 

Aaron their idolatrie againſt God, their 

whoredome with the . of Mo- 

ab, might haue razed them out of the 
fact ol the cart The crowns of the land 
ef uan were mightie, & walled vp to 
ide hesuens. The people thereof were 
4 al the ſdones of. Anaci, euen giants, and 
ea tall ſtatute. The people of the lewes 
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haue broken his promiſe, if any thing 
polsible could procure him thereun- 
to: but none of all theſe, neither the 
bardneſſe of Pharaces heart, northe po- 
wer of the Egyptiabs, nor the depth 
of the ſea, nor the barteuneſſe of the 
wildernefſe, nor the ſti if the Ser- 
— , hor the force he Amala- 
ites, nor the ſtreu gti 6 citties, 
nor the might of ties ants,no nor the 
ones of the leed 3557 3 4-5 could 
guyge his promiſe, 
the had ſpoken with 
his. lips, Moteouet the Lord pramiſed 
to ſend his ſonne into the world, made 
of a woman; of the ſeed of 3 
of the ſtocke of Dauid, and by him to re« 
deem wankind. No how manythings 
might, haue moaued the Lord to haue 
broken his promiſe? God bimſelfe muſt + 
wake; himſelte voi ptie, as the 
Apoſtle ſpealeth: he muſt take vpõ bim 


baue good experience of iofiumities, & 
bee counted ſo Mle, that all Bs pro» 
un ſhould hide their faces. from, h ma jj 
e maſt be ſubiect to cold, heat uss. 
R po 9 wertes 
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muſt be tempted by Sathan,deſpiſed of 
men, tormented of God : he muſt be 
whipped and (corned, yea, he muſt be 
hanged vpon the croſſe, and die a moi 
Mamefull death: he muſt be made fa, 
& the ul of God for vs: he muſt deſ. 
hand haue the portion of 

nd damned ſoule, for to 

I theſe gn wy mo. 


| rk ne monies haue continued 
in his one glorie and bleſſednes. But 


moſt eſpecially — that praier, that 


Chriſt the ſonne of God made to his 
father in the garden. where he intreated 
him in the bitrernes of his oule, to re- 
moue if it were poſsible that cup away 
from him, chat is that he might not in. 
Wende cen and ſuffer that 

esch together with the contempt and 

fdelitieof theTewes, haue cauſed the 
hergetther for his ſondes requeſt, or 


Phe Comforter, I [1 


nor the torments, nor the curſe, nor the 
death, no nor the damnation (as it N 
Imeane the portion of the damned, al- 
Jorted vato his ſon, nor yet his intres· 
lle, nor mans infdelity.could bring that 
to paſſe, What ſhould I ſtand in tepea- 
riog of the promiſe of od made to 
Noah, Which was no mg , to deſtroy the 
world wich water : althongh no doubt 
the ſins ſince the flood, haue ouerpal-. 
ſed all that eucr went before, The 
mile made to Hauiqh which was, that he 
would give him thekingdome of Lrach, 
wich he brought to paſſe:notwithſtan- 
ding the might, the malice, & the rage 
of Faule. The promiſe that he made to 
the leu es concerning their returhe out 
of the captivity of Babilontwhich when 
they ſaw eff-ed,'t of were a8 it were 
one that dreamed, and their mouth 
filled with laughter; What ſhall [need 
to repeat euery oneꝰ when it is mani» 
tc that neuer a onc euei failed or came 
to naught. Let theſe ſuffice to aſſutethee, 
chat, that Lord whoſepromiſeshaue bin 
euer, euen a hint mk 1table; ar 


— 
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ſtrouſnes, or multitude, or manner, of 
thy ſinnes, or weakeneſle of thy faith, to 
breake his promiſes, and to retaine th 
finnes, which he promiſed to forgiues 1 
do not denie but that thy ſinnes might 
be monſtrous, and many, yea, and ma- 
licious alſo ; and therefore they might 
leeme to be EY reaſons to ſtay the ac- 
compliſhment᷑ of theſe forenamed pro- 
— but if thou compare them with 
thoſe mountains which the Lord ouct- 
paſſed, and thoſe lets, which yet could 
not let the performice of his promiſes, © 
they will be little or none at all. Why 
ſhould that God that neuer was found 
to haue broken his promiſe, be, by thee 
ceotitted a truce · breaker. And how 
ſt. thou-thinke, that that God that 
till revengewith flaming fire, and eter 


| eprobatiov, from the face of his 
2 brightnes of bis preſence, all 
deceitfulneſſe in man, ſuffet the ſame to 
remaine, and dwell in his owne perſon, 
Adde hereunto, that theſe promiſes 
. of metey are deliuered vnio thee in the 
ride f God:therruth wherof.is {uch1as 
thats me fiſt reſtificrh, beauen & earth 
mal = rn iotnor ti of 4 
427 * * f 
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ſpirit giuen voto the word moſt glori- 
d Yous titles, calling it ſometime the im- 
portal ſeed of God: be cauſe it neuer di. 
ech; ſome times incorru ptible, becauſe 
„ Bir.neyer fadeth: ſomeume the guiles 
* Emilke, becaule it neuer deceiueth:ſome· 
t time the word of truth: becauſe it neuet 
* Ihyeth. Sometime hee eompareih it to 
aluer, that bath been tried ſeuen times 
h in the futnace, that is without all droſſe: 
r¶ſometime to gold and precious ſlope?, 


d Poilt ypon the foundation leſus Chriſt 
„ Iubich vhen the fire commeth,thatſhall 
rie euery mans worke,ſhall abide, and 


all not periſh. Sometimes he compa» 
reth it with the continuance and flirmes 
eſſe of the heauens, and the earth, and 
preferreth it before all things Whatſde· 
guet in the eternitie, truth, and conſtancie 
in thereof. And therfore doth not the Pro- 
pher Dauid ſpeake in yaine, or vnttuly 
of the word of God, when hee frameth, 
as it Were a whole booke, I meane the 
hundreth and nineteene Pſalme, ſot ie 
moſt part in the extolling and magniſi 2. 


. 


ing of the word of God whete he $1 
afraid to ſay, and that according te 
Peeling of the ſpirit. the ſame ſpirit, bear 
ing him record, that the word of Gan 


18 TheComforte, 
is true, yea, that it is the truth it ſelſe 
For this cauſe is Eſay bold to preach that 
which the Lord cofnmaundeth him toFer 
publiſh, concerning the truth of this h 10 
way, ſaying, all fle ſh is graſſe, aud ag 
the beautie thereof, as the flower of the ſſthe 
field: the graſſe withereth, and the flowet 
fadeth away, but the word of God indu-· tho 
reth fot euer. And no maruaile, for teſt | 
commeth not from the chaungeableÞ 
braine of mortal and cotruptible man, 
but from the ſpirit of truth & life, which 
is not the authour of lies, but the father 
of li ght, and of eternitie. 30 that now 
theſe promiſes being contained and 
made part of the word of God, are allo 
immottall, incorruptible, guiles, true, 
ea the truth ze ſe fe: firmer then the 
heauens, and the earth, more pute then 
finedgold : and vnchauneeable, as the 
nao Gboſt is, who is the author theref, 
TEE Either therfore thou muſt embrace ande, & 
11 beleeue the, or elſe chou mult account hatt 
har to be immortal chat periſheth, that 
which is guiles, to be deceitfull: that 
ijhich is more {ure then the heauens, &F 


earch, to be moue able. that which it eth y 
uch it ſelfe to be a lie. Thou muſt de- ind ct 


Nic the word of God to be the word o 


hey 7. "4 
= Az 
VE 


1 3 
5 ; = 
* 
T.% | 0 
s 
PR 
1 ht” 0 
83 . 
1 y » * . 
0 8 bs... 12 5 
3 8 Mi 
ä WE 5, ; 
. * S 34 
, . * 
* , W209 <1 
1 Py 
3 "WC ales 
1 2 N 3 
A . 
„ 1 
As,” 3 
7 
- * N. 
py 


The Comforter, | 19 


God: and in flat and expteſſe terms, tell 
the Lord and the holy Ghoſt, that be li. 
th. For God hiqſe tte expre ſſeiy, & his 
it auoucheth vnto thee the forgiue - 
ge of thy ſinne, in his owne words. H 
bell: che thou paineſaicſt, either ſecrets 
y in thy heart, or openly in thy months” 
u- thou giueſt God the lie: for thou deny 
t lleſt his words to be true. And therefore 
les it that 1%n in his firſt: Epiſtle te lletk 
; that he that receiuethᷣ not the witnes 
ind reſtimonie of the Lord; hath made 
God a lier. And ne do but thinke what 
y:[lanie thou offereſt ynts God, & what 
laſphemy it is to his petſon to account 
od to be a lier: and do hut thinꝭ Wirk 
hy ſelfe. Whether it be m re like! f that 
ber thou or God fou e. Conſider 
ith thy ſelfe that thou ta! 
and be deceived : for that is pr - 
nto man, But giuc vnto God his glo- fy =, 2 «ds 
and fie, & beleeue in him, as thou protest | 
unt hat thou doeſt even in the ent rence qk 
be Creed, or elſe thou ſhalt be Worſe 
Phan the deuils: for the deuils beleere 
nd tremble, as the Apoſtle Tames bea 
eth witneſſe. Let therfore God be true, 


de · End eue ty man a lier: and therefore ale 
d offure 72 


fe. that this is a lie in yy 


forgiue thee thy ſinnes, and thine offen - 


hö there is no change, nor ſhadow of 
5 eee promiſed, and ſai d. that he 
will 


ther thou beleeueſt that which thou 


but if chou en thy ſelf ro be- 
leeue that indeed, which thou ſajeſt thou 


ueſt the holy Catholike Church, and 
the forgiueneſſe of thy ſinnes, ex cep 


fuaded that thy fine 
ther therfore chou inuſt denie thy faith 
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lay 


wt 


in thy heart, that the Lord will not 


ccs For the Lord who lieth not, with 


orgiue thy fins and thy tranſgreſs 
hons . And this Lord (as the Prophet 
Dauid telleth thee) will not alter that 
which hee hath ſpoken with his lips, le 
neither will he lie againſt his trutu. 
I would willingly know of thec,whe- 


ſaieſt that thou doeſt helecue, if thou 
doeſt not beleeue it, and yet ſaieſt that 
thou doeſt beleeue it, thou proucſt thy 
ſe to be a lier: and then what queſti 
on is it, but that thou maicſt lie, when 
thou ſaieſt * that thy fins are 
greater then that they canbe forgiuen: 


doeſt be leeue: how canſt thou ſay thy 
Creed, wherin thou makeſt a confeſsion 


of thy faith, profeſſeſt that thou belee 


withall thou fully beleeue and bee per 
3 ate forgiuen: ei 
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3 2 
The Comſorter. „ 
& ſhow thy ſelf to be a Chriſtiã, or thau | 
Ot . I'S 
N nuſt on the one fide acknowledge thy 


** ſelfe, and. God himſelfe to be a ler: or 

elle on the other fide, thou muſtaſſure 
nd fully perſwade thy ſelfe, that thy 
annes are forgiuen thee, hy Ieſus Chriſt 

our Lord. 95 8475 

I doubt not, but that thou eaſily be- 
leeueſt the threatnings of God: and 
that, that is true, which Chriſt ſayeth, 

he. chat except thou repent, thou ſhale 

bee damned. And that alſo which 
Paule teſtiſieth, who ſaith, that no adul- 

har terer, no idolater, no thecke, no murde- 

1. JN rer, nor ſuch like, ſhall enter into the 
kingdome of God, or leſus Chriſt. It 
thou beleeueſt the threatnings, bx 
beleeueſt thou not the promiſes 7 ?, 
they not written al in one wordꝰby one 
ſpirit ? by one God? did not the fame 
God, chat ſa id, except thou repent, thou 
ſnalt be damned: and againe, that no a- 
dulterer, idolater, theefe, nor murderet, 
ſnould enter into the kingdome  / -; - 
od, ot Chriſt, ſay alſo, that at what 
time — Conck repenteth him f 


* % 
* 
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his finne from the bottome of his hart. 
pet | * Rh 
eil chat the Lord will blot out all bis offen: 


ces out of his remembrance ?vr whatis © + 
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the Lord true. when he threatueth, and 
a lier when he promiſethꝰ doeſt thou if 24 
count him iuſt in the one, and falſe into 
the other?will he, thipkeſt thou. execute] be 
his iudgements, & will he not perfoimeſ hi 
his promiſes ? are not his promiſes pati ſſi 
of his word, as well as his thteatnings Inc 
And chen why doeſt thou belecue one 
part of the word more than the other? the 
are they not all alike the word of Godꝰ ion 
not the one the word of God, as much eth 
as the other / lf one part be true, then all h. 
is true: if one be falle. then all is falſe. o 
If thou beleeue one part, beleeue alſo Lor 
the other: if thou beleeue not the one, {wor 
beleeue not the other: but both in hixÞing 
time & place: if thou beleue not his pro · No 
niiſes, deſpaire not for his threatnings ſone! 
2 The ſecond Section. Nati, 
l adde further, that the Lord conſide - Heſſe 
ring our weakneſſe, and how hardly we elci 
are brought to belecue the ſtablenes ofÞ* che 
his promiſe, and this grace of God inpen, 
Chriſt beſtowed vpon ys : contenteib ed 1: 
not himſelf thus barely to haue promi Po fit 
>") wor farther, & bindetk him · P eſſit 
ſelſfe wich an oath, to the performance, o all 
28 of his promiſcs in genrtall, fo of the Ponce 
forgigeneſle of ſins. which is one fpech2d th 


all 
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ad ill chereof, as plainely appeareth in the 
>u | 22 Chapter ot Geneſis, whete the Lord 
in Ito ſhew voto Abraham, and vnto the 
nell beires of the promiſe, the ſtableneſſe of 
nel his counſel. as the ſpirit beareth witnes, 
\re {wore by himſelſe, (then whom there is 
none greater to ſweate Ly)that becauſe 

Abrahm had not ſpared his only ſonne, 

therefore the Lord would not ſpare his 

only ſonne: or rather as there it follow- 

eth, that he would giae him a ſeed, 

herein all the nations of the Earth 

ſhould be blefled:whete we ſee hat the 

Lord ſWeateth not only to ſend into the 

orld his Sonne: but to giue the bleſ- 
ing vnto all nations, in, and with him. 

Now by the bleſsing he meancth not 
dnely after this life eternal liſe, and fal- 

ation: but eut᷑ in this liſe . the forgiue- 

ide· Heſſe of our ſinnes, according as Pauid 
ve elcribeth this bleſling, ſaying, bleſſed 
es olfi r the man whoſe iniquities are forgi + 
4 inen, and whoſe ſins are coueted. Bleſ- 
tei ed is he to whom che Lord imputeen 
„mi. No ſiane So that it is maniſeſt. that the 

im · P eſſing that the Lord ſwore to giue vn: 

ace Ne all nations, in one eſpeciall regard, 
che oncerneth the ſorgiuenes of our ſins 
peel ad chat therfore the Lord hath ſug7ne 


all io 


ne. 
his 
pro- 
DOS 
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ro forgiue vs our ſinnes, in & through 

leſus Chriſt our Lord. But yet that we 

might more reverence the truth of this 

his promiſe, heſweareth the ſecõd time 

to accompliſhthem. And that in the 34 

chapter of the Propheſie of E/ay,where 

the Lord ſpeaketh after this maner, ſay 

ing. This thing is vnto me as the wa- 

ters of Noah , For as I haue ſworng 

that the waters ſhal no more couer the 

wholeearth:ſo haue I ſworn, that I will 

not bee angrie with thee, nor rebu 

thee : though theſe hilles ſhould: fall 

downe, and theſe mountaines be mo 

ued, yet my kindneſſe ſhall nor depart 

from thee,nor my league be remoued 

In which words, as the lord bindeth him 

ſelf by outward ſacrame nts: ſo by an ab{athi 

ſolute oath, to the continuance of hitfflof al 

loue to his · ward: and alſo to the ac com and 

pliſhing and fulfilling of the league oſſaſter 

his peace, which is that league, or coffhe ſn 
uenant before mentioned, made wiiwas, 

hem, or rather that which is expreſſſbeing 

fed Mbe 31 of Feremie : one ſpeciilſe 

clauſe, or dtticle whereof, as in the ſam 

place appeareth, that the Lord will fot 

giue our iniquities,and thinke neuer iſſtle te 

ny more of our offences: ſo that hero pe 
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tappeareth euidently, that the Lord 
ath [worn by himſelfe, that God hath 
ſwome by God, and that not once, but 
wice, euen againe and againe, to per - 
orm his promiſe made vnto vs eoncer- 
ing the free forgiue nes of all our ſins 
and out offences. This therfore is that 
path of the Lord, which when thou art 
brought to doubt of the forgiuenes of 
hy finnces, thou ſhouldeſt ſet before 
hine eies, ſtill having recourſe there · 
into, to ſtreogihs thy faith in the pro- 
niſes of God. And that after the exam- 
le of the Prophets, Apoſtles, and holy 
nen of God: as Zacharie in the firſt of 
. who remembreth (to aſſurę him- 
elfe of the metcy of God ſhewed to his 
jathers, his deliueranee from the hands 
f all his ſpirituall enemies, as ſin hell, 
andthe deuill, and the remifsion.of fins 
ter ward mentioned) the oath which 
e ſw are to our forefather. Abrahawhich 
s, that he would grant vnto vs tliat w e 


in rightcouſoes and true holines allthe + 
laies of our life. And alſo as the 7 8! 


| lev dhe kiebren and g ch 
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ing delivered out of the bands ol out 
nemies,ſhould ſerue him without ſear 


26 Thc Comforter. 
. thE that through faith & patience inhe 
rited the promiſes: alledged that oath, 
with the which the Lord bound hitmſell 
to Abraham, and the heizes of the pre 
miſes, to peiforme, & fulfill his promi 
ſes. that thus thou hauing the ſame ot} 
that they had to confirme thy fai 
ſhouldeſt( as they )haue ſtrong conſola 
tion: . thy refuge to lay hold vpd 
that hope of mercie that is ſer befor 
thee. and ſo tarying patiently,enioy th 
promiſes of mercie: which therefore 
with a ful perſuaſion of faith, thou maiſt 
looke for, becauſe the Lord hath tie 
himſelfe with an oth to accompliſh the 
ſame, For an oath, as the forementic 
teſtifieth,1savith the Lord 
bing · chat is, ſuch athing 
haunged. The heauens 


dens The Sunne ſhall look 

her light, and the Moone ſhall be ti 1 

ned into blood, befote the great and 

fearefull day of the Lord. The bil 
unall remoone, the foundations of thi 

but the promiſes ofthe Lord cftabliſhedhhi 
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WY by bis oath, are immortal, and cannor wal 
* 


u be changed. Vntill therefore thou ſee 
the earth conſumed, and the elements 
melt with feruent heat: nay, though., 8: 
hen, thou ſeeſt theſe thipgs diſſolued. 
yet know, that the oath of the Lord is 
exceeding conſtant, & that there is no 
end, nor change thereof, For it 18 im- 
mutable. Nay, as the ſame Apoſtle far- 
ther in the ſame place addeth, it is ſuclt 
ug; thing as it is impoſsib le, that the Lord 
mould lie therein. So that that Lord, 
uno whom al things els ate poſsible, vho 

Jean by his word at one inſtant, ere ate al 

chings, make things that are ſeene, of 
thoſe things that do not appeare: giue 
life vnto the dead: and againe win a 
ord conſume all things Whatſotuet: 
hat God. I ſay, to whom all things elss 
Irre poſsible, euen to him this one thing 
i impoſsible: which is to lie againſt his 
Noath. And therefore if it ſhall-ecome ', © 3 
into thy mind, that it may be that tum 
Lord will not do as he promiſeth, kao q +? 
Hor a certaintie that it may not, no, n rr 
nag eznnot be, that the Lord'ſhould breake 

his promiſe, ot his oatb. it is itpoſsibſe 
for him, he cannot doe it . It is ſuch a 
ling as is immutable, wherim it is in bY 


28 The Comforter. 


poſsible that the Lord ſhould lie. The 

oath therfore of the Lord ſhpuld bring 

an end to thy fear, and to thy doubting, 
Eſpecially, conſideting, that an oth for 
confirmation, is among men an end of 

al eontrouerſie. For euen in the ſuſpiti- 

on of the wiues honeſtie, an oath muſt 

cleare the woman, and ſatisfic the hus. 

| bands iealouſie. In the matter of cor 
0 tract or hire, if the partie that borrowec 
- his neighbors beaſt ſweare, that it peri» 
ſhed nat through his default, the lende 

ought, (and that by the law of God)to 

giue credite ynto him, and to reſt ſatisf. 

_ ed How much more then, not man, but 

the Lord, hauing ſworne to forgigeth 

1 ſinnes, oughteſt thou to reſt ſatistied. S 
N that now euen in reaſon, in.conſcience, 
+ in equitie, & in law, the forgiuenes cf 
1 thy ſinnes ought to be a matter out 
n all doubt. and controuerſie. If thou ie 
Cee ueſt the witne ſſe of men the witneſſ 
f God is greater. And yet euen with 
F pe oy vr not caſt of al (I ſay not 
feeare of God, but) humanitie, there 


N Aue a religion of an oath,as that ratl 
d thentheywilforſwearthemſclues,thoſſ 


Uuill ſuſtaine any inconuenience. Exan 
ples whereof we may haue Nn 
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onely from daily experience: but euen 
out of the teſtimonie of the word of 
as · I truth. Herod ſwore to giue to that dan. 
ang damſell, cuen whatlocucrihe) as» 
ted,yea;thoughi it were the onc/halle of 
ibis kingdowe: ſhe demanded the head 
aull of 7ohn Bepr;f.The ſcriprure teftifieth, 
USB that albeit Herod feared the people, and 
ſo a ciuil inſutrection, chat might haue 
colt him his life, & kingdome alſo: : yep. 
for his oaths ſake he ſent his executio 
ners (Iwill not now diſpute how laws 
ally) to cut off his head. 
lephtha a ludge of —__— reriars 
ned with victory) vowed, co ſacrifice vn: 
io the Lord, the firſt liuing thing that he 
met withall,after bis returne. The Lord 
ſo diſpoſed of the matter, thathisown _- 
. was the fitſt. that offered 3 1 
ſelfe voto him. Neither the regard wy 75 
ture, nor of the life of his own dough 
nor of his finne againſt vs 
perchance he knew not that h 
therein) no nor any thing c 
make him to break his(thi 
JF aduiſed) vow. But whay Sof 
fl theſe men, with vhom af Nee of rehgi-⸗ 


3 


on might ſeem thus to haue preu⸗ ad 


when it is manifeſt.that there haue hen 
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amongſt the heathen, many ſuch, eſpe · Not 
cially one Marcus Attilius Regulus, that ILo 
would. for their oaths ſake, terurne a- Ba 
gaine from their own friends & coun.· Io 
trey, whete they might haue reſted in ce 
cace and ſafetie, into their enemies thi 
2 that they knew 
that there were moſt exquiſit and pick · 
ed torments there prouided for them? 
How many haue we known with vs, who 
being conſtrained by their oath, haue 
laid open tlieir owe ſhame, and ſecte- 
cie, to their greateſt and vttermoſt pe- 
rillꝰ If ſuch be the reverence of an oath ff 
taken but by God, what thinke we will 
be the reward thereof, when it is taken 
of God?If man whoſe heart is aboue al fltic 
things moſt deecitfull, will noe be mo- 
ued to breake his oath : doe we thinke, 
that the Lord, who is the righteous fi 
judge of the whole earth, can be moued 
0 forfweare himſelfe ? The Lord will None 
not ſuffer that mã that ſweareih to his 
neighbour, and diſappointeth him, to 
i tabernac le, nor to reſt 
vpon his i: and then is it likely Ig 
that he will er the ſinne it ſelfe, for 
the which he reprooueth the man, to 
uaaue place in his owne perſon * 
| | 4! O- 
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Lord, accounting him tobe leſſe cons: 


ſtant, then inconſtant man. If it were 


poſs1ble that ſuch av imagination ſhuld 
creep into out heads, as that we ſhould: 
think that the Lord would lie: yet fat 
be it from vs. chat we ſhould think that 
the Lord would fortwearhimſelfe;Euen 


this one word therefore, which is,that 
the Lord hath ſworne ro forgive vs u 
fins : ſhould ſtrike into our hearts ſuch | 


ful aſſurance therof, as that we ſhould 


Jeſt in peace. be fully latisfied and reſol· 


ted therin: no longer wayerit 98 the 


tic in the Lord, euen amy ſelſe bat 
hon many of the elect of God to haue 


ibly fraidand 
ules: 
once, — God hath ſworn to forgiue 
heir ſins, haue been exceedingly con 


diſquieted in their oi 


forted, and refreſhed therwith; & bade bf ak 
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zetker with their di «fo that t. y 

either ſeared nor doabred 77 of 4 
The third Seftion, h 

Bur yet further, if we meaſurii 
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31 


ſorbid. that we ſhould ſo conceive of the 


preſently ſhaken & caſt off all fear 8 3 


meonſt ant & doubtfullmi an: 
hut rather reioice. be comfortsd, & o- 


lone: who, althogh before they ver hors 
et fo ſoone ay they beard this 75 | 
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Lord by our one foot, ſhall nor giue 
credit, either to his wo1d,or to his oth; 
but ſhall, for better aſſurance, require 
writings, and as we ſay, euidences there- 
of: behold herein the loue of God allo, 
who hath by his indenture of couenits, 
bound himſelfe to forgiue our finnes,& 
all our offences, The coucnants(forthe 
more aſſurance)you may ſee drawn ay 
it were by the Lords one hand. in the 
31 chapter of the propheſie of leren. & 
ſet downe very authentically, as in the 
very and right forme of an indenture 
ol coucnants,in this manner following. 
Thus is the conenant this will make with 
houſe of Ipavl after thoſe dale ſalth the 
ord, -1 will pus my lawes in their inward 
parts, and wiiteit in their hearts,and I wil 
be their God, they ſhal be my people, And 
they ſhal teach no more every man hu nei gh. 
bony, ſaying; Know the Lord : for they ſhall 
all know me. from the leaſt of thts; vnto the 
greateſt of chem;ſaith the Lord: fur I wil for- 
gine their ini quities, and vil remember their 
duns no more. This is the Indenture of fl © 
the couenants of the Lord, drawneucn 
| 323 neer of the Lord, the holie © 
hoſt, Wherein;i 


nthe very entrance 


thereof, thou maieſt ſee: Firſt, the wy 
| 1 ile 


bee their God, and they ſhould be his po 
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ſtile of an Indeature,containedin theſe. 
words: This is the couenant, and ſo forth; 
Secondly, the parties themſelues men 
tioned, betweene whom this couenant © . 
is made: the Lord of the one ſide, & the 
houſe of Iſrael, that is, the elect, & hou» 
ſhold of God, which is the Church Ca 
tholike, on the other ſide, contained in 
theſe words: That I will make with the 
houſe of [ſrael,Thirdly,the ti me, the date, 
and as it were the terme of thoſe coue- 
nants, when they ſhould enter and be- 
ginzand that was eſpecially at the time 


of the death of Chriſt,coprifed in theſe | 1 


words; After thoſe dale: Fouithly, the at- 
ticles and couenants themſelues are ſet 
do va, and ſpecified: and they are three 
principally. The firſt is, that he will in- 
ſtruct them inwardly in their ſoules by 

bis ſpirit : which ſhould write his lame in 
their hearts, The ſecond is; chat hee would” 


The third is, that hee mad ſor gun theirs 
iniquitie. & remeber their offences nd moves! 4 
So that here we ſee ihe expreſſe laden 
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nough to haue but one, which is as the 
firſt draughi:but a paire, that they may 
be giuen interchangeably: therfote the 
Lord hath by the hand of the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrue in the eight chapter. drawn 
the counterpane of the former. word for 
word, asit is in the former, after this ma- 
ner : which! will allo ſet downe, chat 
thou maieſt confer them together. ſay- 
ing: This is the cauenant thas F will make 
with-the bouſe of Iſcael after thoſe daies, 
- ſaith the Lord.1 wil put my lawes in their in. 
ward parts, and write thein their har iu. And 
I wil be their God: c they ſhal be my people. 
And they ſhal not teach curry ma his neigh« 
ben, ſaying : Know the Lord : for all ſhall 
know mee, from the leaſt to the greateft of 
them. Fer I will be merciful unto their vn- 
+ eee F will remember their fins 
their iniquitiesno more. In which words 
thou ſeeſt the very counterpane of the 
former ludenture of the Lords coueniis 
word for word. So that now thou 
tail a pait of theſe Indeqtures of coue· 


is with thee at 
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Bodner of God to thee ward: who 1 5 
taken the paine to coppie but tbe ſur” _ 
of the e in ds folio to the 107 

: in wor 0 This i 
— comenant that w e 
ter hoſt daits, ſaith ihe Sym 
lawes in their hearts, and in their minds will 
1 wrize them. And their fu and Miiquities 
wil I remember no more. So that thou ſeeſt 
how faithfully the Lord, (as one chart 
ment not to deale wee thee) 
bath dealt in this behalfe. What can he 
do more? Thou wilt pot take his word 
nor his oath, he hach entred into coue - 
nants,& bound himſplfe by his Inde n- 
ture, to perfotme his Sie And 
this Indenture he hath cauſed to be 
made interchangeably, & ſo à pare of 
them to be drawn : one forthe princi · 
pall, on the behalfe of the Lorch the o- 
ther for euer to remain with thee; And 
that which is more, he hath given with. 
a a coppie thereof, if thou fiouldeſt 

my to find the liidenture i it 
i Andleaſtrho ſhouldſt take ſome 
exception againſtthe hand, or the F 
uener that —— the lime: the L. ine 
before l ſaid, dre the coue en 12 5 a 10 | ® E 
denture ele wi m bis owe n 
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aer r hich is the holy Ghoſt, who is 
F with the father and mo ſon, God, bleſ· 
. for euermore.As dae appeareth 


5 
by the 1 the holy Ghaſt him- ſ » 
9 
0 


e at no Scri pture came 
of any. qe motion but holy men 
wrote, as they were moued.and guided : 
by the holy Gho hoſt And therfore Chriſt, 
Peter, and Paul with all che reſt ot the 
Apoſtles, when they ſpake of che wits. 
rings of the Prophets, and their. wines 
called it the witneſſe & writings of the 
holy Ghoſt, So that theſe Indentures 
wete dravne and written by the hoh 
Ghoſt, which is ihe hand and finger of il: 
 God.Sothatthou haſt thecouenants,of 
God drawne 110 with the Lords obne 
Ta hand:for thy better and full aflurarixe, 
ne. And leaſt Lhe this Indenture-ſhould e 
/ | want any thing of his ful vettue, power, Et 
and ſtrength: the Lord hath added his 
Sacramente:which are ficly.by Paule, in b 
the fourth to the Romanes(ſpeaking of e 
cum u, Which was a Sacratnent to i. 
e the ſame that Baptiſme is 
Sep 1 55 ee re 8 
8 gene rall, vnto BY il 
EY 3 * tals of the couenant of Go d. So 
i he Lon hauing added his Sacra - 
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mentsto his couenants, hath therin ads -. 
ded his ſeale to his inden his 
Sactaments are his ſeales. The 
herof conſiſterh not as doe the ſe: cs 
of {ſhag and princes ofthe earth. xi er 
of yellqyw, or . or red Nax ihut ol 
the red Bloud, of the immaculat & vn · 
ſpotted Lambeahe Son of God, Ieſus 
Chriſt; hich is viſibly exlubited in the 
Sacrament of the Supper of the Lord. 
For which cauſe the Lord bim ſelt, and 
the Ap Paul in the 11 of the firſt to 
the Corin. calleth the cup in the Lords 
ſupper,the bloud of the newcouenar:for 
that this new couenãt before ſet down, | 
is ratified, eſtabliſhed; cohrmed,&thers | 
with ſealed as it were with a ſeal. Wher⸗ 
in allo leaſt thou ſnouldſt take ſome ex- 3 
ception againſt this ſeale. as if it were ei- 
ther counterfait, or by ſtealth added e 
afixed therynto:thou art to enderſtad, "yl 
fuſt that it is the. Lords bro ll ſes 8 
dne ae queensbroadſealeyibery e 
is imprinted, ingrauen, & ſo tepreſennxk 
8 the TON her ene Is 

rament of the Lords uppers We 
is his ſeals, i is imprinted, i . 5 
ee 8 Wage 2 4 ＋ 4 . 


BY ? N l 
g 


* N 
9 ; 4 1 Y > 
g 8 .* 11 a 1 5 * 14 % 7 * , i * Os N 
A : "of * 
— 0 2 
* 4 Wo * 
4 LL, 3 x * $ * 7 WP .< q & we N E 
„ 1 , 1 48 1 S + 4 5 
; Fay JF # 


| „ 8 
wes per * 3 4 70 ied 7 
4 f g "y ads * m 
FF 2 2 r 4 3 
7 * * — . wr | 9 3 
& 8 8 3 
1 4 us „ 4 
1 6 * 1 * a * 
„ 0 
. D . 1 


38 The Comforter. 


ſon of God, leſus Chriſt, the bread re 
pre ſenting his bodie,& the wine repre> 
 fenting his bloud: & that in ſuch a lively 
manner & forme, as that Chriſt himſelſe 
calleth the bread his b- dy, and the wine 
his bloud it ſelfe. So that the perſon of 
the Queen is not ſo liuely repreſenced 
in her broad ſeale, as the perſon of the A 
Son of God is repreſented in his broad 
Teale, Secondly, thou art to know, that 
therein alfo is his ſcale of armes ingra 
uen. For theri is ſhewed forth the arms l 

of Chriſt nailed to the croſſe (which is $: 
the cogniſante of a true Chriſtian ) his d. 
bodie broken, and his bloud ſhed, for of 
the remiſſion of ih ſinnes And this u 
in ſueh a liue y maner. by the breaking Cs 
© ofthe bread. which is his bodic;and the I) 
- _* ſheddmyg of the wine. which is hisbloud: 

ſewed forth vnto the cies of our bodie: 
an that we there behold viſibly as in z 
mirror. Chriſt cruciſied before our eies: 
Bis body broken. and his bloud Nhedifor 
che forgiuenefle of out fins. So that our 
eies may there ſee the worke of our re 

empti — 5 — ſo yk ſeale 
prelaions, vo ſhat euen axthe 
en 
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ire: broad ſeale of England, hath ou theone 
ide the perſon of the Prince, and on the 
other fide the armes of the land ingra- 
ven: ſo hath this ſeale of God (fixed®ts 
his ipdenture of couenants)the perfon 
of the Lord on the one ſide. & is arms 
on the other fide, lively, anll cuidentiy 
imprinted. Thirdly, thou muſte6fider, 
that this is his ſeale,which is vſually at- 
fixed in ſuch caſes, & to ſuch writings. 
For it hath been alwaies the vfe of the 
Lord, to ſeale theſe and ſuch like coue- 
i Ynants of ſpirituall graces, by che ſned- 
ding of bloud. As may appear inrher5 
of Geneſis, where the Lord confirming 
and ſealing his couenant of rhe Jarid of 
canaan, (which repreſented that heatiEs 
y leruſalem nts theas)whicli he pro- 
miſed unto ./braham.andhis ſeed : au- 
ſed hiin to ſlay a calſe, a gaat;& a tam. 

ol three years of age, and to tut them a 
ſunder, according to the vſe of thoſe -. 
nation. So the Lord in che 15 of Gaieſt, ? 
being to entet into a new couenant witk 
Alraham; concerning the child of pro- 

iſe ſealed the ame ib circumeifſon. 
which was a Sacra ment of bloud; Bur 

not lively of all this apptareth in the 


49 Tube camſerter 
eſtabliſh his firſt; which is that old cos 


uenant with the lewes, in the hand of 
Moſes, the mediator of the old coue. 
nant, cauſed diuers beaſts to be ſaci. 
fced,& their hlouds to be taken in tye 
veſſe ls, according to the two perſons; 
that is, God, and the lewes, with whom 
the couenant was to be made: and t 
bloud to be ſprinkled vpon the pillen 
erected for that putpoſe, the one repre 
ſenting the Lord, the other, the people 
which being accordingly pefformedby 
Moſes ; he added,ſaying; This is the bloud 
of that couenant, which the Lord hath mad 
with you That is to ſay, this bloud is that 
bloud, by the which the Lord ſealeth 
vnto you the couenant, that before hee 
couenaated with you. Thus as the Lord 
ſcaled his old couenants with the bloud 
of bullocks, goats, and rammes, which 
worte but tipes of Chriſt, the body of all 
the ſhadowes : So he ſealed, according 
to hia vſuall manner, this his lndenture 
of the new coucnantin like maner, with 
bloud : and that with the bloud of his 
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covenant, were all of one nature. And 
ther ore ae Apoſtle to the Hebrues, & 
the ſpirit of God in diuers places be- 
fide, c ompr ehendeth them both vnderx 
one name or word, which is Herr? 
which ſignifſie th either a will or teſta- 
ment. & alſo a couenant. Now we know 
chat a te ſtament or will, and ſo a coue- 
nant is ueuet ratified vntill the dearth of 
the teſtator: that is the man that made 
the will: but he being once dead, the” 
will cannot be altered, but muſtſtand 
vnchangeably, For a man that is dead, 
cannot alter bis will or couenant;The 
Lord therefore being imntortall, and 
therefore could not die: that he migen 
by the ſame vuchangeable mannerxati- 
fie and confirme his promiſes, cauſed 
certaine beaſts, whichrepreſented his 
bodie, as tipes and figures of himſelfe, 
to be lain for him, and in his ſtead: vn 
til that Chriſt himſelfe, who was aboue 
all things, God bleſſed for enermore; 
ſhould in his owne perſon, by his on 
death, & the ſhedding ot his moſt pre- 
cious bloud, eſtabl:ſh and confirme this 
his one good will and teſtament,that + 
is, this new couenant afore mentioned. 
And therby ſeale ſinnes, and purge ini- 
quitie, 


quitie, & ſo bring in euetlaſting peace: 
as the Angell ſpeaketh to Daniel, in bis 
ninth chapter. Chriſt therefore by his 
death and bloudſhedding, hath eſtabli. 
ſhed this new couenaot of the forgiue. 
nes of our ſinnes, in ſuch ſort, as that it 
cannot be changed. For the man being 
dead, as the Apoſtle ſheweth to the He- 
brues. the wil is not to be altered. God 
therfore that he might aſſure vs, that he 
would not alter this his good wil & co. ¶ hir 
uenant of grace, laid done his owne 
life: and ſo by his death, which was b 
the ſhedding of his bloud, he hath ſo 
ſealed this his couenant, as that it can - 
not be broken, nor diſanulled. And as 
hereby, he hath inuincibly confirmed 
his coucnants ſo hath he herein, vſed 
no other ſcale to ſcale thẽ withall, then 
thatwhbich hath been alwaics viuall in 
the like caſes For as al his former couce 
nants ( eſpecially the old couenit) were 
confirmed by bloud: ſo likewiſe is this 
kis Indenture ſealed, and fo ratified by 
- thehlpudeof leſus Chriſt, which is ther- 
foto, as before I ſaid, very fitly called 
le hhoud of the ne couenam: for that 
herby ſchis coucnant is ratified, ſealcd, 
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thou haſt the Loxds Indenture, written 
with his owne hand, and ſealed with his 
owne bloud: which is that broad feale, 

and that ſcale of Armes, that is vſually 
affixed vuto ſuch covenants & eſcripts. +. 
And herein, leaſt thou ſhouldeſt rhinke- 
that this ſeale were a counterfait,or ad. 

ded by ſtealth: thou art to know, that 

the inſtitution of this ſeales or Sacra- 
ment, came not from man, but f16-God 
himſelfe. who the ſame night that he 

was betraied, ordained the ſame, & cõ- 
maunded it to be ioined, and added vn- 

fo ¶ to the word of grace, and the preaching; 

an · N of the forgiueneſſe of finnes. as inſinite 

as proofes might be alledged, if it were a 

ed matter of any doubt The truth thetfore 

ed and the lawfulnes of the ſeale, is a mat 

en ter out of all doubt and controuetſie. 

in What is there els then, that thou requi-· 

ce reſt for the confirmation of this his, or 
re rather thine euidence? Deſireſt thou f | 
\is © vitnefſe ? Behold the teſtimonie Vun * 
by the Prophets and Apoſſ les, who were 
r- the pen -· men and writers het ef who: 
ed therfore ought ro ſtand for * ] ub e ; v. 1 
at neſſes. Behold the witnes of the Father? 
d, || the Senne, and the holy G 
n nes of all the faithful of God 
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one mouth, as aſterward in 2 mal 
appear do confeſſe the ſame. But what 
ſhalrthou need to bee careful} hereof, 
when thou maieſt bee aſſured,that the 
Lord,if thou ſhew him his own writings 
aud ſcriptures, will neuer denie his own 
hand. Hauing therefore this Indenture 
and writing of the Lords owne hand, 
follow herein the example of that god. 
ly king Exekiah:who,whe he had recei- 
ned letters from Zenacherib, that were 
blaſphemous againſt God, entred into 
the temple of God, vnfolded them, and 
nid them open before God, to mooue 
tube Lord, the rather thereby to bow 
done his eates, and to hearc his re- 
Aueſts, that he powred out before him. 
Zo thou haui — from m4, 
but from God 1 's & eui- 
dences,norofwrath,but of bis free met. 
tie, and the forgiueneſſe of thy ſinszen · 
ter into thy chãbet take theſe euiden · 
ces & cduenants of che Lord with thee, 
* vnfold them, ſpread them, lay them 
open, ind read them befote the faceoff 
Jod. And withall. after iha example of 
Neal, poure forth thy praiers & ſup- 
Pheations before the Lord: and ſay vn- 
* 5 kolloweth. q Oh 
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Ones merciful God. e Father of 
all comfort and conſol ation: thou 

chat art that ſtrong God, that forgiueſt 

el offences, and paſſeſt h ĩniquitie in the 

g mnant of thy poſſelsion: thou that 

pre pareſt the heart of the poor, & then 

re openeſt rhine eare, to heaxken thetun · 

4 ſto. Incline, O Lord. xhins eare, & heare: 

*. open, O Lord. chine eies, and ſee:behold 

O Lord, the word of thine owne lips, & 

the writings of thine owne hand. Of a 

truth Lord, l haue fi ned and done ex. 

ceeding wickedly in thy fight. I acknow 

ledge it, ge confeſſe it before the throne 

of thy grace · But thou, O Lotd, accors- 

ding to the riches of thy mercy and los? ? 

uing kindnes, haſt promiſed to . - 


mine offences. Vea, the more to "IF 
the ſtablenes of thy counſell, thou haſt 
tied thy ſelfe by an oach therunto. Aufi 
that which is more, thou haſt couenann © of 
ted and indented with me, by this ch 
couenant, to paſſe by mine iniquities, & 
to remember my ſinnes no more. Aud 
now Lord, regard, I beſeech thee, thy 


gtacious and free mercie: the oath of 


thy holineſſe: and behold the words o 
thine owne mouth, the wwe cnn PE the 


coucnants of thine one hands, ſealed oO 
2h nn, 
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with thine own moſt pretious bloud. d 
confirmed by thy death vpon the crofle, 
wherin thou haſt promiſed to forgiue 
all my ſinnes, and wy tranſgreſſions, Be aa 
it vnto me thy leruant, I beleech thee, 
according to thy free promiſe, and ac. 
cording to thy gracious covenant, Oh 
lot me feele, | pray thee, the accompli. 
ſhing hereof in my owne ſoule. And as 
thou haſt wrirten this couenant in thy 
word with thino own finger, and ſcaled 
the ſame with thy bloud: So gracious 
Father, vouchſafe ro write it in my hart 

by thy ſpirit, and to ſeale it vnto my 
| Conſcience, by the powerful applying of 
the ſame thy 2 chat it 
. 5 waſh me from all my fins and my 
ſgreſſions, and ſo create in me, that Im 
2 God tharpaſſeth all vnderſtã · Ing 
ding. Gracious God, thy free offer m · 
me freely to offer theſe my re. 
pros ynto thy name, and wich a full It 
confidence 3 


neben 710 e ſeri 1 
thine on per | 


1 . bit bout f ben wu 
— | 


The Comforter, 


\& | thy bart ſhal find fairb,ſo thy ſoule ſhal 
teceiue comfort, in, and — 
ug Lord : feeling accordin 2 io this coue· 
Be nant of the Lord, thy ſelfe robe waſhed, 
tlenſed. ant cuſtified,; in the name of le- 
ic. u Chriſt, and by the ſpirit of our God. 
Oh The fourth Section. 
li} But yet further,if with Gedeon weſhal 
| as $6: fire a token: or with Exekich,a ſigne 
thy (to confirme our faith. Behol the Lord 
ſitteth not in a rainbow in the clouds 
13 he did to Næah the maketh not the 
anne to go tenne degrees backward, as 
Ide did for Exeljeh: he maketh not the 
llecce to be wet in the drie floure . nor 
die in the wet dew, as he did for Gedes | - 
: but he giueth thee, being but une 
man, euentyd ſignes: nay. mote then 
f den euen two Sacraments: rhe one 
E tiſme. the other, of the Lords ſup- 
er: both of them being — 
Iv coafirm vnto thee. the inuiſtble grac 2 
the free mercy of Godin leſus Chriſt. 
d therefore did the Lord himſelfe in 
e ſeuenteenth of Gene, when neon 
iſtituted the Sac ramẽt of — 


dn, call cnc, apy ut vnto Abr 
hatirſhould be a 


ol the couena m 
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43 Type Compt. 
that is, chat it mould be that ſigne, that Yb: 
the Lord would giue voto him, to aſſure 
and to approue vnto him the fulſilling 
and accompliſhing of his couenant, 
Whereupon the Apoſtle Pawtinthe 
fourth to the Romans, ſpeaking of the 
ſame Sacrament, calleth it in like man- 
ner a ligne: ſay ing. that Abraham recei. 
ued the ſigne of C reumeiſion, that it 
might ſeale the righteouſueſſe of faith, 
which was in his vncireumciſion. That 
is, that he receiued citcumciſion, which 
was an outward and an euident ſign, toe 
confirme vnto him his free juſtification 
by faith. Thus as one of the Iewiſh 8. 
craments'is called a figne-; ſo like wii 
was the other, which was the PaſchallÞes. 
lambe,or Paſſeouer:as plaincly appes · Lor. 
reth in the twelfth of Exeduc where itim 
laid of the bloud of the Paſchall lambeſſhe: 
which repreſented the bloud of Iefuucth 
Chriſtithe vnſpotted &vadefiled JambFo th 
that it ſhould be vnto chem bor a ſign bie 
vpon their houſes, that the Lord,wheſP'ucl) 
he deſtroyed the Ægyptians, their anſto n 
his enemies, would paſſe ouer them, (ow: 
that they ſhould liue in peace and reſſram 
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har both che Iewiſh Sacraments, were gor 
ure not only ſealcs of the couenants, bur al · 
iogY giuen for ſigns & tokens vnto them: 
int, N vbich ſhuld be continually before the it 
the eyes, to confirme voto them the graces 
the of God, in leſus Chriſt,,Whereupon it 
ſolla weth, that as their Sacramets were 
rato them: ſo are our Sacraments, that 
is the Supper of the Lord, & Baptiſme, 
given for figns voto vs, to confirme, as 
ill other the graces of God: ſo out free 
orgiuenes and pardanfor al our offen. 
es, For the ſame is Baptiſme vnto vs, 
at Circumciſion was vnto them, 4.48 
plainely appearcth in the ſecond to the 
lande cleuenth & twelfth vers 
ge.. And the ſame is the Supper of the 
Lord ynto vs, that was the Pas hall 
mbe vnto them, as infinite places and 
belſthe gene rall conſent of all men appto- 
une th. The vifible ſigne only, according 
Fo che time, being altered into ang the, 
zu hich is far more ſignificant, and more 4 
aely ro-fignifie:and ſo to conſitme vun. 
on chis invardgrace of God, of hic 
"wwe ſpeake. And the teſore is a San | 
reſrament very bicly , according to his 
d beir vie, de ned by AngnHineto bea 
1 tbiihble ſigne of an inuiſible grace - S 
1 B 
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therefore the ſigne of the Raine-bow in 

the clouds, cõfirmeth vnto vs. that pro. 
miſe of God, which he made with Noah 
tha: is, that hee would deſtroy no more 

the whole earth with waters: as the re- 
turne of the Sunne tenne degrees back. 
ward, was a ſigne vnto Ezekias, that bet 
ſhould be recouered out of that diſeaſe, 

As the fleece of Gedeon, being wet in the 
drie, and drie in the wet, was vnto him 

a ſigne, that hee ſhould ouercome hit 
enemies: ſo is the water in Baptiſme, 
wherwith we were waſhed, a ſigne aud 
token vnto vs,. chat we ſhould be waſhed 
from all our ſinnes, and our offences. 
likewiſe is the breaking of che bread, & 
he pouring out of the wine, in the Su- 
per of the Lord, another as euidentiphy 
figne;tbat by the death of Ieſus Chriſt Ypiv, 
and by che ſhedding of his bloud, we a ſt 
purged from all our fins, According tvffeue; 
the faying of lohn in his firſt Epiſtle: whdprac 
ſaith. that the bloud of Chriſt purgeth Faith 
frotn all our offences, And agaio in thijdulo 
Reuelation,Chriſt ſaich, he hath waſhelf gn 
va by his bloud from all our offences Lore 
And agaipe in the fift to the Epheſianiſ aot b 
the Apoſtle Paul 3 Baptiſmſenou 
aich that Chriſt ſanctiſied the Shurchſtbe ſ 


8140. 
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and purged it, by the lanaere of water in 
the word. So that now, when thou ſeeſt 
other, or remembreſt that thy ſelfe was 
waſhed with water in Baptiſme: And a- 
gain, hen thou ſeeſt the body of Chriſt 
o be broken in the Supper of the Lord, 
and his bloud to be poured out, and gi- 
ynto thee:thou art to conſider with hy 
elfe. that theſe are two ſigus & tokens, 
which are ſhewed,and giuen to thee of 
the Lord, fully to aſſure and perſwade 
thy conſcience, that thy fins areforgi- 
den thee; and that thou art waſhed, that 
thou art ſanctiſied. and that thou art iu» 
ſtifed, by the bloud of leſus Chriſt, and 
by the ſpirit of our God, So that now. 
doeſt thou ſecke with the Scribes and 
Pharifies a figne? Beho!d the Lord bath 
Mios vnto thee, not one, but two tokens, 
In ſtead of other miracles aud wonders: 
Feuen two viũble ſigus of this inviſible 
| pre Sacraments to confirm thy 
ith, and yet doubteſt thou? The inere - 
ulous lewes ſaid vnto Chriſt;ſhew vs a2 
Agne, and we will belecue thee. See the 
ces Lord ſheweth thee two, & yet wilt thou 
ſianiſoot belecue him? One raine. bo w 
ilmenouph for Noak:one fleece for Gedeon: 
1 | D 3 $4 and | 
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and will it not ſuffiee thee, to haue net 
once. but often, one fign giuen: nay, to 
haue not one, but two ſigns,to confirm, 
nay, to performe vnto thee, the things I 
chat are promiſed. For the othet were ** 
but ſigns confirming: but theſe are more, 
euen figns confirming and conferring, 
Muna confirmantia, & conferentia.) Fot 4 
that which is ſignihed,is given, confer» 1 
red, & lo ioined together with the ſigu 1 
it ſelfe. And therfore the Lord, to teach F 
this ſoundly vnto vs, calleth the om · 5 
vatd figne, by the very name of the 
thing it ſelf that is Ggnified: calling cit- 
cumcifion, the coucnant : the Paſchall 
lamb, the Paſſeouer: the water in Bap- 
tiſme, the fountain of regeneration: the p 
bread in the Supper of the Lord, the bo. n 
die of Chriſt : and the wine the ven, 
bloud of Chriſt ; to teach vs, that theſe 
figns are not as the rain-bow is, or the 
going backward of the ſun, or the fleece 
of Gedeon, which were bare ſignes that 
ſetued onely to confirme vs: but that 
they are more: euen ſuch, as alwaie! 
haue the thingt themſeluesthatare prog, ; 
miſed, and ſignified, anner ed, knit, and 
ioined vnto them.in regard of the Lo 
And therefore, as wenn, ; 
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A then, when the water waſheth thy bodie 
to , M4 a 9 5 
n | Baptiſme: & euen as verily, yea, and 


even then, when the bread is broken, & 
5' che wipe poured out inthe ſupper of the 
Lord,and given vnto thee: cuen ſo ve- 
nly, y ea and evea then, if thou be righe- 
5. in prepared, doth the ſpirit of God waſh 
hee, by the bloud of leſus Chriſt, from 
” |} allthy ſinnes and thine offences, For 
1 theſe figas are not only ſignui ficant, but 
M eſlectuall alſo: they doe not only con- 
be £1me, but giue that which they ſhould 

e confirme thee in. I meane a e = 
Sacrament ex opere operato, that is, by the 

hal rery bare Ln honor 2 
98 tace: oy a = ä wich de 
theſe ſigns, his forepromiſed graces t 

be. — the —— of thy finnes. And 
lo as he giueth the ſigne to confirms 
be thy faith: ſo the thing ſigniſied to com- 

Auf fort. thy conſcience, althogh perchance 
thou preſently feel not the power ther- 
ol. So that ſith the Lord is ſo gracious. as 
by two continuall viſible ſignes, which 
be will haue often ſhewed vnto the. e· 
Joen as it were wonders, more precious, 
ind ob greater power and force, chen a- 
Weges or tokens, in heauen aboue, or 
elf the 1-7-2 ee the Lord l ſay, 
js” 8 * 3 1s 


— 2 282 E 
: — A M 4.4 r „ 
e,, ß ERS 
85 ,, eo et de 
9 * #5 1 E * R 8 


54 The Comforter. 


is ſo gracious, as by two ſuch fignes to 
confirme vnto thee, the forgiuencfle of 
thy ſinnes: nay, to giue thee forgiuene: 
of thy ſinnes: wich what reaſon canſt 
thou doubt thereof? For bee giueth it 
ratothce verily, and indeed, if thou 
wilt receiuc it, together with the ſignt 
it ſelfe: and then why doubteſt rhog 
whether thou ſhalt haue it, whewalrea- 
die thou haſt it? What could the Lord 
doe more, or thou require more then 
this ? Thou defireſt forgiuenefle of thy 
ſinnes, and affurance thereof: che Lord 
promiſeth, nay ſweareth, nay indenteth 


to giue it, Hee ſheweth and giveth thee 
two lignes, to aſſure thee thereof: and 
that which is more, with the fignes he 
offereik the thing it ſelfe. And this i 
the firſt reaſon; taken from the promi- 
ſes of God, confirmed by ſo many vn- 
doubted meanes, 


The 


- 
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The3 Chapter. | | 

Wherin the forgineneſſe of ſiaues in ptoned, 
by the conſideration of Gods mercy, which 

is one part of his eſience,ſubſtance,and via 
Jure. | 


Thefirſt Section. 

— He ſccond rea- 
R\ ſſoa, to proue vn- 

to vs the forgiue· 

nes of out fins, 


conkderati on of 
the eſſence, and 


DY 
.— Se 


2 


— 


he natures of the Lord, which are 


part of the eſſence; the ſubſtance; and 


the ſubſtance, enẽ 


n % is taken from the 


the being of God, yea God himſt iſa. 


For whatſoever is in God. is God!: 


and in him there is no accident, nor 


qualitie, bur whatſocucr is in him, {3s 
of his eſſence, and bis ſubſtance. Arid 
therefore his nature, as his mercie, pa- 


lie pce, iuſtice, and ſuch like, ate oſ his el 


ſence, and are euen very God Hi mer - 
te iherefore is very God, and Gotlis 
mereie it ſelfe. He there fore that den 
eth mercie vnto God, (which is to 


Five our ſinnes) denieth God ro bee 4 


od, denieth one ſpcciall narure,which 
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the ſpirit of God aſcriberh vnto God, & 
that very often in the Scriptures, and 
the written word of God, Az namely in 
the ſecond of Joel, where the Prophet 
ſpeaketh thus of the Lord, ſaying: The 
Lord your God is gracious and merciful, ſloy 
40 anger, of great kindnes, and ſuch aunt 
au repenteth him of the cuil. And again in % 
che 3 4 of Exedus,the Lord himſe lfe pro. 
claimeth his name before Meſes, and alli 
the children of Iſrael faying,and aying Ii. 
The Lord, the Lord,firong mere ii ful, and gr 
(£58445, ſlow to anger, e abundant in good 
Wi. truth;reſer | _ — | Pay 
Jin ing iniquitie, ſin, and tranſg/ eſaian, & ſo 
232 foloweth — ” 
.againcin the 103 Plalme, the Propbeiſſob 
Daun ſaith, that the Lord 6s full of compaſ. Ir 
en and mereie, ſlow to anger, and of greaſy... 
Andneſſe. Many and manifeſt are thoſiſſeaſe 
prooſes, that prooue the Lord to be ban 
name & nature merciful, Now we knonſſo be 
that the nature and worke of mercie,iſſis ſ 
to teſpect, to pittie. and to help our mi · ¶ ot 
ſerie. For euen as the eie hath colour, ;., 
.thetoong taſts, the eare the ſounds, that 
noſe the lauours, for his obiect to biſhe b 
buſied in, to reſpect, and worke ypon: Milet 
the mercy of God, hath mans * 1 
| une 
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ſinne, the principall cauſe therof, as his 
obiect, to worke ypon, to cure, and to 
temedie: inſomuch, as if there were no 
miſecie, there eould be no vſe of Gods 
mereie. And therefore the Lord ſnut vp 
all vnder vnbeleeſe, as Paul teacheth in 
is epiſtle to the Romis, that he might 
baue metcie vpon all: and ſo by that 
Ineans made a way for his merey, which 
e could not ſo euidently haue mani - 
feſted ii ſelfe vuto our vnderſtanding. 
crein therfore appeared the depth of 
he riches, boeh of the wiſedome and 
2 of God (ſo much admired of 
paul in the ſame place )in that he would 
ther haue man fall, then his mercie 
ate: he would rather haue man ceaſe 
obe righteous, then himſelfe ceaſe to 
e mercifull:he would rather haue man 
iſe to ſne y obedience, then himſelfe 
eaſe to ſhew mercie: hee would that 
an ſhould fin, that he might appears 
obe a gracious God, in the pig 
is ſiane. True it is, that there appeared 
dotable euidence of the mercy of God |, | 
\framing this beautifull world, out 
Fat deformed Chaos, and rudecarth/in 
he beginning. in making the Sun tog 
Ne the day, and ibe Moone to gouerng 
"D's - 4, 
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_ thenight, as the Prophet at large de. ue! 
ſeribeth ##the 13 6 Pſalme. But the Lori thi 
not comented therewith, as a ſufficicntÞ the 
- *anifeſtation of his mereie, thought i vn 
not yrough to create, except he did te.] it i. 
. create man; to giue life, except he te. . 
deemed life; to giue life to them thai wil 
If were nor, except he gaue life ro them 
- that were dead; to make man righteou 
of nothing. except he made him righte: 
dus of a ſinner; to giue him righte ouſ. 
nes, except · he did alſo forgive bim hi 
Vvurigbteouſneſſe, his diſobedience, and 
inne committed 2 his gloriow 
maieſtic. So that it being the propertie 
of mercie, to reſpect miſerie. and G 
being rich in mereie, euẽ the God of all 
mercie, & the father of all comfore and 
conſolation, whoſe mercie re ache thun 
to the heauens, and his faithfulnes vn 
the clouds; we ma no leſſe truly, the 
doldly inferre, that as it is naturall fot 
- the firc to giue beat, or the ſun to giut 
_ light: ſo is it natutal fot God to forgiu 
thy finnes, and thy offences. And as tl 
fire giueth thee heat, & is not moued 
at the ſun giueth thee light. and is no 
vexed. and troubled there with, ſith iti 
dis nature ſo to do: ſo the Lord forg 
2 4 ue 
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veth thee thy ſinnes, and is not (as Sa. 8 


g "= 


than would perſuade thy 


* 


ther troubled, or vexed, or greeued, or 


ynwilling therewith : and why?becauſe 


it is his nature ſo to doe. And therefore 
u man doth thoſe things cheerfully & 


willingly, which he doth naturally : ſo 
God doth forgiue our ſinnes, and that 


without any trouble or moleſtation to 
himſelfe, becauſe his he art driucth him 
therunto, as the Prophet ſpeaketh. Thou 
tomeſt to the fire for beat, and it is not 


Jpaicefull for the ſame to · giue iti thou 


comeſt-ro the ſunne for ligkt. and it is no 


offence for it to affoord it: thou comeſt 


to God for mercie for thy fin, and it is 


not troublous for the Lord to yeeld it. 
No, he taketh a ſingular delight in for- 
giving thy ſinnes: as Micah in his laſt 


chapter plainly ſneweth. Where he ſaithy 
Who is ſo ſtrong a God as chou artꝭ ſorgiuing 
jm, and paſsing by iniquitie, in the remnant 


17 poſſeſaian. w hicinerpe rh not his angen 
r enertbecauſe he is delig hred with mortiel 


And the Prophet Dauidin his 137 pfalm 
telleth vs plainly, that ibe Lord deligh . 


Jteth ia them chat leare him and tome 
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both in them that ſue to hin for merey, 
and alſo in ſhewing of mercy, and ther. 
fore in forgiuing our offences. And uo 
maruaile: for firſt his mercie being one 
part of himſelfe, he muſt nee ds delight 
in the vſe the rof. For as man deſireth & 
delighteth in the vie of the parrs of hit 
bodie, of his toong to ſpeak, his eies to 
ſee, his eats to heare, his hands to feele, 
his feet to walk withall, inſomuch, that 


the contrarie therunto is painefull: 20 


for to haue his toong tied. his cies clo. 
ſed;his;carcs ſtopped, his hands mana · 
cled. his fect chained, or fettered: ſo is 
it a delight for the Lord to vſe the parts 
of himſclf,as of his iuſtice. to the iudae. 


ment of the obſtinat: ſo of his mercie, 


to the forgiuenes of the {in of the hum- 


ble, and the mourners; and the contta- 
rie theteunto, which is to be debarred 
eo like exerciſe and vſe of his me rcie, is 
rather troubleſome and paineful vnto 
tbe Lord,theniguhetorgiuenes of our 
ſianes. For the forgiuenes of fianes, is 


the vſe, and exerciſe of Gods mercie, 
which is one part of God himſelfe, ye: 
God himſelfe. For as this is true, Godis 


loueꝭ ſo this alſo is true, God is mercie: 
and therefore God muſt needs delight 
$1051 2: 


% 


* 


in his being, eue n in his being-mercie, 
er. | & in being mereiful to his elect, thou 
no miſerable, both men, and ſinners. And in 
ne ¶ this firſt regard, it is manifeſt. that God 
he taketh a ſingular delight in the forgiue 
& ves of our ſins.Secondly, & laſtly. the for · 
his ¶ giuenes of our ſius. turneth to the praiſe 
to ff of the glorie of his grace. For the Saints 
le, that taſt and trie the mercy of the Lord, 
hat ſing praiſe in the memoriall & remem-· 
4 btance thereof, as Dauid wille th them: 
lo. ¶ yea and hauing felt the mercie of God, 
13+ | in the forgiuencs of their offences with 
>is ¶ Danid, they acknowledge to the praiſe of 
tz the glorie of God, that the Lord is very 
ge · kind and mei ciful alſo. and that in God 
cie ¶ compaſsion doth plentifully flow. And 
m- ¶ with the clect of God, they fall downe 
ta · ¶ beſote the throne of his grace, & giue 
rel ¶ honor. and glory, and power, and praiſe 
uv nto God, that hath redeemed them 
nto i from this wicked world, & their offen- 
our ces, and made them kings and prieſts 
5. is vnto the Lord, a holy nation, & a royal 
tie, prieſthood, And as Schollers accept pare 
yes don from their Tutors, ſeruants frond 
dis their maiſters.fons from their parents, 
ie: ſubiects fro their princes, with all hum 
ble thanks: ſo the elect, aceept with al 
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thanks vntothe Lord, the cup of their 
ſaluation, the pards for their fins, bow. 
ing the knees of their ſoules vnto the 
God of all mercie, and the father of all 
comfort, falling down vpon their faces, 
_—_— thanks to him that hueth for 
euet and euer, that waſheth them by his 
bloud from all their ſinnes and tranſ. 
greſſions. And therefore ſith it turneth 
vnto the aduãcing of the glory of God, 
ruto the magnifying of his mercie, and 
is alſo of the eſſence & nature of God 
to forgiue our ſinnes: we may be aſſu · 
red that as che Lord bath a ſingular de. 
light therin, ſo a ſpeciall teadines there- 


vnto. For euen men (we ſee by experi · 


d ee do thoſe things, where- 
in they are delighted. We may therfore 


hereout conclude, that as the fire cans 
not chuſe but but u, fith it is his nature: 


ſo God cannot chuſe but forgiue vs our 
offences, ſith it is naturall vnto him. He 
is mercifull, for he is mercie it ſelfe and 
chat eſpecially vnto miſerable finners: 
fot where there is no miſerie; there can 
be no mercie. | 
The ſecond Section. 
The mercic of the Lord ſtretcheth it 

ſelfe euen go che beaſtes of the an 


- 


Lord, ſaich the Pſalmiſt. is good to all, & 
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T he Comforter. :63 
Thou Lord, ſaith the Prophet Dauid in 


his 30 Pſalme, doeſt ſaue both man aud 
beaſt, And againe in his 147 Pſalme, the 


his mercies are ouer all his works. Doth 


the Lord ſhew mercie to the beaſts of 


the field? and will hee not extend the 
ſame to man, created according to his 
own image ? is he gracious vnto ſence- 
lefſe creatures ? and will he not be gra- 


cious vnto reaſonable creatures? Doth 


his mercie ſtretch it ſelfe to the baſer 
workes of his hands? and ſhall it thin- 
keſt thou be ſhut vp from thee,the moſt 


exceller workmanſhip of al other hat- 


ſocuer creatures vpon the earth? 


Thou haſt had experience of the ma - 


nifold mercies of God towards thy bo- 
dy. He gaue thee life, whẽ thou wert not, 
he brought thee vp vnto mans eſtate, 
whe yet thou wert but weak: thou wert 


ficke, and he healed thee. weake, aud he 5 


ſtrengthened rhee, hungry, and be fed 
thee, thitſtie, and hee ſatio ſied thee, na- 


ked, & he cloathed thee; ſotrow full, and 


he comforted thee, in miſery and he re- 
keued thee: he is the God of thy body, 
ind therfore good dem rege 


hee the facher of ſpirits, and God of all 
mercie, 
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mercie, and therfore will be fauourable 
vnto thy ſpirit, I racane.vnto thy ſoule, 
as wel as ynco thy bodie. For the father 
of all mercie, is the father of ſpirits a 
well as he is the God of thy bodie. And 
ther fore thou maieſt look for the ſame 
fauor in healing the infirmities, euen 
the ſivnes of thy ſoule, that thou foun. 
deſt in curing the ſicknes and weaknes 
of thy bodie. | 
The Lord is mereifull euen towards 
his enemies, euen to the froward and 
vngodly man, be maketh his rain to fall 
ypon the good, and the bad, his ſun to 
ſhine vpon the iuſt and the vniuft. Hee 
giueth foode cuen vnto the godleſſe 
and vnrighteous man, euen to him chat 
ſtubbornly oppoſech himſelf againſt his 
maieſtie. It the Lord be ſo mercifull to 
his enemies, how merciful will he be to 
his friends? If to che reprobates, what 
mercie wil he ſhewto his electꝰlf to his 
flauces,what to his ſons? If to the veſſeli 
of wrath, what to the veſſels of mercie? 
It to the ſt oward, what to the mceke? 
If to the obſtinate, what mercie will he 
ſhew to the mourners?eſpecially ſith all 
the promiſes of God are made, either 
only, or eſpecially to them, that are wy 
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led with forrow for theit ſinnes. Bleſſed 
are they that mourne, for they ſhall be 
J comforted. Math. 7. Bleſſed are they that 
weepe, for they ſhall laugh and reioice. 
luke 6. And againe, to whom ſhall I 
ook, ſaith the Lord, E/. 65. euen to him 
that is poor. hat is broken in ſpirit and 
that trembleth at my words: and for 
the moſt part, all other the promiſes of 
4; (God are made to the ſicke, to the ſin -k 
ad N ners, to the loſt, and to chem that are 
all beauy loden. Thou therfore that MOoure 1 
neſt, that trembleſt. & att greeued with N 
thy innen maicR after amore eſpeciall 
fe Inander, aſſure thy ſelſe of Gods merey, 

t No teleeue thy miſerie;cuenthe miſetis 

un of thy ſoule, and thy ſinne, ]! 175 

Thouthy ſelfe ſneweſt mercie; even. 

to into thy brother: thy ſetuant offtenderh - 
at | thee, and thou pardoneſt him: thy ſon 

diſhonoreth chee, and thou forbeareſt 
him: thy neighbor deſpiſeth thee, and 

e) chou forgiueſt him: yea, thy dog, and 
2 chy beaſt refiſtech thee, yea, diſpleaſeth 
je thee, and yer thou paſſeſt by it: is there 
more mercie in thee to thy neighbour, 
then is in thy God to thee d Art thou 
more kind to thy ſeruant, nay, to thy, > 
dog, then God is vnto thee? Canſt, ana 
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d oeſt thou forgiue thy brother that of; 
fendeth thee, and will not God forgiug 
thee, offending his maieſtie? Is there 
more mercie in man, then in God 
Nay.is not this mercy in man, an im 

of the mercie of God, aceording to ih 
which wee were framed. So that thou 
maieſt behold the mercic of God to. 
wards thee, in the vic of thy mercie tos 
wards thy brother. Dooth not Chriſtf 
plainly teach vs, that if we forgiue men] 
that treſpaſſe againſt ys, our heauenlyſ 
Father 9 Sees _ — 
paſſes, at we ue the that t 
agaiuſt vs ? If — being gree . 
ued for thy finnes, deſireſt to be aſſut 

that they are forgiuen, reioice whe 

thou ſeeſt any man offend thee, Know 

zog, that thereby the Lord hath offered 

vnto thee an outward ſign, and an affu. 

red argument, to prooue the forgiuenei 

of thy ſinnes, vnto thy owne ſoule, auuſſes 
conſcience, For if thou forgiueſt thyſſof rh 
brother, thy God alſo wil forgiue theeſthou 

For the Lord will contend and ſti iuſſoule 
with thee in the forgiueneſſeof finnesiÞt me 
as whether thou ſhalt forgiue more often 

Fences to thy brother, or thy God vurdſuine 

thec, and the Lord will ouercome andpud t 
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T be Comforter. 67 
ſeo before thee herein. For as he is ifi 
zit: ſo his mercic is endleſſe. Add as in 0» 
line, one point is continued to ans - 2A 
ther: ſo in the mercies of God, the end 
one, is the beginning of a new mer 
je ftom the Lord. It is therefore a very 
profitable way to feele the mertie of the 
ord, e, euen to prouoke the 
ord to mercie towards our ſelues, by 
hewing mercie towards our brethregſ® 
Forif we ſhall contend with the Lor 
ha ſnewing mercie namely, whether we 
hal ſhew more me tele to our breihren, 
r our God to vs we ſhall be ſure to be 
wercome, and the Lord will get the 
ictorie. And herein it is both glorious 
nd profitable, and alſo comfortable 
or ys to be ouercome of the Lord: for 
his victorie is our triumph. | 
The wicked, and thoſe that are Julled . 
aſleepe.in the deapth of their one fins, 
aan confeſſe & acknowledge the truth 
f the mercie of the Lord, and can ſay, 
though in the flatterie of their owne , 
jueſſoules, that God is merciſull, that Gd 
$s mereifull. Can the »korners ro whom 
he mercieof the Lord doth not apper- 
ine, acknowledge the mercie of God, 
wed the forgiuenes of their fins ? _ 
can 
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canſt not thou, to whõ all thepromiſy 
of mercic doe belong, apply the ſame 
: vnto thy ſelfe, and acknowledge with 
thy mouth, and beleeue with thy har, 
that thy fins are forgiuen? Why ſhoul 
deſt not thou doe that fruitſully, whicl 
thoſe men doe vnprofitably? Why not 
thou do that truly, which they do falſe. 
ly? Why not thou do that comfortably 
Which they doe but flatteringlyꝰlmitat 
the Bee, that ſucketh honie out of that 
flour, out of the which the ſpider draw -- *: 
eth poiſou. This is the firſt reaſon, thai 
is taken from the mercie of God, which 


iu naturall vnto him. 
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The 4 Chapter. ” 
herein the forgiueneſſe of ſins is proued by 
the corifideration of Gods iuſtice( which is 
mother nature effentiall unto im) by 
three eſpeciall waies, Firſt, by reaſon thas 
the Lord hath promiſed to forgiue aur 
foi, in regard whereof it Flandeth with 
his iuſtice #0 performe the ſame.. Seconds. 
„I. fer that he hath alreadie puniſhed Its 
, ſus Chrift for our offences, and therefore 
ah annot ininflice puniſh them in vs aſſd. 
And laſtly, becauſe he hath glreadie pu 
niſhed our per ſons in Chriſtl,andſo cannes = 
infthy puniſh vs Ane. ? 


= He ſecond kindof 
reaſon is taken fro 
lie iuſtice of. God. 

#1 which is another 
VS nature eſſential ts 
the Lord « From 
*% which alſo,as wel 
| as ſröhis mcrcic, 
ere atiſech a neceſſarie teaſon to per- 

lade vnto vs the forgiuenes of e our hae, | 
nd that many waies.. KI 


7. 


The fit Seftion, hr. 5 0 
Frſt. fot that the Lord hath omni. 355 
o forgiue our fins, as before _—_ b 1 we | Wo 
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ſufficiently proued: in regard whereqf 10 
it ſtandeth with his iuftice to performing 
the ſame. And that alſo in ſuch a necei Nom 
ſitie, as that either he muſt forgiue Pin, 
our offences, aecording to hisword, o hit 
cls we muſt account him vnfaithfull in Nil 
the breach of his promiſes, or elſe, which e P 
were horrible to think or iudge him to the 
be, an hypocrite,or a diſſembler, in pre · Put a 
tending one thing. and intending ano 
ther: or elſe inconftant in altering thatſ'99! 
which he hath ſpoken with his lips, be ele 
muſt be thoghe(which were monſtrou 

to be vniuſt, in lying againſt hir truth, 

For iniuſlice dooth not conſiſt only ii 
workes,but in words alſo, and it appe 
taincthynto a juſt man, to deale not ou 
TP uly alſo. This iuſtia 


be God, ot eli the remiſſion of our fiaf* 

mult of neceſſitie be both inforced, aue Lo 

inferred. And therefore ohn in his fig 
Epiſtle. and firſt chapter, vtgeth thise 3 


ſpeciall reaſon, ſaying; If we confes oug dec 
ee fo hfal,andiu to for iſhed, 

ue our figs, and to purge vs from teres 
cute. And Daud ih h 103 Pſalog! 15 all 


in effect vſeth the ſame reaſon, to pe 
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evade the forgiuenes of our ſinnes, ſay- 
rings The mercie of the Lord endureth 
Vom age to age: towards them iat fear 

im, and his ĩuſtice (or as ſame tranſlate 


bis righteouſnes) towards childrens 


ildren. And againe in his 116 Pſalm, 
e Prophet gathereth the ſauing health 
Ffihe Lord, not only from his mercie, 
Put alſo from his iuſtice: and therfore 
De ioineth them both together, to ap- 
Srooue the ſame, ſaying The Lord. is 
Fricious & iuſt, our God I ſay is merci- 
ul che Lord that ſaueth the fimple,whe 
im brought low, hewerh his ſaluation 
nto me. Many other are thoſe places, 


hat vrg e the ſame reaſon, to conkeme 
to vs the ex. of our ſianes, and 


: Wherefore in this firſt re ſpect we may 
Soldly and truly prove vnto our ſelues, 
e remiſſion of our ſinnes from the iu · 

nee of God: for it is a juſt thing with 

e Lord, according to his promiſes,to 

irergiue vs our offences. . 

ge The ſecond Section. 

zul Secondly, the Lord hath already pus 

o iſned Ieſus Chriſt for our offences, & 

 alÞÞerefore cannot in iuſtice puniſh them 

mJ" 18 alſo, Fot as Eſay teſtifieth in his 53 

helf hapter, he was puniſhed for our 2 
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he was broken for our iniquitie: we al 10 
erred as a ſheepe, euety one of vs tun * 
ned to his own way, and the Lord made . 
the puniſhment of vs all to fall vpon . 
him. What could be ſpoken more plaia , 
ly for the proofe hereof, then this which 1 
the Prophet here by the ſpirit of God 
deliueteth vnto vs? For we offended, x. 
Chriſt was puniſhed, the ſeruãt djſpleas 
ſed his Lord, & the father beat his ſan 
for it: dealing herein with vs, as he di 
' with Nawd, Dauid cõmitted adulten 
and the child that was borne in adul 
tetie, died for it. Dauid cauſed his ſub 
lects to be numbred, and the people i 
great multitudes were ſlaine therfore 
Or rather as Tutors vnto Princes chili 
dre,dealcwith their pupils, if they cot 
mit a fault their ſetuants arc beaten:bi 
here in is the difference: there the (4, 
tant is beaten forthe ſon, but hete i . 
ſon forthe ſeruant: the naturall ſoon... 
for the vnnaturall child: the one ly be 
gotten, for the adopted ſon: the gradi 
ous ſon,for the ſonne by grace: the beſ.ꝗ hi 
loued, for his enemies. So Chriſt i rift, 
puniſhed.and we are pardoncd: Chil, ves, 
vas charged with, aad we diſchargſberege 
from our fins, For the Lord took hi hole 
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T he Comforter. 73 
il ſor the offendor, and puniſhed him a: 
the off:ndor. It ſtande th not thereſore 
de with Gods juſtice, ro puniſh thoſe our 
on ans in our ſelues,that hee already char» 
0B red vpon his ſonne, and pur ſauiour Ie- 
ich 10 Chriſt. But the equity of this ſhal the 
etter appeare, if we ſhall conſider, that 
ur fins are called. and ate indeed thoſe 
lebts which we ought vnto the Lord. 
kor the paiment wherof, Chniſt entred 
sto bonds, with this condition therin 
Endorſed, that if we in any part failed. he 
Tof his owne ſubſtance would ſatisſie the 
hole. Now ſuch was our beggerie, that 
ke were not able to ſatisfie the ſame, & 
ole ch was the wiſedome of God; that he 
bil, ould not ſeek by rigor of law to reco 
our the debt of vs poore men, the beſt 8 
ficheſt of vs, being bur beggerly mates, 
ther fore in no likelihood able to mal 
iment therof to his maieſty, albeit he 
roubled-and ſued vs neuer ſo long. The - 
de ord ther fore ſee ing that it was but Joſt 
dor that was ſpent vpon vs, commen- | 
ed his action ingreat wi „ 
| ully as rich in glorieun © 
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lubſtince, euen of the ſubſtance of hiyſf,y, 
bodie and bloud. paid vnto God the Fa mat 
ther, whatſocuer in iuſtice either he hat 
could demand, or we ought, We ough hau 
to die, he ſatisſied the ſame: we ought u xit 
haue born the heauie wrath & diſplea. Ar. 
ſure of the father, he ſatisfied the ſameſiw, 
we ought to haue ben caſt into hell, an con 
he ſatisfied alſo the ſame, as we belecuſſyere 
in our Creed: and generally wbatſoeueſſof . 
we ought, he fully contented and paiiſihe l 
vnto the Lord, inſomuch,thar the fatheſſith 
himſelfe acknowledged, and confelle1,;n 
in thunder from heauen, that in him bþ.a+ 
vas wel ple aſed, euen ſully ſatisfied anche 
contented. So that eut by the confeſſſ yy! 
on of the Father himſelfe, (ſolemnęſord 
made from the heauens by his owner 1 
mouth. in the hearing of many witndſejj. 
les,who haue left the ſame for a matty,;5 
of record, fo e — our 2 de Le 
all poſtetitie hit plaine hy appeaxeth, tithe ſu 
contented, paicd, and pleaſed: and Aath 
| therfote, and therby, are 10 and 
ly acquitted, and diſcharged, from ti; 
{beginning of the world, vnto they 
therof. frõ all wharſoeuer debt of ſin ſully 
.ought vnto the Lord. And that euen ne 
n 4 | ( 
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T he Comfarter. 75 
the iuſtice of the Lord, who cannot de- 
maund that as debt of vs, which Cbriſt 

bath ſo fully ſarisfied for vs: eren, 
Raving for ener this general quittance, 
writtE by the Lords on finger, toſhew 
Jor our fall diſcharge.” So that euen by 
a, e haue a diſcharge from law, and 
from all our offences, and ſi nnes, which 
yere thoſe debts, for the paiment wher- 
f we were bound vnto the Lord. So that 
he Lord cannot enter into judgement 
ith vs, nor by the rigour of the law, 
laime any debt at our hands. For wich 
What inſtice can the Lord demaund an 
bc at our hands, when Chriſt our ſure- 
e ho ſtood bound for vs, hath by the” 
ords own confeilion, ſatisfied wharſo. 
ver hee could demaund,and hath can · 
| the hand writing that was againſt 
So that how or by what means would 
de Lord recouer any debt from vsꝰ can 
| izbond againſt ve?why heharh 
None, foFit is cancelled. Or be it that he 
ah: Why, yet we haue both the Lords 
vn confeſſion recorded, and alſo ſuf᷑· 
m icient wirneſſes, yea, a generall quit. 
1eBincein theſe words mentioned and 
ally ſer downe, Witten by the Lords 
n nc hand, for our full diſcharge: 
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Lord hath quite claimed all intereſt in I ihe 
dur debts, and therefore can claime noſlinde 
Intereſt in them againſt vs. The law oi bim 
nations, the law of nature, the lawe place 
our land, and the law of God, cleare uo th 
of all: euen of all our debts, of all onrfl;bol, 
finnes,of all our tranſgreſſions, and of-yich 
fences whatſozuer. Thus then it appes· Iman, 
reth euen by the iuſtice of God,that ouſ inne 
ſinnes are clean blotted out, and forgi · Put t 
uen. And this is the ſecond reaſon ther · us p 
tom. chat argueth the ſame, Pim 
. The third Section. "oat, 
. Laſtly,the Lord hath alrcady puniſhedhrif 
not oncly our ſinnes, but for, and witliha 4 
them, out owne perſons in Chriſt. Fofferer 
, "Chriſt did nor beste onely the puniſſter, g 
ment for our ſins, but our fins themſence 
{clues alſo. According as Eſey bearetWhriſ 
 witneſle in his 53 chapter. where, kÞvne | 
ſpeakiag of Chriſt. ſaich. that he bare oe Ap 
inſittmities, and carried our greefes. Auſſiſtle 
againe in the ſame place: My uſt ſei ap.) 
ust, ſaich he. ſhall intike many, whoſſo (in, 
uns bee bath taken vpon himſelſe. Ane m: 
A againe,hee carrying the ſins of manſſſin.Sc 


4 -: \unadeiintercels10 on for finners, For hear oi 
_ *# ghar true goat mentioned in the 16 , dur 
| {Jawitions, Yponiwhom che ſinnes of Fercly 


F 


L n 84. 4 7 
F 4 1 i 5 = 8 k 
: Wo 25, 5 4 
* 1 a. ” * 1 
* L \ *% 3 „ P * A I I E 2 
. 8 bl 8 * wo 9 bs N 
* 15 8 4 1 < S. 3 52 En * a 2 © 
« p * wy I, 1 A & : 8 * 4 A _ 9 
l 5 1445 I þ 0 . > £ * 4 


e . o n 
r Ih. „ e , . . Sys 2» 8" N 
F 4 1h, „ 1 » Vs ir Fey 41 * a" Gn n Z *:.. 67 8 " 
* * g N 4+ V 45:0 N 9 8 —— 
Wk my « | % by 38. 4 < i = 1 85 8. — 1 133 - * uy 
a9. 2 „ 
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the people of God were put, verely and 
indeed: which therfore be carried with 
bimſelfe, into the deſart, into the hewen 
place, euen into the graue. or rather vn- 
tothe croſſe: where he faſtened them, 
boliſhed, and crucified them, together 
Jrich himſelfe, and ſo crucified our old 
man, and aboliſhed the very bodie of 
inne. For hee is the bodie, the goat was 
ut the ſhadow : he therefore had our 
ius put ypon him, and bore them with 
imſelfe, verely and indeed: euen aa 
oat, who was but a type, or figure ? 
briſt, bore them but ceremonially, xk & 
2 ſhadow. And therefore the MH 7 
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er, giuing, as it ſſiould ſeeme, the tt os 
ice here of, is not afraid to ſay, tlat 
hriſt himſelfe bore our ſinnes in has. © 
ene bodie, ypon ihe tree. Wheteby(as 
ic Apoftle Paul ſaith, in his ſecond E- 
\r@iltle to the Corinthians, and the fift 
hap. )the Lord made Chriſt, that knew 
o ſin, to bee {in for vs t that he n igix 
ee made the rig hteouſnelſe of God n 
m. So that hereby it plainly appeateth. 
at our ſins, and therefore, and there- 
6 dur ſinfull petſon it ſelfe alſo; were 
ff Fcrcly and indecd, put vpon Chtiſt. arr? 
E 3 Where 
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W hereby it came to paſſe, that he (not. fl yea 
withſtanding, being ſtihand euen then, the 
the tighteouſnes of God vnto vs: the iir 
vaſpotted and vnde filed lambe of God nue 
in whoſe mouth there was no guile, aad tha 
in whoſe heart no ſinne :) that he, I ay bim 
appeared befoic God, in our. perſon tur 
whole ſinnes he bore: and that as theſ by i 
monſttrouſnes of fin it ſelfe, which ther · I tio 
fore was puniſhed, and condemned i — 
him. And ſo fin was condemned in theſinde 
ehas the Apoſſle ſpeaketh. For be thatfÞther 
puttech vpon him other mens practiſeiſ pot 
* © -puttethwithall vpon himſelf other met not 
ens: and he that taketh pon hin but 
er actions, taketh withall vpon hinflnoth 
Another perſon. As plainely appearcthfferſc 
bdoth by our common & vſuall phraſe chat 
| Grech,who vis to (ay, that he that hai iaful 
leſt his old ſinne, and taken vpon him an 
neſrlife, that he is another manner ofivere 
petſou, yea, and that he is not the ſam o th 
1 the phraſe aud vſe pon 
the Seriptutes, which cal the putting oſſvere 
of out ſinnes, the putting off of the 0/Fln'on 
man, and the putting vpon vs of righteÞ.choy 
ouſnes and true holines, the putting oferer, 
of the new man: (as Col. 3. verſ.i o.) tifimſe 
hid man of the heart: (as 1. Pet. 3. verſ Ap p 
in | | | ye , 
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T be Comforter. 79 
yea le ſus Chriſt himſelfe, as in the 13 . 
the Romans. and laſt verſe. And the rote 
i it ſaid of Saul, in the firſt booke of Sac 
nuel, the tenth ch aptet, & the ſixt vetſe, 
that the ſpirit of God ſhould ruſh vpoas 
bim: ſo that he ſhould prophe ſie, and be 
turned into another man. So that heres 
by it plainely appeareth, that the put - 
vg on of other actions, and practiſes, 
maketh vs to put on, & that verily, and 
indeed, in our owne ſenſible feeling, o- 
fiber perſons. Chriſt therefore putting 
von him other actions I meanc ſins - 
(nor of his one, for hee neuer did ſinn, 
ut of outs: ) put ther wich vpon him . 
other perſon: and this petſon wa 
| Klon, de thoſe ſfinnes were our inne? 
What he tooke vpon him. For theſtour 
foful actions being put vpon him ver- 
y and indeed: our ſinfull perſons alſo 
were put vpon him verely and indeed. 
Po that out perſons by this means were 
pon Chriſt; and ſo we in our perſuns 
Wverc in & with Chriſt ypon the crolſe. 
oo much, that it may be truly ſaid that 
thou, the whole world, Salomon, Danid, 
eter, and Paule himſelte, as be ſaith of 
imſelfe( Gal 2. ver. 20.) were (eu in our 
dyn perſons)crucified with Chriſt. For 
| EE 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt, as one ſaith. was made that adul. 
trous Dauid, that idolatrous Salomon, aud 
that Apoſtata Peter. As Paule ſaith, he 
was made ſinne: that is, our old man, 
as Paule in another place calleth ſinne, 
and ſo our old man: and wee thereby 
the old men, were crucified with Chriſt, 
For this our old man being put vpon 
Chriſt : we the old men, or rather out 
perſon, (1 ſpeake not after the fleſh, for 
we know no man aſter the fleſh,as Paul 
fith)was alſo put ypop him. As ther fon 
de that putteth ypon him new garments 
Isĩ therby, as we ſay, made ane w. and 4 
nocber mi: as he that putteth vpon him 
e office of a prince, putteth on the per- 


= 


"St 
8 7 $a” r * 
e 
"Ss e 


sn of a prince: as he that putteth on 
bdther practiſes, putteth on anoth 

ſhape as it were: as Jacob putting " 

kim the gn of Eſau, appeared (6 


1 


to his father, and was taken for Eſau: 
as we putting vpon vs the righteouſne 
of Chriſt, at the day of the Lord, ſhal pi 
on withall the perſon of hr iſt himſelſe fla 
(for though it be but the qualitie and anf bere 
accident of Chriſt, that we ſhall put omen 
yet it ſhall ſeeme to vs, to be euen theſteth, 
very perſon of Chriſt, his fleſh, body, anno m 
bone, that we ſhal ſtand in before "I 
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ſo Chriſt putting on our fipsypon him - 
ſelfe as a garment, put withall our per- 
ſons vpon him, and ſo appeared in our 
very perſons, as if it had been wee our 
ſelues before God: and ſo was taken by 
bis father for vs, & puniſhed for vs: and 
ſo wee in him were puniſhed as verely 
therefore, as thou in the reuelation of 
the glorie of the ſons of God, ſhalt ap- 
pear in the righteouſnes of Chriſt; the 
ſame as a white garment, being full of 
glory, put vpon thee, thou tberby being: 
in the perſon of Chriſt, and fo ſhalt ene 
then appear as Chriſt, righteous before 
God, and fhalr be ſaued, & liue thereby 
do verely did leſus Chtiſt, in the day k 
Ibis ſorrow, and the anguiſh of his bart, 
in the day of his croſſe, and of his infir- 
mitie, appeare before God, not onely in 
Iche perſon of Dauid, of Peter, of Salamom, 
and ſuch lilee, but al ſo in thy perſon, and 
in the pet ſon of the whole world, as Ih 
alleth the world, and died, and was 
ſain, and puniſhed in the ſame, Sohar 
Janfſhcreby it appeareth, that thou in thine 
t on:lowne perſon, (for as the Apoſtle ſpea - 
 thefſeth, as before we ſaid;2,Cor.7. we know” 
ati nd man after the fleſh)haſt already ben 
50dpuaiſhed for thy ſinnes, and chat thou 
| """ By  awelk 


32 The Comforter. 
aſwell as Paule, haſt been crucified with iu 
Chriſt.So that already in thine own per. ¶ (a 
ſon, thou haſt ſuffered temporall, and e- ¶ fic 
ternal, earthly and helliſh puniſhments, I wh 
Thou for thy whoredomes, tliefts, mut - ¶ tw 
ders, falſe wit neſſe, diſobedience to thy I for 
parents, euill luſts, and deſires, for thy I an. 
blaſphemie, for thy idolatrie,tor the pro- ¶ ſoc 
phanation of the Sabboth, for the con. ¶ the 
tempt of God, and what ſoeuer ſinne els, 
haft already in Chriſt ben brought to 
open ſhame in the world, haſt ben euill 
ſpoken of, tebuke d, and reuiled, haſt ben 
made an open gaping and gazirfg ſtock 
ro men, and Angels, thou haſt beene 
brought before rulers and Iudges, thou 
haſt beene accuſed, whipped, skorned, 
condemned,and hanged, yea, vpon the 
tree of the eroſſe. Thou haſt been in an 
agonic,and ſweat warcr & bloud, thou 
haſt felt the wrath of God, and hell fire, 
thou haſt ben forſaken of God, & cry- 
ed outtherfore, My God. ny God, vi ha . 
thon forſaken mg? thou haſtdeſcended, e · 
wen gone downe into hell, and had the 
rtion of the reprobate,and damned 
3 haſt felt whatſoever puniſh» F 
ment God in iuſtice could lay vpon 
ghee, And therefore the Lord cannot in nd 
ous | iudge- 
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T be C omforter. 8 
ch iudgement, and iuſtice, exact again the 
r- | ſame rigor of the law vpon thee for 7 
e- as. So that euen by the iuſticeof Go 
5s; | which dooth not puniſh(I ſay not with 
= ¶ rwo kinds of puniſhments) but not twiſe 
hy for one ſin, thou art for euet fully freed 
hy and diſcharged from all ſianes what - 
-0- | ſoeuer, Whether in word, in worke, or in 
a. chought, whetliet of knowledge, or a. 
e, norance, of weakenes, or of wilfulneſſe, 
to ¶ thou haſt alreadie beene puniſhed for 
ull them in chine owae perſon, and theres 
en fore canſt not in Gods iuſtice again be 
condemned for them, in the day of 
iudgement: in that day I ſay, when the 
wrath of God ſhall be reuealed frõhea ? 
ven vpon all varighteouſnes & diſobe=" 
lience of man. Thy puniſhment theres, 
fore, and thy paine is already paſt, and 
therfore feare it not: there temaipeth 
For thee no more recompence of finne, 
or feare full looking for of vengeance 
come, but altogether mercie, & glo · 
ie, & grace, and life, and righteouſnes, RE. 
wand by, and through, and with Teſus - 

briſt our Lord: to whom therfore be A 
l glorie, & praiſe, aid power, and ma- 
eſtie, and might, & dominion, for euex . 
t in ad euer, Age / SEX; © or 
ge- 6. „ Dee of 
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$4 The Comforter, 

Theſe reaſons are taken from God 
the Father, being conſidered in his pro- 
miſes,and in the natures of his mercie 
and iuſtice. Hereunto l might adde di. 
uers other reaſons, taken in part from 
the glory of his grace, mentioned in the 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians, and the firſt 
chapter, and from his patience, his long 
ſuffering, & other the natures of God: 
and in part from thoſe titles, that are by 
the _ given vnto God the Father, 2 
that he is our father. our husband, our 
prince, our friend, & ſuch like; all which 
notwithſtanding I wil let paſſe, & come 

to other more apparant reaſons , be- 


cauſe it is my purpoſe to make, not 
booke, but a ſermon, 
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The Comfor ter. 3 
rz The 5 Chapter. 

Wheyein the forgiueneſſe of ſinnes is proved, 
by a reaſon taken from the ſecond perſon 
in the Trinitie, to wit, the word Incar- 
nate, een 1 eſus C hrift » being confidered, | 
as he is the vine, and we the branches. 


an * 


eh. 2 


dning for the 
c6firmation here- 
{of, is taken from 
the ſecond perſon 
„in che Trinitie: I 
£4 18 " meane the word 
— een 
fas Chriſt, who is aboue all things, God 
bleſſed for euermore. Who being in like | 
maner,as the father was, diuer y conſi · * 
dered, affordeth vnto vs diuers r ‚˖οfëf | 
for the proofe hereof. Firſt therefore we. 
will confider him as the vine, whereof” 
ve are branches, as the ſtocke whereof 
he ſve are grafts, as the root whereof wee 
Ire boughes, as the bodie whereof We 
are members, as the ſecond Adam wer. 
of we are new borne. For we are bapti . 
ſed into Chriſty and thereby are borne | 
of the firſt Adam,and of the ſecond 4. 
on, the ſonnes of men, and the 4 
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* Lord from heauen, heaueniy. And as 
tdthis is true, that as we haue borne the 


86 T he Comforter. 
of God, of the ſeed of ma,which is mor. 
tall, and of the immortall ſeed of God, 
which abideth in vs, and maketh vs to 
crie Abba father. So that at one time, we 
haue regenetation, and generation, ve 
are hornęe. and new born, we are horn of 
the children of man, who fadeth and wi. 
hg flower, and we are borne 
againe the ſonnes of the eternall and 
euerliuing God: we are begotten ofthe 
firſt Adam, who is from thꝭ oarth, earth; 
ly, and of the ſecond Adam, who is the 


Image of the earthly, ſo we ſhall beate 
the image of the heauenly: So this alſo 
is true, that as wee are partakers of the 
earthly ſap, and ſinne, fo ate wee alſo. 
partakers of the heauenly ſeed, & righ» 
-reouſnes And as that which is borne of 
vnclean ſèed, vo man can make cleane: 
ſo that which is borne of cleane ſeed, 
muſt needs be cleanſed from all corrup - 
tion. And as man that is conceiued in 
ſiune and borne in iniquitie, muſt needs 


be ful of ĩniquitie, and a ſinner: ſo man 


that is new borne of water, and the holy 
Ghoſt, muſt needs be waſhed, and pur» 
ged from all his ſinnes: For euen as the 


wild 
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or- wild Olive braunch, being grafted in- 
od, ¶ to the naturall Oliue tree, being made 
to ¶ partaker of the fatnes, and nouniſhmene 
we hereof, is purged, and purified from his 
we wild and bitter taſt and ſap: ſo wee 
of being grafted into Chriſt th ine, 
wi · Ire made partakers of the hes 
ne ¶ ure. and ſo purg@from the 
nd all our ſinnes and es. t 
the Nrealon is notably vrged by Paule in the 
ft to the Romanes, in theſe words, ſay- 
ing: But not as is the offence, ſo like- 
vile is the gift. For if by the offence of 
the obe, many died, much more the grace 
of God, & the gift, which is by the grace 
of one man, euen leſus Chriſt, hath a- 
bounded vnto many. Neither is that 
hich entred by one ſianing, like vnto 
the gift: for the iudgement came by 
ne vnto condemnation, but the giſt of 
many offences, vnto iuſtifieation. For if 
dy the ſinne of one man, death raigned 
up- Ny one, much more they which receine 


in Nhe abundance of the grace and gift .. 
eds Fighreguſoes,ſhall raigne in life, h̊y ns 


nen by leſus Chriſt, As therfore by one 
n, ſin came ouer all men ynto con- 
ur- Hemnation: ſo by one righteouſneſſe, 
the fighteouſnes came vpon all, to the figh- 
teouſnes 
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teouſnes of life. Therfore as by the dif. 
obedience of one man, many are made 
finners: ſo by the obedience of one man 
many are made righteous. So that here. 
by the Apoſtle notably ſheweth vnto 
vs, how that Chriſt was as able to waſh 
vs, as Adam to defile vs, Chriſt as able to 
purge vs, as Adam to corrupt vs, Chriſt 
as able to take away death, and ſinne, 
Adam was to bring both, euen death, and 
finne. If therfore this be granted, which 
before hath been p: oued, namely, that 
we were borne of 3 we were of 
Adam: it muſt alſo iceds bee rnferred, 
that by Chriſt we are purged, and par. 
donned of all thoſe fins, which wee 1 
with, and from the fin of Adam. So that 
thus we ſee how we may proue ynto our 
ſelues the ſorgiueneſſe of our fins, by 
conſidering of Chriſt as the ſecond A 
dam, into whom we are graſted and bap 


riſed;as the Apoſtle ſpeaketb. 


i 


TY OT I OO ON 
8 r 


© | 4 *. 4 2 ' Wy * * 34 * 
„ ˙ W OR "3 +; th” 
ACCENT FACES) of 3 


The Comforter; 


dif. The 6 Chapter, "I 
lade herein the forgiueneſſe of ſinnes is proued, 
man Y by. conſidering leſus Chriſt, as hee is ou 
ere - aduorate,and interceſſour, and the media 
nto tor of ihe new Teſtament, % 
vaſh . 

co 7 

ariit 
e, 
and 


3 Ec ondly. this is proued vnto 
0 4 vs, by ſetting Chriſt before vs, 


hich | Cas that me diator of the new 
that | e ſtament, as the Apoſtle cal · coil 
e of lech him: as that high Prieſt , which, + 
red, vas fignifyed by Aaron, in the law of __ - 
par · ¶ Moſes,, who entring once into the hos 
rey y place by his one bloud, maketh 
thatY interceſs ion for the ſinnes of the holes 
out people: and as our aduoc ate, as hh 
by in his firſt Epiſtle calleth him, ho li. 
Aueth for euer, to make interceſsion, 
bap and pray vnto the Father, for all, that 
rome vnto the Father by him. So that 
ve are to conſider of Chriſt,as our me. 
diatout, who;when the Father is zeade 4 
to whip vs, ſteppech in betweene ie 
Lord, and the finner, and keepethivs;as s 
the mother doth her child, from the ſa- = 
thers rod. Vea, as our aduocate, our daies 
man, who igready to make I $4: 
| or 
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for our offence againſt God: & by pleas 


ding our weaknes, our infirmities, our 
childhood, and young yeares, to recon. 
ci: vs to God, aud mooue his father to 
pardon vs. Vea, as the biſhopof our ſous, 
and rhat faihful high prieſt, which cea - 
ſeth not day nor night. to poure out hi: 
praiers, with all watchfulneſſe, and fer. 
uencie, euen as he did vpon the earth, ax 
the holy Ghoſt bearcth witneſſe for ys, 
vnto God the Farher. And this he doth 
(ire To Hepivnuc) ce ntinvally : becauſe we 


gontinua!ly ſioning, mighr-continually 


be pardoned, For if he ceaſed to make 
inter ceſſion for vs, there would bee an 
intermiſſion of remiſſionof ſinnes. But 
whenhe neuer ceaſeth tu importune; & 
intreat the father for ys: we are ſully af- 
ſured that al our fins are for euer waſhed 
away. For the Father cannot, by reaſon 
of his merite, and will not, by reaſon of 
his metcie, denie any thing vnto his te- 
queſts. Fathet( ſaitk Chriſt) knowthou 
eſt me in all things: and thereby ve 

no, tliat he heareth him, in the conti. 
nual intetceſſion that he makerh ſor the 
ſobnes of men, And this ſo much the ra- 


ther maywe aſſute our ſelues of: for that 
tue ſonne is more dear yato the father 


4 2 then 


ſhall aſſuredly obtaine the ſame at the 


The Comforter. 91 
chen the ſeruant, the mediatour of the 
ne Teſtament, which is Chriſt, then 
the mediatort of the old, Which was Mo- 
ſes, And Moſes, as we know, ſtood inthe 
gap. & ſtopped the wrath of the Lord. 
ſe.] before the Lord on his face and ſa» 
ſted fortiedaies, and fortic nights, for 
be ſinnes of the people af Iſrael, & ob- 
tained pardon for the ſame: much more 
then leſus Chitiſt, wlio for euer; and not 
ſor tie daics one ly, ceaſe th not to make 
ieque ſt, ſnal obtain pardon at the hands 
of the Father ( himſe fe being the Son) 
for all the true Iſraclites, cuen Ifraell 
which'is of God, as Paul ſpeaketh. What 
ſnall [ ſpeak of Exι l who when the 
people ſinned in cating the Paſſeouer, 


being not before ſanctiſied, and hallo w- - - 


ed; praied ynto the Lord, and the Lord 
healed the people. What ſhall I ſpeake 
of Ioſuah ? of Eliasd of Dauid and otbet 

the men of God ? at whole inteteeſſioa 
the Lord wrought wonders in heauen a- 
boue, and in the earth beneath. Do not 
euery one of theſe prooue vnto vs, thar 
the ſonne of God making interceſſion 
for vs, vnto the forgiuents of our ſins, 


hands of his father? And this is yet fur- 
ther 


2 
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X full and mindfull of vs: who, by rea: 


92 The Comforter. 


ther aſſured vnto vs, by confidering on 
the one ſide the fathers gentlenes and 
kindnes, who is not a churliſh and cur. 
— Tiſh God, rough, and full of di ſpleaſure, 
but one in whom there is no anger, az 
the father himſelfe proteſteth in Eſq, 
who is therfore the loweſt to conceiue 

a wrath,and readicit to forgiue,as Dauii 
ſingeth in his 103 Pſalme: and on the o- 
ther ſide, the ſonne, who, by reaſon it it 
his office to pray for . not be neg. 
ligent thereih: who, becauſe he hath 
been tempted in al things like vnto yy, 
ſinne only excepted, will be a faithfull, 
And a merciſull high Prieſt, in thoſe 
_ - things that ate to bee done with God, 
concerning his people, who, by reaſon 
ol the loue hee beateth to vs ward, in 
that he gaue his life for vs, wil be care · 


ſon of the oportunitie of the place, in 
that he is in the heauens, at the fathers 
band, euẽ at his right hand: of the time, 
in that he liueth for euer: of bis grace 
and fauour, in that he is the ſonnè of his 
joue: of bis merite, in that he hath des 


ſerued it: ſhall be heard in all w hatſoe- 


uer he ſhall crave at the fathers hands, 
in our behalfe. * 
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T he Comforter. 93 2 
on | For here meet together, the ſonnes 
nd  readinefle,the fathers willingneſſe; the 
ur · © ſonnes caretulneſſe, the fathers cheare- 
Ire, | fulneffe ; the ſons importunitie, the fas 
a thets facilitic ; the ſonnes metite, the 
ſay, fathers mercie ; the ſons mindfulneſſe, 
ive ¶ the fathers gentleneſſe; the ſonnes diſ- 
wid poſition, the fathers inclination; the 
2 0+ ¶onnes practiſe, the fathers purpoſe 3 
is the ſonnes grace, the fathers graciouſ- 
etz · Ineſſe; the fauour of the ſonne, the fa- 
ath uour of the father; they fauouring the 
vs, ene the other, and they both fauou- 
ull, ning vs: the one readie to craue, the 
ole other as ready to giue: the one preſent 
od, lin repreſenting out praiets, the other 
{on Fpreſcnely preſenting him with his re- 
in ¶queſts: the one watchfull in asking. 
the other ſtrjuing ro beſto : the ſonne 
being glorious for asking. the father 
ing glorified for beſtowing: the fa- 
ther willing to gratiſie the ſonde in 
things, and the ſonne teadie to 
raue all rhings from rhe uh 
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aokee, js — 
it, much leſſe if it 
our linnes. 
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2 I adde hereunto, that the bloud of 2 
Chriſt crieth ynto God the Father, and the 
ſpeaketh vato the Lord for mercie, for tic, 
them that are ſanRiked therewith, For gro 
the ſprinckling of the bloud of Chriſi Go 
ſpeaketh farr better things, then the Go 
bloud of 4bel,as the Apoſtle teſtifieth io the 
the Hebrues. For the bloud of Abe! ſpaky 
entothe Lord for juſtice, but the bloud 
of Chriſt ſpeaketh vnto the father for 
mercie.The one cried for wrath, the o. mai 
ther for peace: the one for vengeanee 
vpon his brother, for ſnedding of inno- 
eent bloud: the other for pardon.eitheſſuen: 
for ſhedding innocent bloud, or murdet ino 
or theft, or whoredome, or vſurie, oi vn 
blaſphemy, or for any other wWhatſoeueſſon e. 
ſinne. If therefore the bloud of Abe/crii[thy f 
ed ſo loud in the cares of the Lord, thaſ® la 
it moued him to execute vengeance org 
on C4in: much more the bload of leſuiſlvilli. 
which ſtil crieth in the ears of the LordÞPtth: 
will mooue him to meręie, cuen to puff Gr 
Aon: our ſins, and our offences, For th eac 
erie of che bloud of the ſonne of God9git 
whick crieth vato God for better thingsF"cr a 
ſhall:not haue worſer entertainemenſ"ata 
chen the bloudof 4be/had. 21) it Pon 
3 I adde further, that euen the P fte el. 
: 9 


The Comſorter. 9 1 
ais the Apoſtle ſpeakethin the ight to 
ad the Romancs)heipeth alſo ouranhrmi- 


or tie, and maketh interceſſion for vs with 


or grones vnſpeakeable. So the ſpirit alſo-vf 
ri God intreateth for vs, God initeqteth 
he God. the ſpirit of God intreateth God 


dente any thing to God, God the Father 


maieſtie, for pardon for ourofferices?” 

4 | adde yet further, that che Saints 
of God. l ſay not which are in the hea» 
uens (for as the Prophet ſaith, Abrahams 


n not) but the Saints of God which are 
on earth, pray alſo for the forgiuenes of 


to ſay, Forgiue vs our treſpaſſes, as wee 
orgiue them that treſpaſſe againſt vs: 
illing them therby, to make mention 
fthee alſo, as well as all other the elect 
f God in their praiers. And thetſore he 
cheth them to ſay, ſorgiue vs, & not 
Forgiue me onely, but forgiue my bro. 
her alſo, yea, euen thee; and all other, 
That are as thau art afflicted. and preſſed 


fol 
pi 


4 


the father for vs: and how then can God 


io his ſpirit, which euen with vaſpeake-... _ 
able grones,crieth within vs, vnto his 


_ 


knoweth vs not, and Iacobremembreth 


thy fins, For Chriſt hath taught them * 


own with the fight of thy ſins, So that 
ie elect, the holy, and zh Worn 
Go 


» 7 # A © End 
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God, poure forth their praiers for thet 

and that not one of them alone,althogh 

er chance ſome one more eſpecially, 

ut al ot them intreat the Lord for th 

ſinne, ouen for the pardon therof. Noy 

thou knoweſt, that the ptaier of the 
faithfull auaileth much, as Saint Zame 

relleth thee: it cauſed the ſun to ſtand 

ſtill:ir ſtopped the heauens: it brovghtF® 
downe plentie of raine, and is able alt 

ſo to bring downe plemie of grace, o Is 
pardon, and of mercie for thy ſins : ut 

open the heauens,and wy the wrath 

of God apgainſtthee, delerued by abe 
mer rt cn na 1 
Adde laſtly hereunto thine owngÞÞ4l 

praiers, which thou continueſt (with ien 
widow in the Goſpell, vnto the vnrigh fel 

teous ludge, & with the woman of Cie 
waan,ynco the righteous Chriſt)withafflee 

f feraencie in the ſpitit, & importunitie® 
fo that. thy continuance in praier, ſtreufec 
theneth thee _ all . in 
portunitie, againſt al ſtrength in temp 

| 27 age — ainſt all delaies, the. 

ther againſt all denaies: and aſſure 
felfe, that-thou ſhalrfind the Lord A 
graciout vnto theę for thy importanitF” 
'2s the widdow found t * i 
| | * 4 
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The Comforter.” 97 
het, ludge.and as mercifull,as the woman of 
ogh chan found the righteous Chriſt. For 
ally, bow can the Lord denic ſo many; ſo 
r thy continuall,ſoimportunate,ſo gracious, 
Noy ind ſo eatneſt ſuners in thy behalfe: 
f the l ſome of them hauing ſo well deſerued; 
ame that the father ſhould gratifie thẽ here. 
Hand is His ſon intreateth for thee, the bloud 
ughilofbis ſonne inrreaterb for thee, his ſpi - 
e il. Irit intre ateth for thee, his ſpouſe, which 
-e, oli his Church, and all his deere and be- 
; : col oued ſe ruants intreat for thee, thou thy 
vratlllſelſe humbleſt thy ſe:fe before God alls 
7 abe ſoy thy fins, and kow thinkeſt thou can | 

od lay nay to al theſe ſuiters in thy be. 
lalfe Imagine that thy ſeruant bad of- I 


Own 


th ih 


ended thee, and thy ſon teadie to die, 
i thou denieſt bim, did intreat these, thy 
ifc increated the, tliy ſetuit intreate d 
hee, and the offendorhimlelf intreated 
bee, how hardly couldſt thon deny their 
Fequeſts ? The vnrighteous ludge could 
ot denie the importunitic of one poor 
iddow: and therefore the righteous 
od, who is the Iudge of all fleſh, can- 
Not deny not one. hut many petitioners, 


. 
. 


ran ſgieſſions. Thus therforc thou mai. - 


f lee, how We een 
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thou maiſt aſſure thy ſelf of the forgive: 
neſſe of thy inne. And this is the ſecond 

reaſon, taken from the conſideration of 
Chriſt, that prooueth the ſame vnto vs, 
which is allo the fame reaſon that 7ohn 
in his fiſt Epiſtle and firſt chapter vſeth, 
faying: If any man ſin. we haue an Aduo- 
cate with the Father, euen leſus Chriſt 


che righteous. . | „ 
The 7 Chapter. ih 
00 the forgineneſſe of ſins is 215 by 
*i &y conſidering Teſus Chriſt, as th 
2 * and ſpiritualli prince. gi 


——————— Hirdly , chi | 
SA vorooued vnto v 
oy cöſi idering e 
Chriſt, not one 
5 is the Prieſt, b | 
is the Prince 
Albi Church : ad 
Ld soch) as our Ad 
uocate. but as our King :not only as c 
mediator, but as out Iudge: for he be 
tet both thoſe offices. 0 han tmant no 
n ntre ateiſadu 
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kce of the mediatour, wee pray in his 
name: as hee beareth the office of the 
ling. we ptay vnto his name: as heis 4 
Prieſt, he praiech for vs: as he is a prince 
we pray vnto him: as he is ouraduocar, 
he intreateth the father to forgiue s: as 
he is out king, and gouernour he him. 
ſelfe with che father forgiueth ys. For as 
him ſelfe teſtiſieth of himſelſe, al power 
is giuen vnto him, both in heauen, and 
ih earth, & che father iudge th no man, 
but hath. committed al iudgement ynte 
the lonno: that all men ſhould honour 
the ſonue, euen as they honour the Fas 
ther. Ves, the ſonne of man, as he teſtify» © 


Feth to the lewes, in the healing of the 

nan ſicke of the palſey, hath ponet alſo 
to forgiue ſinnes. And this as hee faith, 
hee would that they ſhould kaew, ane 
chere fore allo that we ſhould acknow= 7 
edge and beleeue. For that the know , 
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ſclfe forgiue vs our finnes?To ſpeake in 
a word, what can be more comfortable, 
then to know,and to beleeue, that leſus 
Chriſt, hath ablolute power in himſelſe 
to forgiue vs our offencesꝰ For whe the 
ſoule once knoweth that, it hopeth ea. 
ſily to obtain the ſame, and that for cer. 
tane eſpeciall good reaſons, 
1 Firſt,for that it knoweth, that Ieſui 
Chriſt to purchaſe the forgiuenes of out 
ſinnes, did lay downe his owne life, ant 
therefore hauing now purchaſed the 
ſame for vt, he wil beſtow it ypon vs. For 
hauing —— the ſame ſo dearly,he 
vil not iſh vnptoſitably: which 
yer ee anding it ſhould doe, if i 
. were not giuen vnto vs. For Chriſt; gau: 
his life vnto death, that he might giu 
vs the forgiuenes of out ines: for, 
gelte he had no need of the for 
of ſins;becauſe he had no 


d the ranſome d 


— ner) eſtoy! 
b vs: i in vaine Dita 
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ould he haue ſutfted the ſhaweof the 
eroſſe, and ſo the croſſe of Chriſt ſhould 
de made vain, iſ the forgiueneſie of our 
fins ſhould not be by Chriſt giuen to vs, 
for the vie thereof 18. in vs, as the end 
thereof was for vs. Now we know that 
Chriſt would not lay downe his life in 
vaine, and therefore, that he will readi- 
and cheerlully forgiue vs our finnes, 

nd this ſo much the rather we do be 
Jecue, for that he gaue his life, that he 
might give it vnto vs, and therefore 
much more hauing it in his own power 
to give freely, h wil moſt willingly gius 

it vato vs. The father that i rockets 
an inhcrixance to beftow vpon his lon, 
wh will indaunget his life, would much 
more willingly, if it lay in his hands, & 
his bands, to give the ſame freely, freely 
beſtow it vpon him. The friend no doubt 
chat to ſaue the life of his friend, and te 
f — his pardoo at the hands of the 
ing, would giue his life vnto death, 

ur would much more willingly beftow bis 
I pardon vpon him, if hee might dee the 

lame with the ſafetie of his on life: i 
he had powet in himſelfe to forgiue, & 
ny to pards his offence. So that Lord, that 
= - to pardoa, and to procure the forpiut 
u 
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may perſwade'vy, that Chtiſt that Hach 
power in his hands to for giue vs cur 


of meekneſſe, who eue came vnto him 
for ſight, and went away blind: for het 


] 5.7 ha * % 
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nes of our ſinnes at the hands of his 
father, laid downe his owe life (much 


more having power in his one hands 


to forgiue vs,)will giue vnto vs the for- 
giuc neſſe ot our ſint es. Being ihereſore 
juſtiſied by his bloud, mueh more being 
now iuſtified, ſhall wee bee ſaued from } | 
wrath by him. For if when wee were his  « 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by If 4 
the death of his ſonne : much more be- | 
ing reconciled, ſhall we be ſaued by his  # 
life. As Paul reaſoneth in the fift co the 
Romans. Andihercforethis firſt rcaſon 


finnes,will eaſily bemooued to pardon 
chem. WHESIe 45 51; [ch 


2 Secondly, this is farther perſwaded 
vnto vr, by the confideration of his pre 
ctiſe and behaviour, being here vpon 
the earth, which alwaies was moſt ful of 
mercie, of kindneſſe, of gentleneſſe, and 


| 1 away deafe : for ſpeech, 
and went away dumbe: for lepges, and 
went away lame: for health, and went 
away ſick for comfort, and went aws 


ſorrow 
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E. 


his ſorrowfull: for the forgiueneſſe ofhix 
ach | finnes, and went away a ſinner: who 


nds || euer came to the Lord, and ent away 
for: | confounded,and 2tharred, kg 

ore The ficke of the Palſey vnto bim 
ing but for heath of the bodie, and hee 
ron | gaiic him alſo vaſoughrfor, the health 
his ¶ of ſouleʒ ſaying vnto him, ſonne thy fins 
a by are forgiuen thee, The We man that was 


be · ¶ brought vnto him for iudgement, being 
y his taken in adulterie, found mereie at his 
Ihe hand,in ſtead of iudgement, and life in be 
afon ¶ ſtead of death. Woman, quoth he. M here ; 
hach ite thine accuſers, hath no man con- 
our {| demned thee, neither do], go thy waies 
don ¶ and finne no moresT be lewes that: exp 

N cified him, and put him being he Eo 
o life, vnto death, beleeuing aud being 

41 Þ baptiſed into his name for the remiſſion 


of their ſinnes, were recciucd to mereie: 1 
yea, hanging vpon the croſſe, he praicd 1 


for his perſecutors, ſaying: Fathet, lar, 
not this fin vnto their charge; for the 
know not what they doc, His diſciples 

would,as Elias, haue commaunded ſue 

to come downe from heaue n, and con- 
ſumed his enemies, but he reproouce 
them, ſaying: Ye know not of hat ſpi · 
ut you are. Such a one ann 

x lat 
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hath changed his place, but not his na- 
ture: his mercy is rather increaſed. wiih 
his honor: and his meekenes, with bis 
glory. I he he aue ns make him not more 
chuiliſh, u hich were rather belliſh then 
heaucnly.: but mote kind, and louing, 
to all that faithfully call vpon him. For 
we muſt not thinke ibe God of all glo- 
rie, to be like vnto cot tupt, & prophane 
man, whom honor puffeth vp, and ma- 
keth ſo much the more ptowd, and 
-Fcornefull, by how much the more glo- 
rticus be is:dut we muſt rather take him 
& meaſure him. by the fartheſt diſtance 

«thercfrom: euen by the cleane contn · 

tie iherevnto. Fot therefore is the man. 
ner of Chriſt his life with men deſcr 

bed, that we may know how he liuei 

u ith God. That we knowing his meeke 

nes on the carth, might looke for hi 

-mercic from the heauens. And this i 
the ſecond conſidetation that may i 

"duce vs thereuato. 

- "3 Laſtly,this his mercie, and readi 
neſſe to forgiue vs, may the rather #j 
pear vnto vs, by the promiſes of merci 

made vnto al thoſe that come vnto hit 
As namely, there where bee ſaith, com 

vnto me all yec that are heauie loade! 
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ia. aad I will eaſe you. And again;ftaridin 
in the temple, in the great day of the 
feaſt, he eried aloud, ſaying; If any man 
thirſt. let him come to me, and I willſa- 
tivfic him. And again to the woman of 
Samaria, if thou knoweſt who it were 
ihat ſaith vntothee, give me water, thou 
wouldeſt haue asked of him, and hee 
would haue giuen vnto thee, waters of 
the well of life, of which,whoſocuer 
drinkerch,ſhall neuer hunger, cor thirſt 
more, So that by theſe promiſes of 
Chriſt,both to or and to forgiue: to 
giue graces, and to forgive our ſinnes: 
we are moſt fully reſolued in this point, 
Knowing, that, that Chriſt, that is able, is 
alſo willing: that hath puwerſharh alſo 
promiſed: that hath full 'authoritie of 
himſelfe, hath alſo full will as hie 
to forgiue vs our offences 8d that Chr 
hautog ful power of himſelſe to fo 
our finnes ; and we being aſſured ol 
er therevnto, both by his pro- 
miſe, his practiſe, and the bloud of his 
etoſſe, we may be fully hereby perſua- 
ded of the forgiueneſſe of our ſinnes. 
Ich. if a theeſe had ſuch afſurance of his 
judge, or a traitour of his king, how 
10 would it cheere his dying ſoule? wee 
F 1 have; | 
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baue this ſtrong aſſurance of our Iudge, 
of Chriftiour Lord, and King, and why 
doe we not checre in the knowledge 
heteof? Oh let no feare of death, ot fin 
feare vs, ſo long as the Lord of life, and 
righteouſne ſſe, is our Kiug, and gouer- 
neth vs, it is the Lord that iuſtißeth, 
and who ſhall condemne vs it is Chriſt 
that died, yea, which is riſen from the 
dead. yea which ſitte th at the tight hand 
of God the father, who alſo intreateth 
for. vs. Who ſhall ſeperate vs from the 
loue of Chriſt; ſhall oppreſſion, or an- 
guiſh, or perſecution, or famine, or na- 
kednefſe,or daunger,or ſword:? no, we { 
are more then conqueroiirs by him |} 28 
which hatch loved vs; as the Apoſtle I} ri: 
tencheth vs in the eight ro the Ro- ch 
mannes, This then is the third conſide - ¶ eu 
ration of Chriſt, that conſirmeth vnto an 
the forgiueneſſe of our ſindes 


vs 
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Mberein the forgiuenes of fins is proued ly 
on, that with his owne bloud eureth and 
healeth all our infirmities 'both:coi por 
PF Cre! Ourthly. the —— 
gelle of our ſinnes 
7 * „N is argued, by confi» 
. 
975 A criſice for ſin, ſweet 
\& . ſmelling, holie, and 
25-2 peace offering. Yeaa ſinne offe- a 
ring; yea, as that immaculate, and Pale 
euer atta ine the forgiuenes of our ſins: 
and that in a double reſpect. Pirſt, fox 
not by the roots of China, or the trees 
of America, by Paracelſus his minerals; 
The ¶ moſt preci-»us bloud, belpeth all our ine 
Þ firmities, For the bloud of Chriſt is that 
away euen from the veryſoule;zand not I 
from the body only. (which Were but a 4 
Fo F 6 -: 


confideringChriſh, as hee is owr Phy ffn. 
and ſpirieall,. 4 

F 3 >/dering Chriſt as a ſa- 

Es ac ceptable vnto:God 

chall lambe, by whoſe bloud; wee for 

that Chriſt is that good Phiſition, who 
or Gallen his fimples, but by his one 

19 0 purgation, that ele anſetha and purgeth 
ſmall 
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ſmall thing in reſpect of this,) all the 


corruption. infection, and filth thercot, 
For as S. Iahn ſaith, the bloud of Chnf 
purgeth vs from all our fins: that theres 
fore is the onely purger of the loule; 
which worketh according to the Dos, 
or gift of Chriſt, rhe phiſition of the 
ſoule, ſtrongly vpon the corruption 
thereof: and bringeth them, and ex- 
pelleth them all quite and cleane out 
of the ſame. Oh if Gallen, or Hippocrates, ¶ ſe 
or Parace!ſus, or other doctors of phi. I} n 
ficke,had been conſulted with: if they ff fi 
had been ſent forto practiſe vpn the Þ is 
ſame: it they had miniſtred either pals, . 
or potions, ot confections, or boles, of I lif 
eleRuaries, if they had miniftred Ru. di 
barbe,or Caflia, or Tamarnidi, or the fo 
Greeke pill. or any ſuch like, perchance I it, 
they would h aue purged the bodie: on- ¶ di 
ly the bloud of Chriſt, is that ſtraunge. tet 
and ftrong purgation, that worketh ba 
vpon the very ſoule, and purgerh the if th: 
ſame, cuen as Rubarbe, or auy ſuch It 
like, purgeth the bodie from the filth 
thereof: yea. the bloud of Chriſt is that 
water that waſheth away the matter offf i 
our feſtered wounds, and eoolcth alli 

the beat that flaſhec in our ſoule, be · 
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ing bred by the fierie darts of the de- 
uill. For as John teſtiſietb in his Reue- 
lation, Chriſt hath waſhed vs by his 
bloud, it is that oile that heale th all eur 
wounds. For as Eſay ſaith, by his ſtripes 
ite we healed: it is that Triacle,or Cor. 
diall, more precious then the confeRi- 
on of peatles, which maketh a man 
ſound, when he is readie to ſwoune for 
weakenes. It is that Antidortum,or pre- 
ſcruatiue more ſoueraigne then the V- 
nicornes horn, that defendeth the ſoule 
fro m the poyſon of the old ſetpent. It 
8 that re ſtoratiue. ihat even then, when 
we are re adie to ooſe our life, euen the 
life of the ſoule, which is faith, and to 
die in diſpaite, being taken into our 
ſoule. reuiueth. cheareth, and quickneth 
it, and ſo maketh vs to liue. when wee 
die. For as Chriſt teſtifieth,be that ea- 
te th his fleſh, and drinketh his bloud, 
bath eternall life abiding in him: ſo 
that though hee die, yet ſhall hee liue. 
It is that wine, that cheereth the ſoule: 
and that meat that ſtrengtheneth the 
lame, being exteeding weake. To ſpeak 
in a word, it cureth all the diſtaſes of 
the ſonles it eureth the poc kes of the 


* 


ſouls, tliat comme th by adultetie : the 
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by 


gout 
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gout of the ſoule,that commeth by caſe: 
the ſurfeting of the ſoule that commeth 
by gluttonie anddrunkennes : the dead 
palſie, that commeth of the coldneſſe in 
profeſſion:the conſumption of the ſou], 
that commeth by decaying inreligion, 
mean by Apoſtacie: the burning ague 
of the ſoule, that cõmeth by ouermuch 
choller & angerithe leprolie of the ſoul, 
which is ſinne And that which all other 
philicke cannot doe vnto the bodie, this 
doth vnto the ſoule. Fot it cureth them 
that are loue ſick, euen ſick for the loue 
of women. gold, ſiluer, promotion, & of 
thẽlelues: yea, it taketh away old,inue- 
terac;& conſirmed diſeaſes: though they 
haue ben continued ten, went ie fortie 
ſoureſcore, a hundred yeares; yea, our 
whole life: yea, it bealeth natutall inſir- 
mities, aud thoſe which were brought 
into the world, cuen original fin,which 
we had from our fathers infection. 
Asad that which is more, we are bor 
blind, ſo that we could hot behold the 
light of the glory of God, jn the face of 
leſus Chriſt,& yet this maketh vs ſeet 
we were born deafe, ſo that our eates, bl. 
the eares of the Adder were ſtopped a+ſthei 


gainſt the word, & this openeth them iſded 
24 we oif! 
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we were dumbe, that we could notſpeak 
to the glorie of God and this giue ih y 
ſpeech: we were borne lame, ſo-xhaty 
could nat walk jn the waies of the 
& this makethyys whole: ſor the bat 
of Chriſt is as able to cute the lame legs 
of the ſoule as the name of Chriſt in the 
Apoſtles ſpirit. as able to curę him that 
was a ci ipple borne, and lay begging at 
the beautifull gate of the temple: the 
bloud of Chriſt is as able to cure all the 

diſeaſes whatſoever of the ſoule, as the 

wa:dof Chriſt was, to cute all the inſir· 
mit ies of the body. ha tſoeuer. And yet 

| know. not how, Wee account not 


ct chis medicine: either becauſe it ſee- 


mech baſe vnto vs, becauſe We know not 


ue gtrength and vertue thereof: ox elſe 
becauſe we need it not. For as whole 
u men care not for phiſike, and them that 


are (ag al. account not of purgations, 


put caſt tb in the fire, or at their heeles: 
Y chey that are luſty in ſoule, that think 


themjelues ſound as the Phatiſie, that 
ate not wounded at the bart, as the Iews, 
in the ſecond of the Afr, contemue the 
bloud of Chriſt, & make no reckoning 
eteol. But when they are once wouns. 
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they take it to the hart. ihat before thy 
ſet at theit heeles: and never doth ma 
know the proſit of this bloud. vntill hei 
haue ben ſick in mind. All other medi. 
eines of the bodie will not helpe ſome 
one diſcaſe thereof i but this being bu tt 
one;helpeth all infirmities of the ſoul ® 
And if it were not for this remedy, ſure. 
ly wee had beene dead long before thi 
time: for wee could neuer haue liuet 
halfe ſo long. But now having this, it i 
a preſent remedic: where as otherwiſe 
every light word, and cuery little fal, 
would haue killed bodie and ſoule: but 
ſuch is the force of the bloud of Chrifh 
that hauing the ſame readie, the ſtron 
geſt poiſon of the ſerpent cannot ouer- 
come vs, the hotteſt firic dart burne vz, 
nor the greateſt wound kill vs: we at 
preſently whole, ſo ſoon as we applie it 
Oh if a man had ſuch a medicine for thi 
bodie, as would preſerue him from the 
plague in all infections, from the poch 
after all adulterics, from the gout after B 
all caſe, from daunger after all ſurfer, 
from death in all ſickneſſes, and after 
wounds: that would cure old, and con- 
firmed diſeaſes, & thoſe alſo which wer 


naturall: of what price, and that iuſtly, 
39 


A ä 1 ; FF 
T SF: < * 31 E 8 * '% * - 4 
RENE ST 


T be Comforter. 113 


would he value the ſame? But the death «+ 
of jeſus Chrift, and the ſhedding of his | 
bloud,doth,as before was ſhewed,biing 

preſent remedic for all diſcaſes of the 

foulc; which are the finnes thevof : (for 

the ſame is ſin to the ſoule, that is ſick - 

ne ſſe tothe bodie) what account then 

ought we to make of this death, which 

death ouercame death : which oucrcame 

hell. and ſin it ſelfe? So that we may ſay ö 
away death, thou art ouercom by death: 4 
away death, thou att ouetcome by life: 4 
his weaknes is ouercom by his ſtrength; 
our intitmitie by bis power: our ſinne 
by his righteouſues: his death broughe 
our life: he was weak, to ſtrengthen vs: 
he baſe, that we glorious ; he ſicke, that 
wee ſound: hee abaniſhed man, that ; 
wecitizens: he fleſſi, that we ſpitituall: * 
be ſhed his bloud, that we might be hea- 
led. We may therfore conclude, that ne 
fin can hurt vs, ſith the death of Chriſt 
and his bloud, is a preſent remedie ? 
gainſt all. And thus in this firſt ꝛeſpect. = 
the bloud of Chrift being the hk 
for the ſoulc,arguerh the forgiuenes of 
our fins, in that it prooueth the curing 


of our inſirmitics. 
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I herein the forgiuenes of frrus is proned, 
confitering Chrift as he is our redeemer 

v ho har with bis on bodie purchaſed eiu 
his Father the pardon fer aur fines, ani 

: withhisown bloud ranſomed vs, and paidfiy; 


lle price of theredemprion of our. ſanta . 
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N_ the. ſecond reſpe . 


0 72 7 of our ſinnes ; for ba 
Hic is not onely the: Phi 


ſinnes thereof”: but allo that price 
by the which, Chriſt purchaſed of hifi 
_ 'fatberthe pardon for our ſinnes. For auſſi 
the Apoſtleteacheth ys (in this preſent 
verſc)we haue redemption by his bluud 
the for giuenes of our ſins. And Peter inſtre 
his Epiſtle telleth, that wee were redet · e 
mog ſrom out vaine conuerſarigny dae 
with ctrruptible things, as gold 
ner. but with the moſt pre ius hond i 
the ſonne of God. Wherb ahe Apoſtle 
teascheth vs, that as the paidon ot cu 
finnes from the hands of God, is fatußhe. 
3 - men 
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pore excellent then the Popes pardon 
{which may, Whether it be for murder ur 
Icheft, or whoredom e or any ſuch like be 
Parchaſed for gold, or ſilue r, or wooll;or 
ich hke traſh:) ſo it is to be purchafed 
yith a price farre more! precious, ceuen 
yith the bloud of the {on of God, which 
Yoriely was able to purchaſe out pardon 
Br vs, And therſore if the ſame had ben 
anting; alas what had thete beene left 
n vs, able to haue procutred ie amet A 
even would taſtater. and bread al tha 
that ab es of his life yea, hee would trauell 
Phi · Ito Rome. to le uſalem, and farther, bare 
h theſooted. and bare legged : yea, he Mod 
5, the hp himſelf wich cord, vteathed with 
Price ron: yea, launce himſelfe wih penne 
ff hiflniues,as the Prieſts of Baal :he would 
For atſſkiue abundanceof gold and ſiluer hee 
eſemould keope open hôuſe, give great 
loud Hoale: reletue many poote, buy many” 
ter inſtrentall of maſſes, bild Abbies, Mona- 
edee · Meries, Churches, Schooles, and Col- 
2, notWlcdpes,as the Papiſts do, ſor the pardom 
their ſinnes: yea, he would (as they) 
bay open their ſhame to the Pricſtes 
doſtleſeares, in auricular confeſſion, if that 
{ ourfwou}d purchaſe him pardon ſor his ſin: 
Kat , yea;he would with the lews, come inxo 


morey 
** . 
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the courts of the Lords houſe, and of. * 
fer many Bullocks, Rams, and Goats f“ 
he would ſhed riuers of bloud, & poum #14 
out ſtreams of vile vnto the Lord t yeiſſ®! 
kee would (as Micheas ſaith) give the 
fruit of his wombe, for the ſinne of hi 
ſoule: and as the Idolators did, m 
his ſonnes to go through fire, and offc 
them to deuils, if all this would procure 
vato him pardon for his fin, Yea ,what 
would nota wounded conſcience gie 
to be dis burdened of the weight of his 
anc, and to purchaſe vnto himſelfe i 
pardon, not from the Pope. but from i! 
Lord for his offences? But it will coſt ti 
great a price for him to redeem his ov 
toule,orthe fin thereof, with any thing 
in himſclfe. He muſt therefore ler tha 
alone ſor euer, and look for the pardo 
of his offences, by the bloud of leſu 
Chriſt ; which is that onely price. by ib 
which it might be procured, which be 
ing accordingly offt ted vnto God thi 
Father, and that vpon ihe aultax of tt: 
eroſſe: he hath with the value and pris! 
thereof, purchaſed that, which all, bot! 

heauen and earth could not other wid, 
haue procuted: euen the forgiuencs of \ 
our ſinn es. And thereby bath left ynt 
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ys an aſſurance, for the attainiog of the 
pardon of our offences. For farre bee it 


Is u, that we ſhould account the Lore 


either a colener, who would deceiue vt, 
or an opprefſor, or an extortioner, that 


would by violence keepe from vs any 


lach thing, as we had right vnto by the 
way of purchaſe.Hauing therfore tight 


ynto the pardon of our ſinnes, becauſe 
Chriſt bath purchaſed the ſame with his | 


bload:we are aſſured, that our ſins muſt 
and (hal be for euer forgiuen,and blot- 
ed out. That Lord, that giueth more 

chen we deſerue, will not keep from vs 


of that which is our due: and he that gi 


aeth all as freely, will notdebarre 
0 7 


Iv of that, which is purchaſed for vs ſo 
_ , as with the bloud of leſus 
11 Cl | . 


N a 7 * 4 FY 8 * 
* # Ss lat * 2% - "4 3 m "IE. N 1 
r N 9 N $8 FE 4 9 5 r 0 
* * 5 . a 5 . * 


e ee eee 


* 5 | 4 * 
2 4 $4847 1 
= 5 4 N mM.” etl. 
"BY oF „ Se OW oe 
—— 4 x» + Pg 
"0 


T be Coniforter. 


118 
The 10 Chapter. 5 4 


_ Wherein are touched two reaſons taken fran lot 
the ſpirit of Go (the holie Ghoſt, being 
rhe ilurd perſon in ihe Trinitie.) The fuſlify, 
as the ſpirit is confidered, to worłę repen. Ih: 
tance & contrition in vis, and fo waſher 
vs from our finne, The other, al the ſpin et 
breede tir and worleth peace in our cenſci i 
ence, wherewith the forginencſie of en 
Fannes it ſeated. * _ 7 
| TY f 


to thoſe reaſons taken frouſſe 
* the 1 r the Soonerſſpir 
lm adde two ot het 

; — 7 pulse all reaſons taken 
from the ſpirit of God; 11-84 

1 The firſt whereof is this: namely 
tliat one and the ſelfeſame ſpirit, that i Hie. 
called by Paule (Rom. 8.) the ſpirit och 
bondage to feare,and allo that workeiſſpigh 
godly ſoro in vs vnto repentance, meth; 
tioned (z. Cor. cap. I.) is allo that ſanctiſſ 2 
ing ſpirit of God, which waſheth andhe x 
cleanſeth vs from all our ſinnes: anGir y 
therfore it is compared to fire and vaiue 
der: becauſe as fire it purgeth, as wateſpfait 
ir eleanle th vs from all our ſinies: ann! 

| e air 
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6)that ye are waſhed, that ye are clean- 


ſed that yee are ſanRitted, in the name 
fa 25 1cſus Chriſt, and by the ſpitit of our 


ood. So that they that ſorrow rightly 
or thoir finnes, and are poſſeſſed with 


the ſpirit of bondage to feare. euen to 
heihfeare hell, Gods wiärh, the deuill, and 


beir ownceſtate. may be aſſurtd⸗ that 


e ſame ſpirit that worketh the forrow, 


tEwalhech the fouls: that breedeth the 
Rfcore,bringeth the favour of God: that 
blech their cheeks with teates fe lean⸗ 


th the ir ſoules from ſiune alſo:for one 


Whicir worketh all, and in all the elect of 
od So that While v we lay open our fins, 


ye lay them vpan Chriſt, who bearecly 


em, and taketh them away. While" 


ide not our fi os, the Lord hideth . 


that ſorroweth ri tly for the, 


6 5 5 LIFT 
N 1 þ e 
I r R Is 
et 4 Are BY t em: and e a 
-. 7 WA f — , "4 f g 17 
* = 
be. N - ; wa „ - * 
v7 1 * * 2 
0 FF. A 1 * 9 
» 42 * 85 Tis Mg” 3 
4 * . IO 4 * 
125 3 1 "6 - *þ , "* 
* * 2 2 4 1 a ws 4 ++ = Mt KA 
LF 5 Loo 


Item fr evermares if.” ey 
2 The ſccondreafon, is ta | 


e peace of conſcience. which the. ! i £7 + | | 5 5 i 
It e hoes dooth ſeale the | Gn 


ziueneſſe o 
8 — 2 in or uy to che R 


, 4 
J W | o * * 
* 3 * 3 
1 x 4 * 
- % 3 : . , P, of 
ö 2 * * « 1 0 
. „ , * 
» { ; is * a Y 25 
2 9 k H ? * FP 
: : | PAL ES N N 1 * * 
FEY 4 J g 4 " F 3 * 
* 9 * r 
ans, | wh 7 
F 
4 Ws #5 © - 2 f 
p * k 8 od be 8 5 * 
„ * EY.) 


, = * 
* 7 3 
— = 4 * % 


our finnes, asrme'A A Je lle PO 


- — — ö 
ä 8 5 . 
24 , * You 1 a - n A N pits, 
"RN. nt,” ad. Roa" A ²— SIS wr og Ro hep, 9 70 n * At A 3 1 4. "<4 he 3 W A OY F * x £4 Lots e * ans 9 N & , * 1 4 * Ir X I) nr pt. RA 5 
4 2 8 : 2 p b 5 => x — 1 nts 5 = 4 , 
4 5 M wats OT IF 8 ; "I nk FR , ' 


120 Tie Conforver. 


if ever fince we ſinned, we felt the peace #: 
of conſcience, it was the welke of the Im 
ſpirit,that ſcaled our iuſtification, that Im 
is, the full forgiuenes of our ſinnes. And cl 
therfore hauing once felt the ſame, ve At 
need not doubt, vhethet our finnes be che 
forgiuen vs, yea, or no. But as I haue ber 
breefly omitted the other reaſon : lol $13 
wil defer this ynto a more proper place, ſo 
And ſo cpncludiug thoſe reaſons that pu- 
ariſe fro Godconfidered in his perſon ui 
I will come vnto other reaſons takenſee 
from man, be ing conſidered in his fins, 


The 11 Chapter. 
Nuherein is contained the fr f# argument, . A4. 
reeaſon, which to prone the ſorgiueneſſe oc 
int is taken fromthe ercature (the rewÞ's 1 
ent being before taken from the cream br 
. 22 5m. con ſderod in bimſelf,nit ein 
uit eflate beung naturally inclinad is ſc ; 


3 
"FM. —— f b of « I 
E | le hit wberot iy 


1 — 
5 
* 1 


N 12 taken fr6 the coopent 
n fideration of pr n 


* 
e's 
ol . 


* 
4 N, r hi 


Þ 


4 oc #4. 4. tf 
* 5 


T he Comforter. 121 


Was I conceiued, and in iniquitie did 
my mother bring me forth. And Jeb de- 
mandeth, ſaying: Who can make that 
Ileane, that is borne of vncleane ſeed ? 
And Paule plainely teacheth us, that by 
ne ſinne of one man, ſinne raigned o- 
er all: and that in Adam all ſinned. So 
hat as wee drew ftõ. Adam our being, ſo 
Fur ſinning: as our fleſh and bone, ſo 
dur cortuption: as our nature, ſo our 
ane naturally. And as there is in the 
ed of our parents, wherof we are born, 
1 naturall jnclinatian, by the bleſſing 
f God to grow: ſo there is in the ſame 
lo a naturall inclipation, by the fin of 
an, vnto ſinne. And as the crabbe 
lock, ſende ch forth his ſoure iuice into 
lis braunches, which therfore natutal- 
bring forth crabs, for fruits; ſo dam 
Peing chat ſinfull ſtock whereof we ate 
he natutall braunches, ſendeth forth 
1s ſinne into vs: who therefore natu 
ally bring forth fruit voto ſin, in gr 
kntic, So that look how naturall 
man to grow, to eat, to laugh, to 
— 9: fo natural allo is it 
r him to ſin. Therefore is it chat finne · 
igneth ouer all, in ſuch ſort, as chat 
Pere was auer heard of any ſe man, 
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(beſides Chriſt, who was not begotteafſro 
after the manet of men) as was voidoffflth; 
ſinne. For if we ſay we haue no fin, el no 
deceiue our ſeluee, & thete is no truth 
in vs. Paul confeſſeth concerning him. Im 
ſelſe, that the euill wbich he would noiſtur 
do, he doth. Daniel confeſſed in bis praiſthj 
er vnto the Lord, his owne fins, and thiſobſ 
ſinnes of the people. Noahyhis drunken inc 
nes: Iobs curſing : Darids adulterie: iy 
lomons idolatrie: Peters apoſtaeie: an(lhi 
Moſes infidelitie: are by the word, mas te 
nifeſted vnto the whole world. And buieour 
ly,what man is he that may not learnqſbe 
to pray, as Chriſt hath taught him, ./ Vith 
ang: Forgiue vs our treſpaſſes as we forgiuſſp cor 
them that treſpaſſe againſi vs, True it iſpur 
that many there bee, who haue praicFnor; 
with Paul, to haue the meſſenger of di one 
than clean temoued: yes, and haue ſiiſhou 
ued to attaine vnto the power of ii eaſo 
death, and reſurrection of leſus Chiiſ bon 
and vnto the teſurrection of the dead ſpeaſt 
chat euen in this life, they might be fiſſor m 
ed fully from ſinne. But neuer could hen 
ther Paulas himſelſe confeſſoth, or anÞiis na 
other therefore, attain theteunto. Anim y 
no maruel:for nature may well be coſped 
tectech but neuer by ay labour cleaqpcon 
Ding rg root 
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rooted out. And therefore as the Cat of 
the mountain cannot change hir ſpots, 
nor the Ethyopian his skin, fith nature 
hath made them ſuch: ſo neither can 
man cleane put away his ſinne, ſith na- 
ure bath made him a ſinner, Which 
thing howſoeuer, it cannot excuſe the 
Jobſtinat, yet it may comfort the weake : 
knowing that the Lord wil be more ea 
fly moued to pardon thoſe our ſinnes. 
hich nature will we, nill we, inforceth 
to do, For when we ſinne, we do but 
ur nature. And therefore in reaſon, we 
be rather are to be pardoned. For euen 
ith reaſon, this is a good, and therfore 
common ti wh we ſhould ſpare 
ur brute beaſts, behauing themſelues 
ore brutiſhly: alas, ſay we, let them a- 
None, they do but their nature. And why 
Hould it not ſeem vnto reaſon, as good 
eaſon, why the Lord (in regard of 
home, man is not ſo much, as a brute 
eaſt is ynto man) ſhould ſpare, & not 
or merit, but for pitie pardon mano 
hen be finneth, doth nothing eite bur 
is nature: for bis own nature driueth 
im vnto fin. This reaſon therefore ſee- 
coined ſo good ygto the holy Ghoſt, aud 
alp comfortable vnto Np that he eſpe» 
2 Cc 
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cially vſeth the fame in his Io; pſalm, to 
new, that as a father pittieth his owne 
children, ſo the Lord (as mercie reſpec- 
teth miſerie, ſo pitie reſpecteth frailtie) 
pittieth them that feare him. For, faith 
he, the Lord knoweth our making, he: 
remembreth that wee are but duft, and 
that the daies of mortal man, are but at 
the graſſe, and that he flouriſheth, bu 
euen as the flower of the field. when the. 
wind bloweth vpon it, it is no longei 
neither is the place thereof known ani 
more. This therefore is the firſt reaſo: 
taken from the conſideration of ou 


ſelues, to whom being begotten in fin 
xt 1s natural] to ſinne. 
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wne The 12 Chapter. ' 


pec. ¶ N herin is contained the ſecond reaſon, talen 
Irie, from man, 10 prooue the for ginencſſe of 4 
fins, by the conſidera tion of our infancie, 
hee wee neuer being but nem barne babes , jo 
I and long as we line. 


— 


ut at 

, bit He ſecond reaſon 15 
a chef taken from the con- 
ng ee | fideration of our in» 
n a 154 | AS fancie, which ſo long 
aſos N continueth as we line 
F ont * Ain this preſent world. 


— NE 2 For in regard both of * 
Cod, & alſo of that perfect aged man in «EY 
leſus Chriſt, we are no more, not better 7 
then new borne babes. And therefore 
doch the Apoſtle Perer in his firſt Epiſtle 
& ſecouſ chapter, call vs babesglaying: 
. oo Fas new borne babes deſite the ſpiritual 
and guiltles milke of the word.So. 4 
4 | wiſe doth Jahn in his firſt E piſlle, & Fi 
e from Idols, And 


chapter, call vs, ſayin PA 3 he e 70h 
Ithe Lord appoint. vnto his Church 


r this 
this preſent life Kings and Queenes,to. x 
be nurſing fathers, & 72 5 mothers 
ad feedeth it as it were with pap, euen 
E 3 with 


Ne 
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with the fincere milke of the word. And 
in all other actions dealcth ſo with vs, It 
as parents with their yong infants, Aud « 
no maruell: for in euery action of this 
preſent life, wee ſhew our ſelues to beef r 
more then babes. Our weake knees, out n 
babiſh reaſon, our childiſh imagination, iſ 

0 

W 

tt 


ourdallying with God our Father, out 

ynſeaſonable cries, out vnreaſonable it 

queſts, our fathers rod, the blaſphe mit 
of his name, the deſiling of our ſelueaſe 
cur beds, and our garments, and the of ot 
ten fals which we catch, as children tha di 
are ynweaned, and cannot go alone, de ni 
more then convince the ſame. Ad hen. p 
unto, how late it is ſince that we ven de 
new try babes)begotten Hf. 
the immortall ſeed of the word: avi 
this doQrine will ſhine as cleare as Hul 
- fun, at the noone day. For what though {pe 
ue haue beene regenerate an hunde wi 
yeres ſince:is it in regard either of Gol ou 
with whom a thouſand years are but plac 
one day: or in regard of immortalitiſ ot 
and that long aged life, that ue, that f ſpo 
borne of the immortall ſeed of Golſ the 
. ſhall bee partakers of: is it, I ſay, i oui 
' regard thereof, any more then yeſtei inc 
day? So that it appeareth hereby, th 

| 110 
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And che ſtrongeſt Chriſtian, and the perfec. 
th vs, ¶ teſt man in God, is ſcatſe a child of one 
„Aud ¶ daics age. And therefore arc they fitlßy 
f this called by Peter, apy pu min e, cuen. 
o bee l now, not onely new borne babes: as it 
were in their bloud. The full pet ſwaſion 
whereof, may breed in vs a liuely hope 
r, oui of the mercic and fauour of God to vs 
lerefward; Knowing that our parents, after 
che fleſh, could euen then, when we plai- 
eluex ed the wantons, defiled our beds, and 
our garments, miſcalled our parents, yea 
8 them with our cries in the 
night ſeaſon, be contented not only to 
pardon vs. but alſo to laugh at vs, conſi. 
(ering that as yet we were but in our in. 
ſancie. How much more then thinke we, 
wil che Lord our heauenly father, euen 
when we live wantonly, walk weakely, 
ſpeake fooli(hly,thinke childiſhly, euen 
when we defile our ſclues with bloud, 
our beds with ſin, or our ſouls with blaſ- 
phemie,and euill ſpeaking, or with any 
other ſuch like ſin, be teadie ( be it not 
ſpoken to the maintenance of any of 
tcheſe finnes)to forgive vs? confidering 
our childhood, our young and tender, 
and therefore indiſcreet yeares: where« 
is albcit we worke fooliſhly, or ſpeake 
4 Yn» 
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vnſeemely, yet we doe according to our 
vnderſtanding, and ſpeake, as they ſay F 
of children, as well as their wit — 0 


them. ludeed, if after this preſent life, 1 
when we ſhall come to the meaſure of 


the age of Chriſt, full grown, euen to a , 
perfect man: if then | ſay, we ſhould( a | 


we are aſſured we ſhall not( commit an 
of theſe fins, and ſlip into any of thele 
fals, then there were no ſuch hope leſt 
vnto vs, by reaſon of our confirmed age 
but now to ſinne, is agrecable to out 
yeares: and to pardon fin, is agreeable 
to Gods wiſedome, who knowerh hoy 
childiſh we are. And theſe are thoſe rea. 
ſons taken from our ſelues, to proue ibe 
ſame. Now let vs conſider thoſe rea 
ſons, that are taken from ſinne it ſelſe 


Ht, The 13 Chapter. 5 

H herein is contained the firft reaſon, tal 
 » from ſinne it ſelfe, which is drawne frm 
Ai he name of ſmne, being called our deli 


% vw 


1 He firſt reaſon for the rook 
nereof taken from ſinne it 
14 ſelke, is drawne from that 

dame, that the ſpirit « 
the Lord our GOD giueth , oe in 

othet 
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other places, ſo eſpecially in the ſixt of 
Mathew vnto ſin, where it is called our 
debt, that wee owe vnto the Lord. For 
chere the Lord teacheth vs to pray after 
this manner, ſaying: Forgiue vs ou debt, 
45 we forg iue our debters. for ſo the Greek 
words gie and bend rat, doe ſig- 
nifie. Where it is manifeſt, that by com · 
paring this place of Mathgw, with the 11 
of Luke,& the fourth verſe, that by debts 
de meanoth ſinnes. Fot that which Ma- 
thew calleth our debts, Lake calleth out 
finnes,faying) Forgiue vs our ſinnes, as we 
forgine euery one that is indebted Unto vs. 
So that hereby it is euident. that out ſins 
arc thoſe debts of ours, which'we owe 
ynto the Lord. Which being ſo. there a+ 
riſeth vnto vs a notable perſwali on of 
the readines of the Lord, ther by to pays 
don and forgiue them. For what do we 
thinke, that the Lord c areth for ſueh 
debts, that hee will exact them at our 
hands by the rigour of tie lasꝰ That he 
will ſue vs, arreſt vs, implead us, orims . 
priſon vs for the ſame Why is ſin, which 
is our debr,ſo de are, ſo pretiouß aii 
ſuch account with the Lord as H 
will ſtrain vs, and ſo conſtraia to pax 
the ſame vnto his majeſtic } Surely, | 
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® man ought vs a boxe on the carc; wee 


would ſcant train him for ſuch a debt. 


For wc had rather looſe it,then law for 
it: ſuch is our debt of ſinne, which we 
owe vnto the Lord. For (in is as it were 
a box,giuen to the Lord in his ſace, ſtri- 
king immediately againſt the glurie of 
his maieſtie ; and then will the Loid 
thinke wee, drine vs by order of lawto 
pay the ſame. Why,is the Lord fo poore, 
and ſo beggerly,that he were vndone,f 
wee did not make paiment of this one 
debt vnto him ? Hath hee ſuch need of 
ſin, that he knew not what (ſhift to make 
if he had not this debt of our ſinne out 
of our hands? Why, would it ſo greatly 
Rluder the Lord, to forbear it, or to for- 

iue it? No, no, it would turn exceeding: 
y to the aduancing of the riches of the 
glorie of his grace, to forgiue the ſame 
ynto vs, a 2 we proved, And ther: 
fore ith toforgiue vs our debts)as our 
Sauiour Chriſt calleth our ſinnes)is no 
meanes to diminiſh, but rather to en 
creaſe the riches of the glorie of the 
grace of God: ſith the treaſurie of bis 
mereie is therby more & more ampli- 

and inlarged: ſit it turneth to the 


Lords aduantage: ſith he te le 
22 7 , be 
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he giueth,and forgiueth:we may be ful 
ly aſſured, that the Lord, who is (if T 
may ſo ſpeake) couetous of his one 
glorie, will eaſily and readily forgiue vs 
our offences. And this is the fitſt rea - 
ſon, taken from the name of ſinne. 


1 he 14 Chapter, 
Wherin is contained the ſecond reaſon, tali 
from ſinne it ſelfe, io prous forgineneſſe of 
ſins i which ariſeth from the effef of fin, 
ſeruing to ſet forth the abundance of the 
grace of God, and to magnifie hit power, 


- — [| ſecond rea- 
L. 422 (on taken from 


fin, ariſeth fron 
hat effect, which 
fn worketh , as 
wer lay per acci- 
dens: that is, not 
Lad from his © owne. - 
and proper effe&t, but ſrom the works 
of the Lord thereby. For it ſerueth 
to the ſetting forth of the abundance 
pt 


of the grace of God: and to the mi 


| 


| 


nifying of the power of the Lord Ap 
plainely appearerh both by*thereſtt>-,. 
monie of Paule: who ſaith,” that were 
fin aboundeth;there grace aboundeth 
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4 alſo: and alſo by the anſwer of the Lord || © 
I made vnto Paule, who ſaid vnto him 
(praying, as himſelf teſtifieth three timet 
Tos th: meſſenger of Sathan, the prick 
of the fleſh, might bee remooued away 
from him) my. grace is ſufficient for 
thee, For by thy weakenes is my power 
made perfect: or, as ſome tranſlate it, 
made ſtrong, This anſwere of the Lord 
vnto Paule, l take to be ſpoken vnto all 
men, and fo eſpecially vnto my ſelf. For 
of a truth Lord, thy power is made ſtrõg 
indeed by my weakenes. For now be, 
ing (indued, though with ſome good 
gifts) ouercome by Sathan, do know the 
power of the ſpirit that dwelt in thee, to 
dee perfect, and powerfull, that neuet 
could be ouercome by Sathans aſſault. 
Thus is thy power made petfect by; 
weaknes,by compariſon, Again OL 
when lam ouercome, I feele the powe 
olf chy death, to ouercome Sathan, hell, 
and condemnation: and of a weak man 
to ſtrengthen me ſo, that thy power i; 
made ſtrong by thy victorie. For the po- 
rerofSathan, and of my ſinnes, cannot 
the power i jr fans which 
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2rd | ometimes ouercome, when before 1 
im ¶ was oucrcome:by whoſe power was this 
net ff but y thy power? which is ſo much the 
ick greater. by how much lam the weaker. 
vay | For Sathan is wonderfull ftrong, and I 
for | wonderfull weake. How then could Jo- i 
wer || uercome him being wonderfull ſtrong, 7 
it, ¶ except thy ſtrength were wonderfull in N 
ord | me, being wenderfull weak? Oh Chriſt 
all be ſtrong in me, for l am weak, Thy po- 
For N wer O Chtiſt, is the greater, & thy grace 
rg ſo much the more abundant, by how 
be. much my fins are the greater, that thou 
ood pardoneſt. To pardou ſmall ſins, is great 
the I grace: but to pardon many ſinnes, and 

, to thoſe monſtrous alſo, magniſieth the a- 
bundance of thy grace to me ward: and 
not onely vnto me, but it commendeth 

the excellencie thereof, to all that taſt 
thereof. Lord. l ſpeake not theſe things 
to make them a cloke for my finne, but "I 
a camfort to my ſoule: ae Boks e 
ting, hut that I doing that, which it ist; 
wi 11 ſhould do, and that for the glotie 
gf thy grace, and the perfsding of thy ©. _ 
power,ſhal.cafily obtain pardon forthe 
lame: yea, though it be 2 bat d G 
ſhewed the force of this reaſ6, that thou _ 
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maieſt readit,know it, feele it, and pra. 
ctiſe it at one tim e. To this reaſon, [ 
might adde one other, from that name 
of ſinne, where it is called our infirmi. 
tie, or diſeaſe, and our phrenzie, and 
madne ſſe, as the Philoſopher calleth it. 
Which might therefore ſeeme the ra. 
ther to bee pardoned, becauſe it waz 
done in our madneſſe. But Iwill omit 
this reaſon, and come to the confidera- 
tion of other reaſons, takẽ, not as theſe, 
from euery man in himſelfe, being 
conſidered with his ſinnes: but from 
others, euen men, and deuils, 

* The 15 Chap ter. 
Wherin is contained the An reaſon, ialen 
from man, as he is conſidered in others; 
which is drawne from the examples of o. 
ther men, by which the eternitie of thi 
Forgiuoneſſe of ſinnes, is fiarther aſſured 
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che examples of other md, mg 

t o1 
J of the forgiueneſſe of our iis! 
ſinnes, is yet further aſſured pros 
or what one ſinne haue wee com 


ra | 
n, | | God haue nor, either before, or after 

ime | their calling, committed? and yer; as 4 
mi- the ſpirit teſtiherh, received pardon "1 
and | for the ſame. Haſt thou committed a- * 
hit, dulterie? why ſo had the woman that 

ra. | was brought vnto Chriſt in the eight 

was | of John: ſo had the woman of Samaria 

mit in the fourth of John: for Chriſt ſaid 

era · £ voto ber, thou haſt had five busbandy, ; 
eſe, and him whom now thou haſt, is not 

ing N thy husband. So had Dauid with Berſeba, 

rom and vet the Prophet ſaid ynto him, the 
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Lord hath taken away thy finne, that 
thou ſhalt not die therefore. Haſt thou 
beene poſſeſſed with the deuill ? ſo Wes 
Mary Magdalene, who had ſeuen diuels 
caſt out of her. Haſt thou diſtruſted the 
Lord ? ſo did Moſes at the waters of 
ſirife, Haſt thou as it were deſpaired? fo 


almoſt did Teremy, who ſaid inthe third - * 


of his Lamentations,that he was a caſt 
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committed, which other the Saints of 


hope for him in 


away, and there was no 8 
God.So did Dauid in his 77 Plalme,fay- - 
ing; Will the Lord caſt me off ſor euer: 
mould he be no more intteated?ſhould > © 


ohr 3 kindnes faile for euer & hi 
ured promiſe from one gene tatiõ to another /, 


wee 


wee come vtterly to an end? Haſt g10u mure 
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dered and ſlaine thy brother? ſo did Da. 
wid murder Vrias. So did the lews put to 
death. and ſlay the Lord of life, as Pe A 
chargeth them in the ſecond of the At, 
and yet they were by the ſame Apoſtle t 
baptiſed to the forgiuencs of their fins, U 
Haſt thou ſtolne and robbed thy bro- d. 
ther? So did the theefe t hat was crucifh. } '* 
ed with Chriſt, to whom notwithſtan. 
ding Chriſt ſaid, This day ſhalt thoube 
with me in Paradiſe. Haſt thou been an 
oppreſſor, an extortioner, and an vſurer 
So was Zacheus, who notwithſtanding i 
penting, and making reſtitution, heard 
that comfortable ſaying of Chriſt vnto 
him, happie art thou Zacheus, this day i 
health come vnto thine houſe, Haſt thuu 
contended and fallen out with thy bro. 
ther?So did Paul and Barnabas: betwiit 
whome the contention was ſo hot, tha 
they departed alunder,one taking Luk, 
and the other ohn. But haſt thou( be. 
ing but one man) committed all thele 
finnes ? Haſt thou beene ao [dolater! 
\defiled the temple of God ? beaten 
"down his truth? erected Idolatrie? bal 
thou beene a witch, a coniurer, a ſouth 
ſayerꝰ haſt thou ſhed abundance of it 
——— 
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there with ? haſt thou committed more 
abhominations,then the Cananites, or 
the Emorites, whom for their klthines 
the Lord cut out of the land of the li- 
ving? haſt thou offered thy ſonnes and 
daughters, & ſacrificed them to devils 
in fire > All theſe things did Manaſſes, 
25 it appeareth in the 21 chapter of the 
ſecond booke of the Kings: and yet he 
returned vnto the Lord,, and found ſa- 
uour and mercie for all his ſinnes: as it 
appeareth in the 33 cliapter of the ſe- 
cond booke of the Chronicles. Are thy 
ſinnes greater then the ſinnes of Manaſ- 
ſestor is the mercie, and the arme of the 
Lord ſhortened? is the Lord a reſpecter 
of perſons ? did he forgiue Manaſies re- 
penting him of his ſinne ? and will hee 
not forgiue thee, returning vnto him- 
le au calling ypon his name? is not 
the Lord rich in mercie vnto all them 
that call vpon him faithfully ? whether 
they be lewes,or Gentiles, Greekes, or 
Barbarians,there is no difference in the 
Lord. Are theſe things left vnto vs in the 
word,cither to follow, or to comfort vs 
witball? Doth not Paule teach vs, that 
w hatſoeuer is written, is written for our 
learning chat through the patience, and 
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138 T he Comforter 
comfort of the Scriptures, wee might 
haue hope ?euen bee comforted, while 
wee hope, that the ſame Lord, that hath 
een thus merciful] vnto others, will as 
well be mercifull vnto vs alſo: that he 
will make our fins, that are in like man- 
ner as red asskarlet, as white as ſnoy: 
and that are like vnto the purple, to be 
as the wooll:as himſelfe hath promiſed 
by the mouth of his Prophet Eſay. This 
is the firſt reaſon, which is taken from 
other men. $i 
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The 16 Chapter. 


Wherein is contained the ſecond reaſon, a- 
ken from man, being conſidered in others; 
which is drawne from the teſtimonie of 
others: as of the Miniſters of the word: of 
God,of the Prophets, of Chriſt himſeife, 
of the Apeſiles, and all other holy men of 
God,who as faithfull witneſſes announct 


and conſirme the forgineneſſe of finnes, 


He ſecond teaſon 
is taken from the 
, teſtimonie of o- 
ebbers, who affirme 
Wa and ſo'confirme 
£54 this voto vs. And 
od berein we wil firſt 
conũider the teſti- 
monie of the faithfull miniſters of the 
Goſpel of God, to whom thou beingat- 
flicted, oughteſt to repaire fat comfort. 
And that, both by the expreſſe commans 
dement of the Lord himſelfe, who by 
the mouth of his Prophet Malachy, faith, : 
that the Prieſts lips ſhal contain know f 
ledge, and the people ſhall inquire the 
law at his mouth. And alſo by t 
ple of the Ic wes, in the ſecond of thi 
Acts : who being wounded in confer 
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140 The Comforter. : 
ence, came to Peter, and the reſt of the L. 
Apoſtles, ſaying ; Men and brethren, wha W 
ſpal we do. For the Miniſters are the Phu 

ſitions & Surgeons of the ſoule, to heal th 
the ſame, as well as they are the Lordi aa 

warriors, and ſo by the force of his ſpiri. 
tuall weapons, of power, to caſt downe. 
ae her hold, euery ſtrong thought, 
andcuery name that is exalted agaiuſ 
the name of God,and Icfus Chriſt; And 
therefore, as by the armour of God on 
the left hand, they can wound thy con- 
ſeience: ſo by the armor of God on the 
right hand. they can wound the ſpiritual 
enemy. As by the law. they can kil thee; 
ſo by the Goſpel they can quicken thee: 
as by the one they caſt thee downe : {6 
by the other they can lift thee vp. For 
they are the diſpenſers of the manifold 
grates of God, and the Lords ftewardy 

to giue to euery one his portion in d 

time. Iudgement, to whom iudgement 
appattaineth, and mercie vnto thee, 
to whome mercie belongeth. So that i 

thou repair to them for comfort, and 
they ſhal giue thee comfort, thou mail 
be comforted indeed. If they ſhall giut 
thee thy portion, in the forgiueneſſe of 
ſianes, they giue vnto thee, as my 1 
8 "1 ords 
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Lords ſeruant, that thy portion therein 
which is due vnto-thee. If they ſhall ſay 
ynto thee, that thy finnes are forgiuen 
the, it is all one, as if the Lord himſelfe 
had ſaid ſo much vnto thee, Forthey are 
the Lords ſernants, not onely as other 
men, to doe their maiſters will, but his 
meſſage alſo: not onely to ſerue him 
with doing, but wich going alſo:not on- 
ly to come when they are called, but to 
tunne when they are ſent. For they are 
18 it were the Lords footmen, which are 
ſent by him to doe his meſſage, and to 
ſignifie his mind vnto thee, And there» 
fore is it that the Apoſtle asketh in the 
tenth to the Romanes, how they ſhall 
heare without a preacher,and how they 
ſhall preach except they be ſeut. So that 
when the Miniſter conimeth vatothee; 
to comfort thee, & to aſſure thee of the 
forgiuenes of thy ſins thou muſt know 
for a certaintie, that he is ſent vnto thee 
the Lord, to do this his meſſage vnto 
ehee, & to tell thee, euen from the Lords 
owne mouth, that thy ſinnes are forgi · 
ven thee, And this thou maieſt and muſt 
aſſure thy ſelfe of, wherher he come vn⸗ 
to thee, either voluntarily without thy 
procurement (as Nathan did vato Davids 
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who ſaid vnto him (hearing the confeſ. 

fion of his ſin)and the Lord hath taken 
away thy ſinne, that thou ſhalt not die 
fot it: and as Chriſt came voluntatihy 
vnto the Iewes, wichout their ſending 
for him, the ſpirit of God having an- 
nointed him, and ſent him to preach the 
glad tidings of the Goſpel, euen vnto ſo 
many as were a far off:) or whether he 
come vnto thee, being ſent for by thee, 
as Peter was by Cornelius, who although 
he came vnto Cornelius, being ſent for 
by him, yet both was Peter by the viſion 
which he ſaw,warned by God himſelſe 
to poc: & allo cornelius commanded to 
d for him, by an Angell: but thou by 
the ſpirit. And therfore hen the Mini- 


of kis gracious pleaſure ynto thee, P 
euery 
of the Lord, ſent from the Lord himſe 


ſador of the Lord. For as Paul ſhne wech 
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aithfull Miniſter is the ſcruanthy 
10 do his meflage: yea, he is the Embaſ; * 
Nagels c 
2. Cer. j. a0.) we are Chriſts embaſladoricthirg 


for) 


ou 
ng 
of ti 
dor, 
his P 
be ta 
15 Wi 
As tt 
the fe 
that v 
name 


intrea 
the na 
to Go 
that w 
name 
ſter commeth vnto thee, to tel thee thatſpake \ 
thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee, aſſure thy ſthe na 
ſelfe as the truth is in Chriſt leſus, thatſforgiue 
whether he come by thy procurement: ſſeeſt th 
or without thyprocurement, he was ſeniſi 


to thee by the Lord, to ſigniſie ſo muchſthee, th 


his M 


ink w 
by 
tha 


* 


bor you. As therfore 44s embaſlac * 5 
\ | preſenteth the perſon of the Lone 
. ng that ſent him: ſo doth the Minif { 


dor,repreſent the perſon of the Lord, 8 
his Prince Chriſt ſeſus: and ſo ou 


of the goſpel, being the Lords embaſſa= = "MN 
14 
0 


8 
> (is, wich the kings & princes of the world. 
As therfore this is true, which Paule in 


ke fore mentioned place ſaith namely, 


1 that wee come as Embaſſadours in the 


name of Chriſt, as though God bimſel 
a l intreated youby vs, ſo we intreat 2 in 
ehe name of Chriſt, tobe reconcile 
oo God: So likewiſe this ig 95. re lena 
that wee come as Embaſſac 

name of Chriſt, as though Ga 
ſpake vnto you: ſo we lay vnto y 
the name of Chriſt, that your 


2. 
I 


rect the embaſſador of the Lord, which 


hs his 3 ynto tbee, and tell 


thee,that thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee, 
tink wich thy ſelfe, that the Lord as it 
ere by his on- mouth, hath nowtold 
dee, that he hath pardoned thine offen- 
en Tea the Miniſters ofthe Lord arethe 

ls of the Lord, and ſo are called in 
be Malachy,and the brſt 1 Verler 


6 . FO 0 Wane +0 © F, "oe 
"+ y blog; 3 e e of 4 Fa 8 2 77 1 *F * *. KF F 
e oat 
N A 45-45 * 51 * oY Bs 5 ws \ Ws # 
rt IE 7 25 „ 
"0 Pa 0% ! e e 


* $ HW, . 5 6 gs FE, % Wy, 
by 


hi to 
be taken. euen as an earthlyf — ador 


in the h 


5 
* * 
, 
1 
A 
* 
* 
18 4 — 
e 
ein, 


forgiuen you. And therfore when thou ”% 


*) e 
LS \. FF 5 £8 = j * 3 . Fr 
. „ e 


e 


PE 


8 * 3 
eee 
e 


„ 8 W 4 
=. i 
- og”; LY - 


= 
- 
_ 


a 0c 
WA a 


— 1 ᷣ .- 
„ 


W e - — 


-. 
4x A445. 
Of 


"« 


* & *& «4. 
XK ©. i 
* eee 


- -. = — = 4 5 
— * % +. 
„„ " - * 


— — 


— x 
n 


* — OS — ” - "_ * — 
re I 
ar 


- — rr 
„ 
«A. 


4 — n 
nnn 


"»* i 


„/ 1 EH 
EE * .4#.x 


* 
— * 


RT” 


* - oy — = 
- - _- a 
„ 


* — wn 
s = 
a+ # * + « 


= 


— a 
2 _© > =. - * 
4 


x 


AYES i 


age 
the « 
Ley 
Mich 
Smyrna,Pargama.and fo forth: roteach her: 


n chat ſo we ſhould accountgt the Mi- In ny, 
niſters of the Goſpel,as ot the Angels of fg th. 


ſt n 


14 
| Lord: 
the mother of Chriſt, at his concepti- 
on er vnto Mary Magdalen at his grauc, 
or dhe Diſciples at his aſcention, or vatoſf ro 
lohn iu the Reuelation or as vnto Chriſſſ bh 


in his agonic, thou wouldeſt I hope be. 


ſatisfied and comforted therewith. Anda N 
why then art thou not aſwel certified ol — 
the teſtimonie of the Miniſters; whict 5 
are in like manner(as thopknoweſt) aſor —— 
wel the Angels of God,as they:alrho 12 8 
indeed herein they differ: the one is aur bg, 
haleeauenly. he othet ao earthly: the og the f 
à more glotious, che other a more bald — 


” 


Angel: yet they are both the Angels « 


wu * 
As 
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Ihe Lord, both the one, and the others: 
And therfore thou oughteſt in this meſ=. 
age of God, to giue as much credite to 
e Itlie one, as to the other: as much voto 
f Eſ cas vnto Gabriel vnto Pauſeas vaio 
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for thy proſit, to haue this meſſage dontÞbec 
vnto thee by a man. then by an Angel ofino 
glory. And thar,both becauſe ſuch is the yeh 
excelleneie of the glorie of an Angel erm 
light, that thou canſt nor indute than. 
brightnes of his preſence : and alſo. be · Nhe 
cauſe thou neither canſt be ſo familiuſpi t 
with him, as thou deſireſt, aud ſhouldeltence 
be, to deliuer thine eſtate: nor yet eau 
at al times, when thou deſireſt, being oiſſo th 
the earth, haue conference, and recourtÞYemi 


vnto the Angels, being in heauen; Theerai 
Lord therefore aſccndng ypon high e bi 
gaue among other gifts, this gife alſo open: 
at value, vnto his Church, and vntiſe lo 
thy ſelfe, euen Paſtort, & Doctors: thilhiter 
is. the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Gol ſppirit 


e e Wine t 
continually & familiatly conuerſant,o the 


dwelling with carchly men; that mig ond 
afteramorefemiliar, & leſſe fearful mi hriſt 
ner,deglare voto the the ſecret counſi by fi 
and hidds miſterics of God. Give tia be t 
fore creditvnto the Lords miniſters,a0 
glorie vnto God, that hath giuen iu l 


ine dad grate will 
e, that thou ſhouldeſt continual 
haue abiding with thee, his Prophet 


his Angeli, at whoſe mouth thou u 
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ne pee certified of the forgiueneſſe of thy 
| of innes. Y ca the Lord hath not giuen on - 
che y this name vnto his miniſtera, to con- 
lere vato thee the forgiueneſſe of thy 
the ſanes: but he hath further giuen vnto 
be · tem power, & authoritie (vs miniſteis 
lixfſpf the word) to forgiue thee thine of · 
detFences. For is choſe keies of the kingdom 
aul God. chat the Lord gaue in Peter, vn 
2 onto the Church, ſaying: Whole ſinnes yes 
emit, they ate remitted; whoſe ins yee 
neFeraine, — retained: whatſoeuer 
ge bind in earth, ſnall be bound in hea- 
delſhen: whatſoeuer ye looſe on bath. ſnall 
toe looſed on heauen.So that it the mi · 
Siſters of the Goſpel of God, ſhal in the 
ol ſpirit of God, and power of Chriſt, ſor · 
aue thee thy fins : if they ſhall-ſay vn»! 
nt, Ao thee,as Nathendid vnto Du, The 
ie ord hath taken away thy ſinne: or 4 
i hriſt vnto the ſick of the palſie, Sonne 
ally ſinnes are e thee: aſſure thy 
thelfe,thar inſomuch, as they haue looſed 
nudee from thy ſinnes on earth, the Lord 
u lich loo ſed thee from thy ſins in hea· 
wien: infomuch, as they haue remitted 
wal ay 9m thy fins, they are remit - 
nale tat thou do not as the moſt part oi ti 
H 2 world 
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tbis comfort, and other the like, by the 


is oac of che principal gifts, nientioned 


fulnes, thy faith: his wiſedome, thy re 


: „ 
* 


world dothũ /t hat depriue themſelues of f fc: 


contempt. aud baſe account of the mi. 
niſters of the grace of God: beleeue the 
Lord, and his Prophers,faith Iehoſophas 
and thou ſhalt n this 
gift which God bath giuen thee: for it 


by Paul in the fourth of the Epheſiang, 
that C briſt;when he tooke his farewell 
from the carth;gauethereunto. | ſpeak 
not theſe things to maintain the Popes 
auricular confeſſion, or yſurped autho 


ritie: burthelawfullpower, given y 
Godrohis miniſters: and therfore here 


in/muſt-mect- rogether,(1 meane inthe 
forgiuenes of thy finne by the miniſter 
his diſcretion, thy contrition: his faith 


FIR calling, and thy calling 
is calling muſt be lawfull, thy callia 
mult be trye: he muſt be faithful. tho 
muſt be penitent: he muſt be faithiali 
thou muſt be faithful: he faithful in hi wee « 
office, thou in thy conuerſion vnto ih giuet 
Lord. And then if theſe things be ioineq and i 

d gether in ther, and in him, thou maiſſto vs, 
tbeeaflured, that the Lord in heaueſſ whicl 
hath forgiuen thy ſiaues: as — Jof ou 
ii * +: Ji 
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ſters on the earth haue patdoned them: 
and that God hath looſed thee in hea- 
yen, that art looſ: d in the earth ſrom 
thy ſinnes. Thus from the teſtimonie. & 


wines of the miniſtets of the kingdom 


of God, thou maiſt apptoue hto chine 
own conſcience, the forgiueneſſe of thy 
fins, And this (Hall be the Mor 

ly confirmed vnto thy ſoiſe, 

hereunto adde the eQionies 
Danid,SalomangEſay ji 

mel, atid all the reſt © x 00 

teſtimonie of Chriſt t: 44, 

lohn „Mather, A e, 

ther A oſtles, Eua n a 

el of G LO 


being dene ,lpeak vnto — 


ind confirming witli one :vdice,, on 


mouth, & one ſpirit, that diy fand ace 


forgiuen,and all in offences clean blot 
ted out: ſo that being cotnpaſſed abo 
with ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, ani thoſe 
ſuch as are greater then all exception, 
wee ought to reſt peaceabſ in — 
givenes of 0br.(ins; whichithe 

Wand lo faithſull witneſſos, ec arme 
o vs. Theſe are the teſtimonits amen, 


which eonürme vnte vs theforgittenes 


of. ous ſiuncs . 1 dad 0 
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The 17 Chaptet. 

U herein is contained the third reaſon, ta- 

555 from others, which is derived from 

the Deuill. he teſtifying, and in his owne 

language confirming vnto vs the forging. 
ee 

re 


finnes. 


———— — Hs —_— 
FFY 10 en trom 
| = jc * is taken 
from the teſti» 
7 monie of the de- 
WM} vilwho very ſuf- 
) WV} ficiently in his 
natural laãguage, 
derſtand the ſame, con · 


'cepts & rules, as it were characters, b) 
the which thou' ſhalt eaſily vnderſtand 
the darkeſt and hardeſt words iu the de 
vils toong: and ſo ſhalt in ſhort ſpace b 
come a good languager. The hiſt rule 
© ſhall ſhew thee when he ſpeaketh : the 
ſecond what he ſpeake tn. Concerning 
the firſt;know for a certaintie: that whe! 
ſoeuet thou receiueſt any anſwer in th pric] 


conſci 
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conſcience, contrarie to that which is 
promiſed, or ſpoken in che word, con- 
uaty to the forgiuenes of thy ſin, to the 
receiuing ef the ſpirit of adoption, io 
the increaſe of the graces ot the holy 
Ghoſt, to the attaining of the inbheritãce 
of the Saints in light, or the poſſeſſion 
of eternal life, or any ſuch like, that then 
the deuill tempreth thee 1 and e 
that word, and make th that anſwere in 
thy ſoule. For this perſwaſion, and this 
inſwer, and this word, that the Lord wil 
not forgiue thy ſin, or giue thee his ſpi- 
tit, or eternal life, & ſaluation, commeth 
not frõ God. For the word of God ſaith 
the cleane contrarie. And we know that 
the Lord ſpe aketh not one thing in his 
word, and another thing in thy conſci- 
encetone thing in his ſcriptures, & ane 
chis for a true, and an infallibleprecepr, 
that whetſocuer thou receiueſt an an- 
ſwere in thy ſelf, contrary to that which 
the Lord bath promiſed,that then the 
deuil ſpeaeth t & this thou m uſt know 
to be true. althagh the per ſuaſion come 


AJ from thine on concupiſcente, & cor- 
enf rupt nature. Fot the Apoſtle ealleth the 


TH 
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prick of che fie ſh, which is the motion, 
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152 The Comforter. 
and worke of originall ſin, the meſſen- t 
get of Sathan(2. Cor. 12.) This then is the I te 
firſt precept,by which thou maieſt «pon 0 
when he peaketh; a F. 
The ſecond rule, which muſt maki m 
thee vnderſtand bis words? muſt make it 
thee firftynderſtand his nature, vhich iz | ſo 
to lie. For it is naturall for the devilitoF or 
lic. For he is naturally a lier: as appea· ¶ ne 
teth both by the teſtimonie of Chriſtie fn. 
the eight of lohm where be faith. the de. ¶ fic 
uil was a murderer from the begioning | 
and abode not in the truth. There ic n0 
truth in him. as oftẽtimes as he ſpeaketh 
a lie, he ſpeaketh of his on, becauſe he 
is a lier, and the father of a lie: and alſo, 
by the practiſe of the diuel himſelt,who 
dork lied to our mother Ewe, ſaying: 
ſhee-did' eat of the tree of 
of good and of euill. chat ſhe 
| ſhuld be f. evnto the gods in theknow 
ledge of good and eulll, and that thy 
ſhould abt die: and alſo was a lying tt 
rit. in tho 2 of the Prophets of 4 


chab;and o. 4 Achuband bre 
phets,Oucoft is knowled 0 goof ene 
picke theme ning of — 
words, Forthis des is — true 
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that a lier ſpeaketh clean contrarie vn- 

to the truth: and the cleane contrarie 

ow of that which the deuil ſpeaketh;is true. 
For ina lier, the cleane contrarie part 

ke muſt be taken for the truth. 1f ther Vr 

aue it euer hath been ſaid vnto thee in thy 

is ſoule, that thou ſhouldeſt not be ſaued, 

to] or that thy finoes ſhould not be pardo- 

ea. ned, it hath beene ss it were the mel. 

tis ſage of the Lord vnto thy ſoule, to ſigni- 

de. ¶ ſtie voto thee, thy election, and iuſtifica- 

ing tion: that thou ſhouldeſt be ſaued, and 

no chat thy fins were forgiuen, And looke 

eck | how often this hath beene vrged vnto 

hel thy ſoule: ſo often hath it bene told vn- 

iſo, to thee by the Lord, alchough by the 

«lol meſſage of the deuil,ifrhou hadſt right. 

ly vnderſtood his language. And there- 

fore, when thou, ferring the forgivenes 

ol thy ſinnes, receiueſt an anſwer in thy 

ſoule, that in vaine thou praieſt, & th 

thou ſhalt not be pardoned becauſe i 

fins are greater, as thou art perſuaJed- 

then that they canbe forgiuen ſo often 

cheare thy ſoſte, and thanke God for his 

louing mercie;and meſſage, that hath 

told ꝛbee and certified thy conſcience, 

thouglyby the meſſage of Sarh av; chat 

thy ſius are forgiuen thee. For al wales 

e H 5 Abat 
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* Ig Type comforter. 
1 that which is cleane contrarie vntothe 
ſpecchof a lier, is the truth. And theite. 
ſote when Sathan ſaith, that they are 
not forgiuen: the cli ane contrarie is 
true: and that is, that they are forgiuen. 
If we haue once learned this leſſon wel, 
and ſhal put the ſame in ptactiſe in out 
ſoules, and conſciences: we ſhall find a 
much comfort in this reaſon, (I knoy 
what | ſpeake) as in any other reaſon 
whatſucuer. For hereby the mouth of the 
deuill is ſtopped for eue t, and he gocth 
away taging, not knowing what elle to 
ſay. For if he did latter vs with the ſot- 
giuenes of our finnes, we would not te- 
ceiue his teſti,nonic;as Pan would not 
receiue the teſtimony of the ſourhſaier, 
or Chriſt of che deuill, that confefled 
him to bee the ſon of the living God; 
put we would heleeue that to be true, be- 
Fauſe the Lord in his word ſaid it. A- 
_- naingif he did tertiſie the conſcience, & 
deni the forgiueneſſe of our ſinnes, ve 
would beleeue it then moſt ſtrongly, 
knowing. tliat. in that a ligr did denie it, 
the truth it ſelfe did affirm it. Thus eve- 
ry way Sathan ſhould be taken in a Di- 
lemma: what argument ſoeuet he vſed, 
would be turned vpon his he 
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and we ſhould be more wiſe, then the di. 
nell was ſubtill: we ſhould haue bettet 
kill in the truth of Logicke, ot teaſon, 
the he in Sophiſtrie. If he did flatte r vs, 
we would cheare vpon it: if he did feare 


vs,we would cheare alſo ypon it: if hee 


did perſuade the forgiuenes of our fins, 


ye ſhould be comforted : if he did diſ. 


ſuade the forgiuenes of our finnes,wee 


ſhould be comforted alſo;and thus eue- 


ry way we ſhould be ſtrengthned, chea- 
red, and comforted. N 


The 18 Chapter. 
Mherein is contained the laſi reaſon, taken 
| from others, to prooue the fargiueneſie of” 
finnes,which is dramne from the enill and 
daungerous counſill of Sathan. 


cunſider, is taken 
from tbat diueliſli 
and daungerous 
„ counſel, which Sa- 
N than giueth tothe 
—— ſoulc:wbich being 
troubled with rhe weight of fiance, dei. 
rech thef orgiuenes therof. For it is the 
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flaſhion of Sathan, when thou haſt Gn. ſon 
nad, to petſwade thee to kill thy ſelfe, to was 
hang thy ſelfe, to drown thy ſelfe, or a f| cou1 
the leaſt to caſt off al cõſidence in hope, diſp 

all vſe of faith, and fully to diſpaire of don 

the mercy of God, The the which, what thy 
counſel can be more diueliſh for Sathan ¶ afte 
ro-giue?or more dangerous for thee to | drut 

follow ? For diſpaire is aſia of the firſt vp © 

table, againſt the firſt commandement, Þ ſure 

and againſt the higheſt God. And ther. I thy | 

fore without queſtion, it is the higheſt I fore 

and greateſt ſin of all other (that great I the 

. fin only, which is the ſiane againſt the he f. 

| holy Ghoſt,excepted,) It is therefote a in tb 
worſer, and a greater ſiune to diſpaite, ¶ kno 
then it is to worſhip Idols, to prophane ¶ gero 
the Sabaoth, to blaſpheme the name of dip. 
the Lord. to diſhonor thy parents, to kil I ace; 
thy fathet. or thy brother. to defſour thy ¶ is as 


3 


neighbors daughter, or wife, to rob thy | ſhou 
neighbor, to beare falſe witneſſe, and to I ken 
forſweare thy ſelfe, or then it is to com · ¶ way 


pit any other ſuch like ſiùne. And no to dt 
doubt, but that Caine ſinned more gree · I to di 
nouſly, in diſpairing of Gods mercie, I dert 
thea io the murderiog of his brother 4+ Þ ſodai 
braut: and I=dasfinned not ſo much inbe · ¶ the p 
F  - / trayiog,asiadiſtruſting Chriſt: his trea · of th 


ſon 


„ 
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ſon was not ſo greeuous as his diſpaire 
was, And therfore if according vnto the 


counſcl] of the deuill, thou ſhouldeſt ad 


diſpaire to thy other fins: to thy whore- 
dome, thy murder, thy blaſphemie, or 
thy robberie, thou thouldeſt draw ſinne 
after fin,as it were with cartropes: adde 
drunkennes vnto thirſt, and ſo heaping 
yp of thy fins, ſhouldeſt fulfill he mea- 
lure of thine iniquitie, aud purchaſe to 
thy ſelfe ſwift damnation, Beware ther- 


fore how thou follow this counſell of 


the dewill : who,asin all other ſpeeches 
he ſne weth himſelfe moſt vnfaithſul: ſo 
in this his perſwaſion to diſpaite, moſt. l 
know not whether I ſhall call him dan. 
gerous, or doltiſh, - For to perſuade to 
diſpaire after ſinne, to commit one ſin 


after another. the greater after ihe leſſet: 


is as much, as if an vn faithfull phiſition 
ſnuld pre ſeribt a man aftet he hath ta- 


ken cold. to take tats bane to dtiue it a- 


way :or alter he had caught the murre» 


to drin cicura,or the igice of hemlock, | _ 
to driue it away: Which being farre gol- 


der then the former cold, would bi 


ſodaine and ſpeedie death: even ſech is > 8 
the phiſicke, which that good phiſition 
of the ſoule, I meane the devil giverh 


thee, 
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158 T he Comforter. 
' thee, For when thou haſt commirted x 
great finne againſt God, he wou'd haue th 
thee commit a greater: to drive away} m 
the fear of death. he preſcribeth the ſpe : vn 
die death of bodie and ſoule:to drive : · fr 
way the fear of hell fire, be would haue m 
thee pteſenily to run to hell, and to the is 
deuill: euen as if a man that feared the be 
water, ſhould preſently drown himſelſ: tel 
or if a man feared the fire, he ſhould pre eſp 
ſently goe burne himſelfe: and fo pref gte 
ſently ſeele, that which hee feared, be. co. 
cauſe hee would feare no longer. Then I ay 
the which, what can be more fooliſh, or di 
contratie vnto reaſon? And yet ſo foo. bin 
liſh thou art, as that thou art readyto ex · ¶ con 
ceute his counſell, & to think it the bet to! 
courſe for thee to follow: yea although 22d 
thou canſt hate other fins, and crie on} the- 
againſt the lothſomnes therof; yet tho 
canſt be ready to giue place to diſpaite, 
which is the greateſt ſin, & to like tha 
vel enogb:to nouriſn it, & to think tha in m 
thou mihhtſt do well to diſpaire, and to baue 
- raftoffal hope of Gods mercie. is it not by th: 
a ſttange thing, that thou ſhouldſt loth vn 

| AD Toe eft, murder, & ſuch like farre 
ins: yea, and if thou wert but mooued ij ⁊t th 
to them, be greeucd therat, and yet like 
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of diſpaire, a ſinne fatre greater then all 
ne the reſt? yea, and that thou being but 
ay moued th:reunty, ſhouldeſt glue place 
& | vnto it immediately? If rherejore other 
2+ || finres be leathſome vnto thee, forthe 


a |, 8 
pair, which 
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de monſrouſnes thercot:ler diſp 

he © is tl. e moſt monſtrous ſinne of alether, 

he be moſt lothſvume vnto thee. If thou fea · 

If; reſt and ſlie ſt other ſinnes: feat 8 flie 

re ¶ elpecially diſpat.e: which is ane fa: 

e · greater the they all. And if chou having 

ce. committed adulter, murdet or tlieſt, or 

en any ſuch like, att by Saham tempted to 

or diſpaire, anſwere hi mand ſaychus vnto 

0. hun: Satha gen haſt rempred me to 

er · commit th a thou haſt tempted me 

zelt 10 lie, to diſſemhle to commit adultery, 

;ph and ſuch like: Hπ i haue yeelded to 
thee, Is it not enough, ay, is it not too 

much, that I haue thus far yeelded un- 

to chee, except I ſnould now ad diſpaire 

ymo the reſt of my ſius? If it were now 

io my hand to vado. that finne which 1 

haue committed, I would neuer ſupely 

by the power of the Lord, yeeld ſo much 

vio thee as Thaue done. And therefore 

farre be it from me, that I ſhould again 

at thy procurement {in more greeuouſ 

in falling to diſpaire, of the giace aud 

ha mcrcic 
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mercic of God. Indeed if diſpaire were 
ny meanes to caſe me of my fins, then 


e might cafily bee brought 


therinto : bur ſith it is a me anes to in. 
creaſe my ſinnes, the burden and greek 
of my ſoule, and the puniſhmear of my 
finne: ſith it is a meanes to bring a cer- 


. taine deſtruction, to a deſtruction that 


1 


but feared certain, to an incertaine 
50demnation;death of body and ſoule 


to the death of faith: eternall, to tem . 


porall griefe: the paines of hell, to the 
pangs of conſcic ce: hell fire, to thy fie. 


rie darts that ſticke in my ſoule, 1 were 


* 


would yeeld therunt 


bewitched, and worleit 
© men th, and ro 


ſtay thine owne fait chat it fall not ia- 


0 diſpaire: of which I would baue the 


to be moſt iealous, feateſull, and ſuſpiti. 
ous, knowing the daunger, and vnreco- 
uerablè euill thereof. If thou haue rob» 


2 


yet giue glorie voto him in belce- 


uu of hum: ſo ſhalt thou get as-muck 
gloric to his name, by beleeding hinxas 
thou diddeſt rob him of, by diſobeying 


4 1 
„ p Fw * 
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rchaſe as grear, nay,a far 
eat rightcouſnes by Faith, 
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then thou diddeſt looſe by ſinne. For as 
Pauleteſtifierh in the fourth to he n Ro- 
mans, to him that worketh not. b | 

ueth in bum, chat iuſtifeth the wich che ed;} 
fach is imputed;apd accoun " to h 
ſo: righteouſneſſe. Andthi I hteor 
neſſe of faithris, as in another plat 
Apoſtle te ſtiſieth che right 
God: which is fat more excel lent ther 
the righteouſnes of man. And thigngh< 
reouſnes:perchance: RR. deft ne< 
ver haue foughefor, if thou haddeſt not 
ſeen thy Ker naked, and deſtitute obal 
— in thy ſelfe: and covered 


— with the ſhame of thine ownna- 
kednes,& filrhines,thar thouwerr-glad . 

to runne vnto Ohriſt, for his right ouſs,... 
falue;and white garmennsharchy Nas 
kedaes migh not beſcene. If therfore 4 


neſſe to eduer thee: aud 


thou lidue loſt righteouſnes, yet keepe 
faith: if thou have loſt the breſt plane 
rightcouſneſſe,- yerkeeperhe ſhield of 
faith, whereby thou-maieſtquenthcall 
the bery darts f the deuill. If thou haue 
loſt tlie — the eloth of thy 
ſoule,yer defend and keepe faithywhict 
is the life of the ſoule : for the iuſt ſhall 
nen * faith. Say vnto thy ſoul with De- 
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vid. Why art thou ſo vexed,qb my foule? 
and why art thou ſo diſquieted within 


meꝰ Omy ſoule, truſt in the Lord, and 


t v 7 him, for bee will heale the c. 

ſeeſt u py ſoule, what comfort the 
vnto thee in his word, & 
A = neh hope of pardon; be bath pro- 
e vnto thee by his word, his 
ant,and by outward bent 


bis iuſtice. his ſonne, his ſpirie, confirm 
the ſame vnto me: mine owne nature; 
my yoag yeares in the Lord, and my fin 
it ſelfe: the teſtimonie of the miniſters 
of the Lord; his ſeruants, Embaſſadon, 
; and his Angels: God, and man:my ſelſe 

dad others: Angels, and deuils: Gn, and 
aa - righreouſnes: wine, and water: he auen 
and earth: yea, all things affirm e ibe 

Foe vnto thee my ſoule. Be bold there 


atiaſic thee with good chiogs, & make 
| thayhercalc'ofrhy lips;and create peace 
_ with athee, and ret thee with the 

waters of life. and make thee ſec his ſa 
| bath ken The Lord will not hank 
NT Wi e 


e 1 * ee . 
n * 
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A cies haue ſecne: his mercie, 


fore, and truſtin the Lord, and he ſhall U 


Sh YER 


RS 4 +44 + 


2 


The Comforter. 


4 The 1 Chapter. 
od | A' herein is largely and particularly decla- 


red, how Sathan effebiually to worke an 
infidelitiein vs, and io male vs 
and miſdoubt, nay diſpaire of the for- 
gineneſſe of our 2 ferebeth ww 
euer pay tien n 
dee fo he to . 


" forginemeſſe e of. 


Stand the lopgerin pro- 
et this one thing, 
10 roo any 32 
— y Per- 
then. this is, — that by. reaſon: wt 
the ſubtiltie of Sathan, ho hach two 
general] means to make vs doube he 
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our vnderſtanding i 


ce cannot thine vnto va For HE 18 that Goc 
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men —— 


at | ucth and ctooketh the right 
i || their vnderſtanding: as tfiat t 
of che general promiſes oſ[ Godabe 
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of reaſon, neither any thing elſe for the 28 
preſcnt time, can make them to con. | Lor 
cetne and beleeue the mercie of God, & || ſhall 
the forgiuenes of their ſinnes: becauſe I all l. 
they are ſo couered ouer with darknes, ff ſtrai 
and as it were a thicke cloud of miſt. © his p 
The other is by vſing our one corrupt ¶ 40 4 
nature, and iuſidelitie, which when ve wou 
haue ſaid, and done what we can do, wil | wou 
ſtil ſtick ia vs. & doubt hereof: and ther- qua! 
fore will be readie to ſay, Well, for all I find 
this, I doubt wherticr the Lord will for. 
give me. yea orntand be ſo good as his 
word. This our cotruption Sathan vſeth 
to corrupt vs withall:this our infdelity, ¶ neu: 
to make vs inſidels : and this our doub · ¶ ſon 
ting; to mak vs diſpair of the forgiue- 
nes of our ſins. And that he may worke 
the ſame more effectually in vs, hee fet, 


reaſon that ye doe: as we to perſwade. 
lo he to diſſwade the forgiuenes of cur 
linnes. And firſt, as touching tlie promi 
gol God, which is our ptincipall and 
firſt re n di- 
ſtruſt them: culier by putting into vs 
2 or elſe an euill Kae of che 
Lord: 


as to think. nay tu ſay in our baits, 
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as his word: who is ſtronger then the 

Lord, to compel him to it? or what law 

& | ſhall we haue ag ainſt him ? he is aboue 

e Hall lav; and thetofore wee can ae 

s, | ſtraine king Horicooſttain him to fulfill 

his promiſe : we cannot ſue him ypon | 

* an aſſumpſit But be it that we could: he 

© | would find ſome. one cauſe or other,he 

iN vould find ſome demurre,or pick ſome 

. quarrell againſt vs, and ſo would eaſily 

It | finda ſtaffe to beat a dogg 

r- uerb is. And herein, he ſetteth the I or. 

is before vs, as it were a tyrant, who albeit 

þ be promiſe neuer ſo much. & performe = 

y, | veuer a deale;yerno ms is able, by rea- 1 

;. | On of his ſores . to inforce him thereun· F 

. to. And by 2 he ſo —— as 

e fererh ys, that we are.readig to i; 

t. — ——ů— But if ib wor 
not ſerue, he 3 

k cond teaſon. which; is t e 

ir | mercie of God. And be will graunt it. 

i- yea, and ſayit is true: God is ws eifall 

d | indeed: hee gaue — 

u. I- fiog and beneſit : l 
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the peace of conſcience ; hee lifted the 
light of his countenance vpon thee,and 
reuealed vnto thee htmſelfe; & his ſon 
Teſus Chriſt.Theſe benefits (will he ſay) 
as thou knoweſt, ſhould haue mooued 

thee ynto repentance ; but thou, accor. 

ding to the hardnes of thine own hart, 
that cannot repent, haſt ſinned againſt 

the Lord: and ſo heaped and hoorded-. 
vp wrath againſt the day of wrath, & the 

reuelation of the iuſt iudgemẽt of God. 
Indeed ( will he ſay)if thou hadſt neuet 
receĩned theſe graces from God, then 
had there ben left vnto thee ſome more 
hope: but now, after thou haſt receiued 
all choſe graces, to fall 2 to quench 
the ſpirit, and greeue the holy Ghoſt, 
whereby thou wert ſcaled vnto the day 
ofredemption: is ſuch a ſinne as can- 


| not be d. And to this purpoſe he 


partakers of the holy Ghoſt, ; 

taſted the good word of God, and the 

away. to be renued by repentance. wy 
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The Comforter. 167 
by chis meanes, and teſtimonie of the 
ſpirit of God, hee exceedingly tertiſieth 
he conſtience: and will neuer ſuffer ir 
to haue peace, vntill it ſhall pleaſerhe 
Lord, to p: ue thereunto the right vſe, & 
ſenſe of this place:wherwith Sathan be- 
ing repulſed, aſſaultetk them afreſh, rea- 
ſoning from the former mercy of God, 
to the forgiueneſſe of their finges, after 
this manner: ſayipg,thou haddeſt ſin· 
ned before in the like maner, and in the 
ſame matter, and that not once or twile, 
but oftentimes, and the Lord pardoned 
thee : and now doeſt thou think that he 
will pardoo thee againe? Why art thou 
not aſhamed to come againe vnto rhe 
Lord, and eraue patdon for this ſinne ? 
og _— c — canſt rhou 
ook vpon the Lord? Why me rhinkerh, 
ther chorsſhoaldeft boaſhamedcotrow 
ble the Lord ſo often, with thy praye: 
and requeſts, Indeed( will Jif 
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is neither for thy honeſtie, nor for the 
Lords caſe, to be troubled ſo often, a- 
bout one matter: and by this means he 
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maketh vs ſometime for ſhame to run [of 
from the Lord, and with Adam, being a- ſand 
ſhamed to hide our ſelues inthe woods, tou. 
from che preſence of che Lord, add not ente 
to date to eraue pardon againe for out Iſus ( 
fins, vntill we haue learned the natute that 
of the Lords mercic, & with the prodi, Non 
gall ſonae, ſettiag all ſhame aſi de: to re: Nin 
turn to our father. and to conſeſſe, hat Nperſi 
we haue ſinned agaioſt heauen, and a. 
unſt our God. & that we are not yon 
eto al * 


this — tut ne — leafs 
with vs, and come o che thiid reaſon; 
which is caken freamiche ĩuſtice g — 
And from the 
| TE Ar Do. Thowknpuck = 
the Lord is a iuſt Cod, a zeuenger ofal 
diſo ered vnto bis maieſte, 
and ſuch a oho, as in the middeſtↄf his 
mercie,chinkegh an iuſtige, 3 ud rhete- 
fore he will not moe IEC 
peaſed;variblie hath f Hop 
e enge of. 15 
ſinnes. And the rather to er US this 

he will tell ys, that it is a featfull 
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T he Comforter. 169 
to fal into the hands of the liuing Lord: 
and that no adulterer, fotnicator, coue- 
, tous perſon, murderer, ot ſuch like, ſnal 
enter into the kingdome of God, or le- 
ir ſus Chriſt, but ſhal haue his portion in 
te chat lake that burneth with fire & btim. 
is one, which 15 the ſecund death: as the 
& [ſpine teſt. fie th. And the more deeply to 
at perſwade this vnto the conſcience : he 
yill ſer before vs the ſon of Gods loue, 
Ileſus Chriſt, and tell vs, that che Lord 
ſpared no not his one ſonne, who had 
but our ſinnes vpon bim: and how then 
ſhall he ſpare vs? yea, he will ſet before 
our eies the wrath of God poured vpon 
can, for his murder: vpon the Beniami- 
MN; Fnites, for their adulterie; vpon Corah, 

Dahan, and Abiram, for their rebellion; 
who went downe quicke into hell: and 
& pon the Sodomits;,whom the Lord de- 
Naroyed with fire and btimſtone frum 
heauen, for theit ſinne: yea. he will ſet 
before our eies the threatnings of God, 

Irho hath threatned death, and damna- 
ion, to all that ſtial tranſgreſſe his laws: 
hu and thoſe curſes contained in the lay 
of God, denounced againſt the wicKes... 
And as they which are in ſecurities that 
- bear fr6 Sathan,nothing ela but mereyy - 

| 1 m 
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mercie: ſo they that are afflicted, ſhall 
find not ning from Sathag, but iuftice, 
iuſtice wrath, vengeance, and diſplea- 
ſure, And by this mean it is incredible 
what feare and trembling he breedeth 
in the hearts of the mourners: and by 
that means, hom hardly they are broght 
chat hear nothing, ſee nothing, feel na» 
thing. but Gods iuſtice, to imbrace, and 
beleeue his mercie. And by this reaſon, 
he c6tinually terrificth the conſcience, 
vntill it know, that both the wrath 6 
God wasappeaſed i: Chriſt leſus, who 
in our perſon; & for our fine, was puni. 
(hed,and ſo the iuſtice of God was exc» 
cuted, in, and vpou him: and alſo, that 
as the law. with the threatenings there- 
of, appeitaineth ynto the obſtinate: ſo 
the promiſes, with the grace of God, & 
notthe law, appertaineth ynto them 
what are truly humbled, and in Ieſus 
Chtiſt. For they that are in Chtiſt, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, are not vnd er the law, but 
vader grace. Now if Sathan ſee, chat 
gone of theſe reaſons from the Father, 
illferue his turne, he will run with u 
te Chriſt, and will tell _ there 
never any ſuch man as Chriſt was: 
Mehere were, that he was but a decei 


The Comforter. 19 


uer, a iuglet, a falſe Chriſt;ſent iato the 
world — ſeduce the wicked, and them 
that are apporated to reprobation : 
ſhall more laige appeare in another 
place. Bur i this wil not ſerve the turn: 
he will perſwade vs that Chriſt came to 
be a 332 the world, and 
to leaue them withont excuſe: as he did 
Martine Luther i and fo will he ſet him 
frowning vpon vs. as a Iudge, thax is diſ- 

leaſed with vs. Or if this wil not ſerue: 
ſhe will tell vs, that Chriſt came not to 
die for vs, but for Peter, Paule, David, 
and ſuch like: but as for ys, hee kne\v 
is not, we were not then : and therſoræ 
he could not then die for vs. But yet, if 
this will nor ſuffice, bee will even chide 
with the ſoule, and ask him whether h 
will make — ; 65 — * x . 
And this eſpecially he vrgeth, while we 
ſeeing our — nakednes, do ſeeke and 
ſue for the 2 of Chriſt to put 

u vs, 2s A White gatme nt to couer vs 

oa50ur nakednefſe, & the filthineſſe of 
our ſins be not — m 
ſi] vrge this one thing, ſaying Oh 
wouldeſt haue Chrid le e acouer, a 
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hereof, he wil ſtraight alledge the ſaying 
ef the Lord inthe 70 pſalme, which is 
to be applied to the obſtinate, and ſuch 
as hate diſcipline, and caſt the words of 
God behind their back 29 are plaine- 
ly appeateth: where he (ith, As ſoone 
as thou ſeeſt a thecefe, thou conſenteſt 
vnto him, and thy portion is with the a: 
dultcrers. Thou openeſt thy mouth to 
euill, and with thy toopg thou frameſt 
deceit. Thou fitting;ſpeakeſt againſt thy 
brother, & ſlandereſt th — ſon, 
While thou didft theſe things, becauſe 
I made my ſelfe as it were deafe: thou 
thinkeſt me to be ſuch a one as thy ſelfe 
- is:but I wil reprouethee,and ſet before 
zine cies thy fins in order as they were 
pne.And herby he excedingly trobleth 
the conſcience, and filleth it with fears, 
and diſpaire, vntil ſuch time as we feele 
our ſelues verely and indeed, to be co- 
uered ouer with the righteouſnes of the 
ſan of God, leſus Chriſt, who is made 
vuto vs of God the Father, wiſdome ho- 
lines, righieouſnes, and redemption. I 
this reaſon will not preuaile againſt v4, 
he vil teaſon as wel as we. from the ho» 
2 : and will tell vs that the fear 
$hapivbredde in our conſcience for out 
ſinnes, 
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The Comforter, 77 - 


fanes, is not the worke of the ſpirit of 
God, to frame vs vnto repentance, and 


1 to breed in vs a godly ſorow, to amends 
ot ment of life but rather, that it is a ſer 
nile fear, ſuch as Iames ſaith. is in the de. 
de nils;who fear, & tremble: yea. a doubting 
1 ſuch as is in the iotidels ; of whom the 


ſame lame: ſpeaketh, ſay ing; Let not the 
0 m4 that doubteth, think he ſhal receive 


lt any mager that it is a fote · taſt of 
f | the difpleaſure of God, and of the feat 
1 full eſtate of the reprobat . And at tou- 


ching the peace of cõſeience, albeit we 
haue aboundantly felt tbe ſame, yet he 
wil perſuade vi chat it was not the peace 
of conſcience;but rather an allufion of 
the deuil.ſent vnto him by the Lord to. 
deceiuc him, and ſo to deſtroy him 
falſe fla ttering of bimfclfe. And for th 
better perſwahon here of, he will tell vs, 
that the diuell can chonge himſelfe in- 
to che image of an Angell of light, aud 
by that means ſo deceiue vs, as that we 
cannot, as he will lay, diſcerne the work 
of the ſpirit. from the illufion'of the de- 
uill. To whom if we ſhal auſwer, that al- 
beit he can chaunge himſelfe into the 
image of an Angel of light: yet not iu- 
tothe like working of the ſpirit of m_ 
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for that he cannot create, either ioy, or 
peace of conſcience, or the ſpirit of - 
doption in vs. For theſe are proper works 
of the ſpirit:j ea, euen in them that haue 
a temporarie faith, and fall away again 
vento perdition, his mouth is topped, & 
he will leaue this reaſon, and come vnto 
our natutall inc lination to fin, & from 
thence he will reaſon after this maner, 
Sying:Thou knoweſt that the Lord wil 
jvc the ſinnes only of rhe penitent 
them that doe repent: that leaue 
their fiones, and neuer commit them a» 
give: for that( will hee ſay) is true res 


) 

pepentance.Dur choucraſeſ not to fin; I 
for as thou wert conc eiued in ſinne, ſo 

n con · 
tinuing in thy fin, how do ou re : 
r 2 and then, thou 
nor . thee of thy ſinne, how 

canſt thou looke that =- ſione ſhould 


- ence, and perſu adeth it, that there-5 
fore their finves are not pardoned; 

becau't they are not for euer _ 

* * 


can make the d, 
ſound equally with the higheſt: a Geo- 
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ned. And vnto this perſuaſion, he addeth 
divers other reaſons taken fiom Hanes 


ſelfe : and firſt, from the greatnes ther- 


of, which hee ampliſeth and incteaſetb 


ry artificially, ſhewiog himſelfe here: 
in —̃—— 
poſitiue. which is the Joweſt, the ſupet la 
uue, which is the higheſt degree. a Rhe- 
thoritian, that hath a notable facilitie & 
grace in Hyperbole: a L ogitian, that can 
reafon from the leſſer, to che greater: as 


alſo, if occaſion ſerued, fre the greater, 


to the leſſer:an Arithmetitian. t t hach 
ill i ltiplying: a Muſitian, that 
us 2 wy cord, accord, and 


metritian, who, as he can deſcribe the 
whole world, in a little paper: ſo inſcct 
much paper with the deſeription of a lit- 
tle countrie: and to ſpeake in a e 
right deuill, that make a mountaine o 

a moulchill. For. theſe are the arts, or 
rather deceits of Sathan: whereby be 


can notably ine eaſe the greatnes of our 


ſin. I it be but in conſent; he will per- 
ſwade vs, that it is all one, - as if it were 
done, And to this purpoſe, he will al- 
ledge the ſaying of Chi iſt, in the fift of 
Masher, where he ſaith.thathe that log - 

14 keth 
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176 T he Comforter. 
kx th on a woman to luſt after her in his 
kart, hath committed adultery with her 
alte adie. If it be committed after grace 
teceiued, & of knowledge: he will per- 
ſuade vs that it is the fin agaiuſt the ho. 
ly Ghoſt, which ſhall neuet bee pardo- 
ned in this world, nor in the world to 
come. If it were committed before our 
calling, & groſſe alſo. he will tel vs that 
our ſins are greater. then that they can 
be pardoned : as he perſuaded Cain that 
his were. And for the better petſwaſion 
rere of. he addeth the teſtimonie of the 
lav which cõfirmetb, as he pretendetb, 
that v hich he himſe lte affirmeth.As for 
_ ple: if a man have with Salomen 

committed 1dolatry,or with David adul· 
te tie or with Peter apoſtacie: here the 

law ſaith, that adulte rers, idolatets, for- 
nicators,&fſuch like, the Lord wil iudger 
Sathay ſaith ſo: the conſcienc: knoweth 
ſo. The law ſaith, no idol ter, nor fornica 
tot nor vnclean perſon, ſſiaſl enter into 
the kingdome of God or Chriſt: the de- 
uil ſaich ſo: the conſcience ſaith ſo. The 
law ſaith, the Lord hateth ſuch:the deuil 
ſaith; the Lord hateth ſuch: & the con · 
ſcience fearcth, that the Lord hateth 
ſuch:& it knowe ck it ſelſe to be OY 
Ks that 


7 


\ | that Sarhan affrming, thelaw-conf o 
wing: che conſcience conſentin 5 
made out of meaſure ſinful, by the law. 7 
aud che an of Sathan: and ſo it ſeemeth 8 
do be ſo great & immeaſprable,as that FS; 
it exceedeth the gteatnes of the mereie % 
\ | of God,&thevalue of the bloud of le- 5 
ſus Chriſt, And yet further. the mote to oF 
, |- increaſe the grearnes of bur fiothe wil 85 
leches roweigh the weight the rof, which N 
ve feel ſenſibly to lie very heauy on ut 8 
8 ſouls, after we haue cõmitted the ſame, W 
; And therefore is it, that Dauid counteih 4 ON 
him happie, that is lighted ofhisfig: & _ ,Þ 5 
chciſt wille ch the that ate heauie laden 1 8 


to come vnto him, & he wil eaſe them. 
Now Sathan by the heauy weight of ous 
ſin. perſwadeth the hainous work in fin. 
ning: and concludeth, that becauſe. our 
fin is intollerable, it is immeaſut able: 
therefore.that as it preſſeih vs vnto the 

earth, ſo it will into hell: as it caſteth vas 
vpon out face, ſoit will caſt vs from the 
face & preſence of the Lord. Vnto this 


— ww aw os TS VS ©® a av 


weight of fin, be adderh the monſtrouſe * 3 
res that is in theſame For as righteous — ©) 


| nes is a {glorious vertue: o is ſin 
Des eaticleformed,and-manfioun od 
thing; and ſo as it is, Sathan maketh se 
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178 . TheComporter.. 
appeareto the ſoule. For howſoeuer be. 
fore when Sathan inticeth vs to fin, we 
arc blinded,that we cannot behold the 
monſtrouſhcs thereof, becauſe he coue- 
reth it ouer with a pleaſant & delight- 
ful cloke : yer after that the fact is com. 
mitred;he openeth our cies : ſo that the 
filthines and monſtrouſnes thereof ap- 
peareth at large vnto the ſoule. Out of 
which, as Sathan reaſonerh, that there 
fore, ſith fin is a monſter, it is monſtrous: 
th it is monſtrous in ſhapeit is mon- 
ſtrous in ſbew,& meaſure. So the ſoule 
r reſolued thereof : and that fo 
much the rather, becauſe it is an eie wit- 
neſſe of that which Sathan ſaith. And 
yet the more to increaſe the horror & 
greatnes of our ſins: he addeth the mul · 
ritude therof: which are more in num- 
ber; than either the haires of, our head, 
or the ſtarres of the skie, or the ſands of 
the fea ſhore, which are ionumerable: & 
chat therefore, albeit our fins were not 
mightie, as we would belecne: yet in ſo 
much as they are ſo many, he will eaſily 
infer;that they arc excceding great. For 
— — 8 ar 13 is 

in the multitude: & that 
which wanted in the weight, i * 
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the multitude, our meaſure of iniquitie 
is fulfilled, our viall full.and the treaſu· 
ric and hoord of our fins, filled tothe 
top: & that therefore the wrath of God 
muſt needs immediately ſmoke againſt 
vs. And thus,partly by the law, 
the weight, partly by the monſtrouſnes. 
and partly by the multitude of out ſins: 
he by this his art ſo inereaſeth our ſins, 
that he decreaſeth our faith: & małketh 
them to be ſo great, that out faith is lit 
dle, or none at all: he ſo filleth our hord 
with fins, that he emytieth the heart of 
hope: and maketh vs readieto thin 
indeed with Cai ; that our fins 2 
ter, th that they can be forgiue; Thu 
s Sathan reaſone ch from ſin in the firſt. 
place, ſrom the gteatnes thereof, to diſ a 
{wade the forgiuenes thereof: ſo ia the 
ſecond place he reafoneth fromthe pre- 
ſence therof, which by the force & work: 
of Sathao,cucn after the forgiueneſle- 
| therof, and che peace of conſeiente and 
the righteauſneſſe of Chriſt given vnto 
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the ſoule. is put in the memarie, and re- 


14 W * 0 _ * tx 
; . ae” I _— = { SV Sf 
4 A " M6 f J * F * ö 5 
3 YEN R 
N J 
: * * 0 N a 8 
4 * * 


* 2 


1 


with the number: wherby our fins haue 
ben ſo exceedingly multiplied: as that 
what with the greatnes, and u hat wit 
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ſuch a liuely ſhape,idea, and forme, as | the 
they are, and were in their own nature, {| th: 
And this made Dayid eomplaine in his {| th 
51 pſalm, that his fins were continually | ſec 
before his cies 3 yea,after that the Pro- | or 
phet Nash an hath told him, that his fins thi 
were taken away, & that he ſhould not | th 
die therefore. And this made the ſame | Sa 
Prophet count him hapvie, whoſe fins fie 
were couered (Pſat.z2.) namely, that th 
they were no Jonger preſent before the by 
| \ eie ol his conſcience, as well as the cies .- m 
ofthe Lord. And this is that, that makeib th 

the godly, at the hour of their death, or of 
the day of their trial), to doubt, to fear, tr 
and to tremble. becauſe they ſee their ſo 
ſins ſtil before their ſace, & freſh in their I ke 
conſcience: which of it ſelt were enough ( 
to make them doubt of the forgiue nc: 
of their fins. How much more? when Sa: 8¹ 
than ſhal tea ſon fr6 thence, & periwade e. 
them chat therefore their ſinnes are not P 
done away: ſith they are ſtill as freſhin U fx 
theit cõſcience, as if they were butnow In 
done: that therefore they are not blot · fi 
ted our, fith'they are imprinted in their p; 
conſcicnces : that they are not defaced, rl 
h 

u 


N. ſth they are before their face : and that 
\ \ Ttheyarc not taken out of their ſoul;Grh' 
| N \ . 5 1 8 1 they 
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they are ſtil] the tin. And wheras, before 
they were coucred, hee will tell vs, that 
that was but with forgerfulncs, or with 
ſecuritie,cr harcues of hatt. or pleaſure, 
or ſome other fancies, that crept into 


"the ſoule, in ſte ad therof Bur now, when 


theſe things were gone, he might ſee, a 
Sathan will ſay, that the guiltines of his 
ſio, ſtill guilded ouer his conſcience:aud 
the defor mitie, and filthines therof,was 
but ſlubbe ed over with vntempered 
morter: and not waſhed cleave out, by 
the bloud of Ic ſus Chriſt, and the ſpirit 
of our God. And by this means, how be 
troubleth, fesreth, caſteth downe the 
ſoule, and beateth downe faith, no man 
Eno weth, but he that feeleth: & he that 
ſeeleth it, knoweth the ſtength of Sa- 
than, and of this reaſon againſt the for · 
giuenes of our ſin. And yet further, be- 
cauſe he would leaue no ſtone), as the 


Proueibe is, vnremoued: he reaſoneen 
from the name, as before he did frb the 


nature of fin, And ho telleth vs, hat our 
fins ate our debts, which we muſt make 


paiment of: for the Lord will nat, as Sa. 
than will tel ys, be apy lovſer by vs. And | 
here; when he hath told vs, that wee ae 
not able to ſatisfic the debt he wil tels 
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withal, that he is the Lords attorney to 
arreſt vs, his man of law to wage the law 
againſt vs. his Iay ler to take vs into hel, 
which is his priſon. And herein indeed 
Ne wil begin to execute his office, to lay 
the law to vs, to ſue vs, to implead vt, & 
wil bring the matter to an execution, or 
a Nic prius. For if we haue not be fore a 
quittance to ſhew, ſealed, and written 
with his owne finger. againſt this debt: 
he will make vs glad, to keepe our hou- 
ſes, yea, out beds, or els to run away (if 
we can) to hide vs: or els to flie to ſome 
man to ſuccour vs: grels to ſome pri- 
uiledged place: euen to Chriſt, the lan- 
ctuarie & place of refuge, for them that 


flie, & dare not ſhow their faces, for the 
debtof fin,tharthey owe to theit Lord. 
To whom, if they ſhall flie, Sathan will 


labour to outrun them, & will be there 

at the leaſtwiſe in ſhew, before ibem: & 
then, When they would ſtep vnto Chriſt, 
Sathan would ſtep vp between them, & 
Chriſt ; and taking vpon him the frow. 
ning perſon of Chriſt, as he is man: he 
nuiuill make the conſcience beleeue, that it 
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| n, or Manaſſes, by their examples 
88 ſes by where alſe 2 
will be ſure to meet with them: & — 
thẽ that as for Dauid, barren = ; 
and ſuch like, they were the elect vefſels 
of God: but as for the ſelues, they were 
no ſuch, they were veſſels of wrath, & ap- 
pointed by the Lord vnto reprobation: 
and therfore, 2 no fin could ſe- 
perate Dawid from the Lord, yet ſome 
one, ſhould forever caſt the off from the 
loue of the Lord: as one fin did the de- 1 
uils : as one offence did Saule: & as ns 
murder did Caine; and that therefore it 
is in vaine to truſt by their examples to pA 
be pardoned. Now, if being OY "4 
this petſuaſion, we ſhaleaue Dauid, __— 
| lomon,and the reſt, & determine ro have 2 
| recourſe vnto the Miniſters of che G 8 
pel. either he wil labor to hinder ys; that "I | 
we ſhallnot manifeſt our eſtate to the : 4: 960 
& that;cither for fear,or core. 3 
thus our greefe being not imparte . 
might not be impaired:&being 5 par- 
ted wich others, might not alt art wk ; 
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Jabour,either on the one fide, to driue 
vs, as he hath dtiuẽ many to the popiſh 
reconcilers: to the prieſts of Baal: and 
to Balan for counſell: and ſo to ſeeke 
eaſe from the deuill, & from Antichriſt: 
from croſſes. from cruciſix es, from holy 
water, from Campion: bones, fr6 re liques 
of Saints, from our one workes, from 
the popes abſolution, or from his par- 
don, & not from Cariſt : aud ſo bring 
vs in a worſe caſe, tben we were before? 
or elſe on the other fide he will breed 4. 
in vs ſuch a diſlike of the miniſters of Þ 5 
the goſpel. fot their contempt. for their } 1 
ouertie, for their infirmities, or for 
— other ſuch like cauſe, that he will b 
make vs thereby out of conce it with 
| them. And therwithall perſuade vs, that L 
3 they are the falſe, and not the true pro- 
3 hets of the Lord, And that, whereas F 


f hey comfort them, they do but flatter 6 bo 
| them. And therwithall, he will not ſtick ; 


to ſay to the conſcience : I. go to, flatter 
thy ſelle: but thou ſhalt find in the end 
my words to be true: and that euen az x 
; I told thee allo : when thou ſhalr ſce, ( 
that thou criedſt peace, peace, when 


ſiddaine deſtruction was at hand. And | | 
-.  &forabloutiongs the miniſter: bee; F | 
WE et * will. 


wil either demaund what authoritiche 


de moſt greeuouſſy afflicted, abd caſt 
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hath to forgiue finnes ; or els hee will 


crie out, chat chat is flat popetie, and ſo | 


where as hee hindereth ſome from the 


truth, by a feare of poperie he draweth 


ſome other from the truth, ynto pope - 
rie: knowing. hat his ſcope is to hinder 
vs from the true comfort of the Lord. 
And this, ſo that it be done. hee careth 
not whether it be by a face of poperie 
or by force, vnto poperie; ſo that we be 
damned, vheꝛher it he bythy deluſion or 
by diſpair, be is ſatisfied: but diſpaire in 
this caſe, is the moſt viual, and alſo the 
moſt perillous eſtare,to the which, that 
he might fully draw vs: ho in our prai- 
ers, in our ſighes, and grones ynto the 
Lord, will take vpon him the perſon of 
the Lord, and will euen anſwer within. 
as if jt were the ſpirit of God that ſpake 


vnto vs. and tell vs, that in vain we pray. 


in vaine we ſec ke, in vaine WC call pen 


the Lord, for be willaguei heate vs, nor 


vnto fauour. And this he will ſo cons 


5 


ſtantly, and with ſuch a feare, .auou 


voto the ſoule: as that, if we doe not te- 3 


lie vpon the Lord in his word, wee ſhall 
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downe : which if Sathan-once perceive, 
and ſee that we giue ground vnto him: 
hee will follow vs at the beeles, and not 
giue vs an inch reſpite : but will ſtill lie 
vpon vs, ſo as we ſhal ſcarſe find a brea - 
thing time. And ſo giving vs no reſt, he 
will perſwade vs to diſpaire, to deſtroy 
our ſelues, and that it were better forvs . 
to be out of ourliues, thẽ to liue in ſuch 
garboils, ſuch fe ares, ſuch fightings, and 
ſuch trouble, and therupon hee will not 
Kick to petſuade vs to deſtroy our ſelues, 
to kill our ſelues, to break our necks, to 
hang our ſelues, to drown our ſelues, ot 
to cut our owne throats: as Idas, Achi- 
iophel, and many other with vs, moſt la- 
mentably haue done, being deſtitute of 
comfom, & deceiued by theſe and ſuch 
like perſwafions of the deuill. Whom, 
that wee might the better reſiſt, I haue 
conſidered theſe reaſons out of the word 
and committed them to writing that 2 
Chuiſti an, that is to war and fight with 
ru 8 — not — 3 ar 
.  yaprovided of ſpiritual armor: eſpeial- 
ly-ofthe word of the ſpirit,which is the 
word of God: a moſt forcible weapon 
torepulſe & drive back the deuil with- 
with the which,if we aſſault biogas 
Wile 
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wiſe warriors,we ſhal be more then con- 
querors, by him that bath loued vs, and 


2 for vs; and theſe com- 
i tis vnto vs in his ſacred word. Which F 


that wee may rightly profite by; let vs 
© readihemwith deliberation, & medi- 
tation. And withall let vs learn this one 
point againſt Sathan : that is, out ofthe 
ſame reaſon thai hee gathereth/ mattet 
of feare, and diſpaire,out ofthe ſame, let 

vs ſeeke and ſucke comfort. If be taketih 
his reaſon from the mercie of God, or 
from his iuſtice: if fim his promiſes, or 
from Chtiſt: if from our nature, and ſin 

it ſelfe: if from the anſwers. in out ſoule, 
or from diſpaire it ſelſe: out of the very 
ſame let vs re aſon againſt him. And we 
ſhall be better able to anſwere,then he _ 
toneplie: or at the leaſt. bettet able to 
replie, then he to anſwete. If he ſhal ſay, 
that we can doe nothing bur ſinne: let 

vs anſwet.it is natural. If be ſhal ſay, that , 
our ſint. es ate monſtrous let vs ſaygthat = 
they are our debts. If he ſhall ſay, that 
God is iuſt : let vs anſwer, that therefore 

he muſt forgiue our offences. Ii he ſhall 

tell ys, that it was anſwercd vs within, 
that in vaine we praied: let vs an 


that it was a lier that ſo anſwered vs: -n 2 
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BY meanes wee.ſhall cut the deuils throat - 
i with his owne ſword: and(as a bee)ſuck | # l 


Fbony out of that flower, out of the which | 
We the ſpider)ſucketh poyſon. 


57955 FINIS.“ | a 


f 
The Contevis of the —— 8 cone | 
25 tained in this Boo 

« 


1 Wherein it ii declared, bas there is lively | | * 
hope of comfort left unto all them thas |} 
mourne vnder the —— of their ſinnes, ; 


| Fol. t 5 
3 Inthe firm pare whereof are ſer downe the a 
expreſſe — of God, concerning b 
\ free forginenes of fins + & inthe luier is . 
declared: firſt, that the ſame promiſes of 
mertie are delivered vnto vs in the word 
of God: then that they are bound by bis | Y 
oath 2 thirdly, that they are alſo bound by 1 
his indenture of conenants:O laſtly, that 
bey are confirmed by nwowiſible fig or || 7 
*  #okens in ſtead of wonders: „nt Banner 
A4 nd iße Su me Fihe Lord. Fol. 7 ; 
3 3 IWherein i eforginenes of „ins is proued, 3 b 
1 85680 corfideration of Gods mercy, vo 
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4 Wherin the forgiuenes of ſons is prowed by 
the conſideration of Gods inſlice(which is 
another nature eſſentiall unto him) by 
three eſpeciall waies, Firſt, by reaſon tha: 
the Lord hath promiſed to forgine our 
fins, in regard whereof it Flandeth with 
hit iuſtice to performe the ſame. Second 
yer that he hath alreadia puniſhed le- 
ſus Chri for onr offences, and therefore 


cannot ininflice puniſh. ihem in vi aiſo, 
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| And laftly, becanſe he hath alveadie pu- 
& uiſhed our per ſon in Chriſi,and ſo.cannot 
iuftly iſh vs agæine. Fol. 79 


Inbus ihe forgiuenes of ſins is proned,by 
« Trinitie, to wit, he word Fncarnateguen 

Feſus Chriſt, being coufidered,as be is the 
. vine, and the braunchen. Fol.8g 
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b6uein the forginenss of fans eee 


conſidering Feſiu Chriſt,as hee is our ad- 


nocate, and interceſſour, and the mediator 


of che new Teſtament, Fol. 
7 M herin the for ginenes of ſins is proned, by 
conſidering bf 4 Chrift, as he is aum kin: 


confedering Cri, as hee is our Phyſct= 


sene part of his eftence ſubſlance,and ne- 
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"3 The Table. | 
en, that with his owne blond curoih and 
5 all our infirmities, both corporal! | 
and ſpirituall. Fol.to7. * 

— the forgiuenes of ſins is prouedity 

. conſidering Cher fs as he is our rede mer, 
who hach wich his own badie purchaſed of | 
his Father the pardon for our /innes, and 

vii bis omm bloud ranſomed vr, and paid | 


| the price of the redenoprion of our finnes. 
Fol. 114 


ID Wherin are e reaſons taken fo 
the ſpirit of God (the holie Ghoſt, being 

_ " #hethndpaſonin theTrinitie.)The 75 
the gase is confidered, to vor l re 


tanc & contrition in vs, and ſo wa a" 
vi from our fame. The other ad the ſpiris 
breedeth and worketh peace in our confci- 
"ence, wherewith the for ginenefle of or 


is ſealed, Fol.128 © 
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and that —.— man, cor 
Fon with his eftare being — anelis | 
nel vo finne. Fol. 120 
12 }herin is contained the ſecondreaſen,ta- | 
hen from man, 10 proue the forgiuenes of 
a, coop by the conſidera tion of our * 1 
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wee neuer being but new borne babe. 
long as we line. Ar. a Fol.. 

12 Wherin is contained the fir ems 

. from finne it ſelfe, which f — from % 

che name of ſinne, being called aur debe. 1 

Iherin is contained the ſecond Wo He take . 


T fromſmne1tſelfe, to prone forgiuene — 4 i 
fun which ariſeth from the e fon, ; 8 
ſeruing to ſet forth the abundance of the 4 % 
4 grace of God, and 80 magnifie 1 | / BY! | 
7 | r 93 
i 15 Wherin is centained the firſt reaſon an 4 N 
from man, as he js confidered in a a 
which is drawne from the examples of 0. " 
ther men, by which the eternitie of the 
forgineneſſe of inne, it fin ther ed 
Unto Vs, Fol. 133 
16 M ber in is comained the ſecondreaſon,ta- „ 
ken from mam, being confidered in others: : Wh 
which is drawne from the teſtimonie of mh 8. 
others: as of the Miniſters of the ward of 8 
God, ef the Prophets, of Chrift — Po 985 
of che Apoſtles, and all other holy men of 88 
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SGodavho as faithfull witneſſes amounce . 
b confirm the forginenes of fins, keln? 
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. from others, which is deriued fan 
Deulll. he teſtiſying, and in — one 
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